
 

 
 
 
 

Friday 11 November 2016 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As the term progresses, now is a good time to inform you about several of Academy matters.  I am 
delighted to report our continued, rapid development and we are building on the summer’s results 
which were some of the very best ever.  We continue to have strong and well-balanced finances, 
having effectively managed funding challenges that are common to schools nationwide.   
 
We are privileged to be staffed with outstanding professionals, and continue to be very heavily over-
subscribed for Year 7 admissions (with nearly 900 visitors having come to our Year 6 Open Evening in 
September).  The Sixth Form has already had unprecedented interest for September 2017 admissions, 
including from students currently at other schools, and this week’s Beauty and the Beast musical 
production has been yet another enormous triumph in the Academy’s long history of excellence in 
performing arts. 
 
Key Dates 2016/17 
Please find enclosed our Key Dates calendar for this academic year, also noting that we have published 
Term Dates for 2016/17 and 2017/18 on the Academy website. 
 
Individualised Learning Leadership / SENCo  
Following her most careful consideration, I write to inform you of Mrs Waistle’s decision to step down 
from the position of SENCo with immediate effect whilst continuing within the Academy to focus on 
coordinating provision for the Higher Learning Needs resource base.  Mrs Waistle has undertaken her 
SENCo responsibilities with diligence and the greatest of care for her students since taking up the role 
over two years ago, whilst managing the ever-increasing demands and complexity of this post.  I offer 
the Academy’s sincere thanks for all that Mrs Waistle has done, also recognising the considerable 
personal sacrifice she has made over this demanding period. 
 
Strategic leadership of Individualised Learning, along with the nominated post of SENCo, are now 
taken temporarily by Miss Helen Smith (Assistant Principal).  Miss Smith will be supported by the 
specialist expertise that continues from within and beyond The King’s Academy’s Senior Individualised 
Learning Team, including that from Mrs Waistle who continues to contribute expertly within this team. 
 
Social Media 
Social media is a great tool when used with care.  As you know, the Academy’s use of media includes 
text messaging, letters, telephone, website, Open Evenings, and Parents’ Information and 
Consultation Evenings.  At the most recent Information evening earlier this term, over 120 parents 
attended and we look forward to similar events in the future. 
 
Unhelpfully, a hoaxers’ website (“Prank your friends with fake news”) last week spread pretend 
‘news’, trying to cause concern amongst the community over the Academy’s future.  Schools recognise 
the challenges of social media and would not usually comment on false rumours and gossip.  Most 
readers quickly recognised this hoax for what it was, and a few parents contacted us to seek 
reassurance.  As a result we issued a ClarionCall message and the fake article was reported and 
immediately removed from the ‘prank’ website. 
 



Parents are also reassured that the Academy and Governors recognise the importance of preserving 
the professional and personal reputations of staff, being the Academy’s most valuable asset.  ‘Trolling’ 
and offence through social media or otherwise will not be accepted and the Academy and Governors 
will take legal action if necessary including the involvement of police in cases of criminality (e.g. 
defamation, abuse, harassment).  We encourage parents to report to us directly should you receive a 
‘share’ that may be of this type. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr David Dawes 
Principal 
 


