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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We extend the warmest of welcomes to all parents as your child starts this new academic year at The King’s 
Academy, and hope you enjoyed some rest and recreation over the summer.  For most students it is a return to 
much that is familiar, but for many it is a new start whether in Year 7, or in the Sixth Form.  For parents of our new 
joiners, we particularly welcome you and I look forward to meeting you over the coming weeks and months. 
 
Summer 2017 public exams 
It is our great pleasure to inform you that, following the Academy’s best ever results in 2016, students achieved 
another uplift in GCSE and A-level outcomes in 2017 for which we give thanks to God: 

 At GCSE, 66% of students gained good passes in both English and Maths (up nearly 8 percentage points) 

 On average, each GCSE result increased in 2017 by approximately half a grade since 2016 

 At A-level, 63% of results were at grade B or better, with 37% being A or A-star 

 90% of our A-level students gained at least three A-star to C grades 

 40% of students won places at Russell Group universities and over 70% of students secured their first choice 
places.  Two students won places at Oxford, and one at Cambridge. 

 
Staff welcomes 
We are delighted to welcome an exceptionally strong group of new staff: as Vice Principal (Pastoral), Mr Coe; in RE, 
Mrs Chadwick; in Maths, Mr Grimwood, Mr Johnson, Mr Nield and Miss Wilson; in MFL, Ms Killow; as Cleaning 
Supervisor, Mrs Lancaster; as Teacher of the Deaf, Mr Birtles and as BSL Tutor, Ms Eastwood; in Food, Miss Marron; 
in English, Ms Matheson, Miss Parkinson, Mrs Redhead, Mr Rudland and Miss Hartshorne (also Psychology); in 
Science Miss Millward; as Business Manager, Mr McAllister; and as PA and Executive Assistant, Mrs Motley. 
 
Term dates 
Please note that term dates for the academic year 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20 are now published on the school 
website ‘Information’ tab.  All parents are reminded that holidays must only be booked out of term time, with any 
rare and exceptional case request being made in writing with at least 4 weeks’ notice. 
 
Other matters 

 Year 6 Open Evening is on Thursday 28 September, 5:15 – 7:15pm. 

 Planners are a primary means of communicating with parents, and we ask that they are checked and signed 
routinely at the end of each week by a parent. 

 Uniform and appearance requirements are in the Parents’ Handbook (website, ‘Parents’ tab).   

 Chewing gum may not be brought into school under any circumstances.  It is a major cause of costly damage 
to the school environment.   

 We have agreed to act as a control group for a Leeds University education research project, which will 
involve a number of students in Year 7 taking part in a survey.  We will share further information from the 
outcomes of this project in due course, and please contact the Academy if you have any queries. 

 Main Reception currently operates from 8am until 5:30pm, with an answerphone service outside those 
times.  We are currently reviewing this provision, to ensure that contact with school is handled as efficiently 
as possible, also asking that parents would use the website as the principle source of information. 

 
 



Parental Payments (meals, trips, music lessons, resources etc.) 
ParentPay is planned to be the single means of all payments from January 2018.  As a ‘cashless school’ using this 
simple online payments system, this will much improve our efficiency by eliminating our significant cash-handling 
costs.  Further information about the change will follow, but please contact our Business Manager, Mr McAllister by 
e-mail (jmcallister@thekingsacademy.org.uk) or phone if this move is likely to cause you significant problems. As 
such: 

 New £1 coins and the new £5 and new £10 notes cannot be accepted by the cash loading machines (lunch 
payments), since we are not investing in upgrading these machines. 

 10p, 20p, 50p, £2 coins, £10 (old) and £20 notes will continue to be accepted. However the Academy 
regrettably cannot offer coin/note exchange nor manual receipt of cash. 

 ParentPay account activation details have been provided to all parents, but should you need to request them 
again please contact Mrs Sinclair (ksinclair@thekingsacademy.org.uk).  For additional information, also see 
www.parentpay.com.  

 
We wish all students and parents a very good start to this important term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr David Dawes 
Principal 
 


