
Above and Beyond 
Sixth Form Reading list  

 
Sixth Form is a time of educational exploration, extension and experimentation. Whilst maintaining a 
dedicated commitment to your chosen subjects you are also strongly encouraged to stretch yourself 
in terms of acquiring broader learning during this period. 
 
This will benefit you in terms of your life chances, meaning that you are a more attractive candidate 
when it comes to applications for further study and employment, but it will also benefit you in terms 
of making you a more interesting and interested human being who is aware of the world around you 
and able to engage with important issues and ideas.  
 
Below are some suggestions for wider learning that is ‘above and beyond’ the curriculum. This is far 
from an exhaustive list and you are encouraged to ask your teachers for further suggestions and to be 
inquisitive in terms of exploring your own interests. 
 
There is a ‘general reading’ list which should interest anyone and which contains a broad range of 
suggestions and also some subject-specific examples.  

 
 

1. Publications and Newspapers  
 
Most of these can be accessed online or through your local library: 
 
The Economist 
National Geographic 
BBC History 
British Journal of Photography 
Modern Painters 
New Scientist 
Private Eye  
Time 
The Week  
 
It is a good idea to read articles in any of the ‘broadsheet’ newspapers (The Times, The Guardian, 
The Independent, The Financial Times, The Telegraph) and all of these can be accessed online, some 
for free and others at a cost. They are also available in libraries.  
 

2. TED Talks 
 
Now established as a worldwide phenomenon and learning resource, TED lectures are a set of 
globally resourced conferences promoted under the slogan ‘Ideas Worth Spreading’. On this website 
you will find an almost endless array of high-quality, stimulating and educational lectures, seminars 
and articles to stir your curiosity 
 

3. Virtual Classrooms 
 
Increasingly educational institutions are offering free courses, lectures and articles. These can be 
found by searching a subject and the university. Below are a selection of links: 
 
http://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/prospective-undergrads/virtual-classroom 

http://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/prospective-undergrads/virtual-classroom


 
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
 
http://www.iuniversity.com/ 
 
http://scholar.google.co.uk/ 
 
 

4. Lectures and talks 
 
The ‘Above and Beyond’ speaker programme runs every Wednesday afternoon during enrichment in 
the Lecture Theatre. Any speakers linked to your subject are a must and you can attend as a one-off 
if you have another enrichment activity. If you are considering an application to Oxford/ Cambridge 
University or to a Russell Group university then attendance at the speaker programme is essential. 
All Year 12 Politics students should attend the programme.  
 
Local universities run free, public lectures. Check university websites for events that are coming up: 
Durham Castle lectures host some really interesting speakers and the University of York has an 
excellent programme as does the University of Newcastle. Keep up to date with what is on offer and 
attend events; this will add a great deal to your UCAS application and to your understanding of your 
subjects. 
 
https://www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/events/public-lectures/ 
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/events/public-lectures/ 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/castle.lectures/ (all previous lectures have been filmed and are available on 
this website)  
 
St Peter’s School in York also runs an excellent public lecture series: 
http://www.stpetersyork.org.uk/st_peters/news_calendar/public_lectures 
 
Café Scientifique, Stockton ARC – Dr Casson is running regular free visits to this for scientists and for 
anyone else who is interested. Please see him for details.  
 
Stockton ARC shows independent films throughout the year (many of these are foreign language 
films and would therefore appeal to Languages students) and often runs film festivals and 
interesting events and musical and drama performances. See their website for details: 
http://arconline.co.uk/  
 

5. Books 
 
Some of these books are available in the school library or may be found in local libraries. You can 
also buy second-hand copies online relatively cheaply and could sell these on once you have finished 
with them.  
 
Stephen Pinker, The Blank Slate 
 
Oliver Sachs, The Man who mistook His Wife for a Hat 
 
Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker 
 
Steve Jones, Almost Like a Whale  

https://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.iuniversity.com/
http://scholar.google.co.uk/
https://www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/events/public-lectures/
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/events/public-lectures/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/castle.lectures/
http://www.stpetersyork.org.uk/st_peters/news_calendar/public_lectures
http://arconline.co.uk/


 
Steven J Gould, The Richness of Life 
 
Matt Ridley, The Red Queen 
 
John Elmsley, Molecules at an Exhibition 
 
Ben Goldacre, Bad Pharma 
 
Simon Sharma, Landscape and Memory 
 
Jeremy Paxman, The English: A Portrait of a People 
 
Naomi Klein, The Shock Doctrine 
 
Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, The Spirit Level 
 
Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs and Steel 
 
John Hooper, The New Spaniards 
 
Eleanor Mills, Cupcakes and Kalashnikovs 
 
Simon Blackburn, Think: A compelling introduction to Philosophy 
 
Peter Ackroyd, The London: The Biography  
 
Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities  
 
Isaiah Berlin, Four Essays on Liberty  
 
Ernest Gellner, Words and Things   
 
Kostein Gaardner, Sophie’s World 
 
Stephen Law, The Philosophy Files (series)  
 
Atul Gawande’s books about medicine are also really good, thoughtful and interesting and not just 
for medical / nursing students. 
 
 
 

Subject suggestions 
 

Speak to your teachers for suggested reading. 
 
Below are some suggestions from some departments: 
 
 
 
 



MATHS 
 
Marcus du Sautry, The Number Mysteries  
 
Various by Bostock and Chandler – see school library 
APPLIED SCIENCE  
 
Directly related to AS 

Modern chemical techniques - Faust, C. B., John, Johnston, Reed, Neville  

Practical skills in biomolecular sciences - Reed, Robert 2013 

Human physiology - Rhoades, Rodney, Pflanzer, Richard  

Additional areas of interest  

Why evolution is true - Jerry A. Coyne  

Biochemistry - B. D. Hames, N. M. Hooper 2011 

Chemical and biological properties of food allergens - Lucjan Jedrychowski, Harry 

Wichers 2010 

Molecular methods in food analysis: principles and examples - Jones, Leighton, 

Campden & Chorleywood Food Research Association  

Biology - Reece, Jane B., Campbell, Neil A. 2014 

First ecology: ecological principles and environmental issues - Alan Beeby, Anne-

Maria Brennan  

A number of additional books can be found in and around the science department. I have a number 

of university level books related to this area which can be borrowed directly from Miss Moore.  

 
SOCIOLOGY 
 
Students should sign up to the BBC news app to keep up to date with current events. Specifically 
focusing on Crime, Media and events linked to Education and Family, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education 
 
Students can also use the following websites for general information:-   
http://www.sociology.org.uk/  
http://www.sociology.org/  
 
For specific topics :-  
 
Sociology and Media  
 
Legislation 
 
- Defamation Act 2013 

http://readinglists.lsbu.ac.uk/items/34FF2B35-02F8-7BBF-ECA1-7939BD2625E3.html?referrer=%2Flists%2F3AB28A76-1E5B-F14C-639C-E99039833627.html%23item-34FF2B35-02F8-7BBF-ECA1-7939BD2625E3
http://readinglists.lsbu.ac.uk/items/7AE42672-E48A-FE19-13CD-BCFEE92A9509.html?referrer=%2Flists%2F3AB28A76-1E5B-F14C-639C-E99039833627.html%23item-7AE42672-E48A-FE19-13CD-BCFEE92A9509
http://readinglists.lsbu.ac.uk/items/2D4790A0-5746-1449-D6EB-FD4823DB3DB7.html?referrer=%2Flists%2F46730BC1-E291-5882-87FA-81F4BC8C1352.html%23item-2D4790A0-5746-1449-D6EB-FD4823DB3DB7
http://readinglists.lsbu.ac.uk/items/F5CEBB67-3A38-3804-1F43-3594DFDDCC06.html?referrer=%2Flists%2F15554DF0-DD53-9BFC-A4A4-D2A47839F73C.html%23item-F5CEBB67-3A38-3804-1F43-3594DFDDCC06
http://readinglists.lsbu.ac.uk/items/6193BFFF-1B7E-7DC7-F824-AEACFBE34D03.html?referrer=%2Flists%2FC8F6CDC4-1A02-EBE6-D242-E8BA5E7BE24A.html%23item-6193BFFF-1B7E-7DC7-F824-AEACFBE34D03
http://readinglists.lsbu.ac.uk/items/35CDBEFD-8436-E7F3-5D1F-5A1D751F72EF.html?referrer=%2Flists%2FDAD4B67C-3656-4201-A394-C0578B61E6D5.html%23item-35CDBEFD-8436-E7F3-5D1F-5A1D751F72EF
http://readinglists.lsbu.ac.uk/items/A092BD8E-441C-D359-6980-5776286AC48A.html?referrer=%2Flists%2FDAD4B67C-3656-4201-A394-C0578B61E6D5.html%23item-A092BD8E-441C-D359-6980-5776286AC48A
http://readinglists.lsbu.ac.uk/items/31621409-8B7F-E101-739B-F2AD35B8EB9E.html?referrer=%2Flists%2F1CAA0E94-875B-9B2F-BF63-156E95D29EFF.html%23item-31621409-8B7F-E101-739B-F2AD35B8EB9E
http://readinglists.lsbu.ac.uk/items/35493E19-F627-667A-E005-7E25455089B8.html?referrer=%2Flists%2F15554DF0-DD53-9BFC-A4A4-D2A47839F73C.html%23item-35493E19-F627-667A-E005-7E25455089B8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education
http://www.sociology.org.uk/
http://www.sociology.org/


- A Quick Guide to Libel Law in England and Wales (2009)- 
http://www.senseaboutscience.org/data/files/A_quick_guide_to_libel_laws_in_England_and_Wales
.pdf 
- Official Secrets Act (1989) 
- Racial and Religious Hatred Act (2006) 
- Obscene Publications Act (1959)  
 
Journals 
 
Bagdikian (1989)- The Lords of the Global Village: The Nation (available at 
http://www.shenet.org/high/hsacaddept/English/ddayton/Documents/Media/Lords%20of%20the%
20Global%20Village.pdf) 
 
Marsh .I. and Melville .G. (2011) Moral Panics and the British Media- A look at some contemporary 
folk devils: Internet Journal of Criminology. 
 
Websites 
 
Glasgowmediagroup.org 
Headliners.org 
Ofcom.org.uk 
 
Sociology and Crime: 
 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ 
 
https://edge.sagepub.com/ritzeressentials 
 
https://edge.sagepub.com/ritzerintro2e 
 
https://www.polity.co.uk/browne/students/glossary/ 
 
http://www.polity.co.uk/kenbrowne/resources.asp 
 
Crime and Deviance 
 
Ellwood .C.  (1912) Lambroso’s Theory of Crime; Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology. Vol 12. 
Issue 5. Article 6 (available at 
http://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1128&context=jclc) 
 
Agnew .R. (2008) Strain Theories available at 
http://studysites.sagepub.com/haganintrocrim8e/study/chapter/handbooks/42347_7.1.pdf 
 
http://www.crime-statistics.co.uk/postcode  
 
http://www.ukcrimestats.com/ 
 
www.ons.gov.uk 
 
http://www.crimesurvey.co.uk/ 
 

http://www.senseaboutscience.org/data/files/A_quick_guide_to_libel_laws_in_England_and_Wales.pdf
http://www.senseaboutscience.org/data/files/A_quick_guide_to_libel_laws_in_England_and_Wales.pdf
http://www.shenet.org/high/hsacaddept/English/ddayton/Documents/Media/Lords%20of%20the%20Global%20Village.pdf
http://www.shenet.org/high/hsacaddept/English/ddayton/Documents/Media/Lords%20of%20the%20Global%20Village.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
https://edge.sagepub.com/ritzeressentials
https://edge.sagepub.com/ritzerintro2e
https://www.polity.co.uk/browne/students/glossary/
http://www.polity.co.uk/kenbrowne/resources.asp
http://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1128&context=jclc
http://studysites.sagepub.com/haganintrocrim8e/study/chapter/handbooks/42347_7.1.pdf
http://www.crime-statistics.co.uk/postcode
http://www.ukcrimestats.com/
http://www.ons.gov.uk/
http://www.crimesurvey.co.uk/


https://www.cps.gov.uk/about/cjs.html 
 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
 

 The Adventure of English by Melvyn Bragg. This is also available on youtube.  

 emag articles about Language Change or Child Language Acquisition.  
 
www.emagazine.org.uk: 

 

Username - emagazine12 

Password - yz349qr 

 
  
CHEMISTRY 
 

"Uncle Tungsten" by Oliver Sacks 
"Mauve" by Simon Garfield 
"H2O a biography of water" by Phillip Ball 
"Stuff matters" by Mark Miodownik 
"The Periodic Kingdon" by Peter Atkins 
"Bad Science" by Ben Goldacre is not just chemistry, but a must read for anyone interested 
in science 
 
Websites: 
http://www.periodicvideos.com/ 
http://www.compoundchem.com/ 
http://www.rsc.org/learn-chemistry (the student section contains "The Mole" magazine for 
sixth form chemistry students) 
 
Journals: 
http://www.catalyststudent.org.uk/ 
 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
 
Keep up to date with current affairs 
National Geographic is an excellent journal  
  
PHYSICS 
 
Why does E=mc2 and why should we care? 
The Quantum Universe and anything that can happen does happen. 
Atom by Jim Alkali 
 
“The Feynman Lectures on Physics” will be well known by absolutely anybody with any stature 
relating to Physics in universities.   
 

https://www.cps.gov.uk/about/cjs.html
http://www.emagazine.org.uk/
http://www.periodicvideos.com/
http://www.compoundchem.com/
http://www.rsc.org/learn-chemistry
http://www.catalyststudent.org.uk/


Richard Feynman was Nobel prize winner who is renowned for his ability to explain complicated 
aspects of Physics, and his undergraduate lectures were renowned.  
 
The three volumes can be bought and they can be read for free online: 
http://www.feynmanlectures.caltech.edu/  
  
https://what-if.xkcd.com/  
 
ICT 
 
http://edition.cnn.com/tech 
http://www.computer.org/web/computingnow 
http://www.jagranjosh.com/search/computer-science_current-affairs 
 
 
TEXTILES  
 
The Textile Institute – publication journal that looks at new trends in technology within the textile 
and apparel industry. 
 
@fashionary.instagram – fashion illustrations and designer collections from across the globe 
 
Marketing Fashion (portfolio) – Harriet Posner 
 
Fashion – The definitive history of Costume and Style. DK Publishing. 
 
‘Savage Beauty’ Alexander McQueen – a designer’s career. 
 
 
DRAMA/ THEATRE STUDIES 
 

Read as many reviews of theatre productions as possible, useful websites: 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/stage/theatre+tone/reviews 

 

https://www.thestage.co.uk/whats-on/ 
 

 

Books: 

 

The Empty Space – Peter Brook 

 

Through the Body – Dymphna Callery  

The Oxford Illustrated History of Theatre - by John Russell Brown 

The Theatre of the Absurd -   Martin Esslin 

 

 
 

http://www.feynmanlectures.caltech.edu/
https://what-if.xkcd.com/
http://edition.cnn.com/tech
http://www.computer.org/web/computingnow
http://www.jagranjosh.com/search/computer-science_current-affairs
http://www.theguardian.com/stage/theatre+tone/reviews
https://www.thestage.co.uk/whats-on/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/John-Russell-Brown/e/B001IQZ9C4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


FRENCH 
 
Voltaire, Candide – could be read in French or translation if necessary 
 
Anything by Albert Camus or Emile Zola would also be good, again in translation if necessary.  
 
Sign up for the daily update email from Le Monde  
SPORTS 
 

Burke L – Practical Sports Nutrition (Human Kinetics, 2007) 
Karinch M – Diets Designed for Athletes (Human Kinetics, 2001) 
Collins M – Examining Sports Development (Routledge, 2006) 
Masterman G – Strategic Sports Event Management (Butterworth-Heinemann, 2004) 
 
  
POLITICS  

Democracy in America, Alexis de Tocqueville 

The Rights of Man, Thomas Paine  

The Social Contract, John-Jacques Rousseau  

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific – Engels 

Leviathan, Thomas Hobbes 

On Liberty, John Stuart Mill 

Second Treatise of Government, John Locke 

Utilitarianism, John Stuart Mill 

The English Constitution, Walter Bagehot  

The Federalist Papers, James Madison  

The Prince, Niccolo Machiavelli 

The Republic, Plato   

The Rights of Man, Thomas Paine   

The Social Contract, John-Jacques Rousseau   

Nations and Nationalism – Hobsbawm 

A Theory of Justice – Rawls 

Hegemony or Survival – Noam Chomsky  



Socialism, Utopian and Scientific – Engels 

Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance, Barack Obama 

The Audacity of Hope – Barack Obama  

A History of Modern Britain – Andrew Marr 

The Constitution of Liberty – Hayek 

Conservatism: Burke, Nozick, Bush, Blair – Honderich 

Reflections on the Revolution in France – Burke  

Devolution in the UK – Bogdanor 

An Enquiry Concerning Political Justice – William Godwin  

A Vindication of the Rights of Women – Mary Wollstonecraft  

Anarchism: a collection of revolutionary writings – Kroptokin 

Chavs: The Demonisation of the Working Class – Owen Jones   

Also see the Politics Review – available in print and online 
 
It is essential to follow the news and to attend the Above and Beyond talks during enrichment 
 
HISTORY 
 
AJP Taylor, The Origins of the Second World War  
 
EH Carr, What is History  
 
Anything by Eric Hobsbawm  
 
DM Loades, Power in Tudor England  
 
Alan Bullock, Parallel Lives  
 
Richard J Evans, In Defence of History 
 
Arthur Marwick, The New Nature of History  
 
Christine Bielenberg, My Past is Myself  
 
Antonia Fraser, Warrior Queens 
The Weaker Vessel  
 
Orlando Figes, A People’s Tragedy  



A Level Business Studies  
 

Books 

 
How I Made It: 40 Successful Entrepreneurs Reveal How They Made Millions - Rachel Bridge  
An essential read for anyone that is thinking about starting their own business. Successful 
Entrepreneurs are interviewed about how the spotted a gap in a market, and developed a USP.  
 
The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference - Malcolm Gladwell  
A very readable and fascinating book, which looks into the reasons products become market leaders.  

 
The Google Story - David A. Vise  
An interesting investigation into the culture at Google, includes insights into the four day working 
week and soft management styles. The questions is; are these the things that made Google the 
world’s number one search engine?  
 
The Toyota Way: 14 Management Principles from the World's Greatest Manufacturer - Jeffrey 
Liker  
Covers Japanese Management Techniques such as Kaizen and TQM.  
 
Billions of Entrepreneurs: How China and India Are Reshaping Their Futures and Yours - Tarun 
Khanna  
An investigation into Asia’s two growing economic powers.  
 
Business Stripped Bare: Adventures of a Global Entrepreneur - Sir Richard Branson  
The autobiography of Britain’s most famous entrepreneur.  
 

Sun Tzu - The Art of War for Managers: 50 Strategic Rules Updated for Today's Business - Gerald A. 
Michaelson  
Applying the ancient Chinese rules of battle to modern day business.  
 
The Intelligent Investor - Benjamin Graham  
The classic book on stock market investment, as recommended by Warren Buffet.  
 
No Logo - Naomi Klein  
Klein investigates the negative side to marketing and globalisation.  
 
House of Cards: How Wall Street's Gamblers Broke Capitalism - William D Cohan  
Explains the reason behind the continuing global financial crisis, which started in September 2008.  
 

Journal 

 
Harvard Business Review (https://hbr.org/) 
Register for limited free access to thousands of articles on new ideas and classic advice on strategy, 
innovation and leadership, for global leaders from the world's best business and management experts. 
 

Websites  

 
www.tutor2u.net – Presentations, case studies and articles on all A Level Business topics 

https://hbr.org/
http://www.tutor2u.net/


www.bized.co.uk – Resources, blog articles and information from real businesses helps to bring 
topics to life 
 
 

Sun Tzu - The Art of War for Managers: 50 Strategic Rules Updated for Today's Business - Gerald A. 
Michaelson  
Applying the ancient Chinese rules of battle to modern day business.  
 
The Intelligent Investor - Benjamin Graham  
The classic book on stock market investment, as recommended by Warren Buffet.  
 
No Logo - Naomi Klein  
Klein investigates the negative side to marketing and globalisation.  
 
House of Cards: How Wall Street's Gamblers Broke Capitalism - William D Cohan  
Explains the reason behind the continuing global financial crisis, which started in September 2008.  
 

Journal 

 
Harvard Business Review (https://hbr.org/) 
Register for limited free access to thousands of articles on new ideas and classic advice on strategy, 
innovation and leadership, for global leaders from the world's best business and management experts. 
 

Websites  

 
www.tutor2u.net – Presentations, case studies and articles on all A Level Business topics 
www.bized.co.uk – Resources, blog articles and information from real businesses helps to bring 
topics to life 
www.businesscasestudies.co.uk – Times 100 company case studies covering a range of topics with 
highly successful businesses 
www.bbc.co.uk/news/business - keep up to date with current business news to improve your 
understanding of how the theory you learn in class really works in the business world 
 
 

 

  

 
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
  

http://www.bized.co.uk/
https://hbr.org/
http://www.tutor2u.net/
http://www.bized.co.uk/
http://www.businesscasestudies.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business


  
 
 


