
 

 
 
 
 

Friday 16 September 2016 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Firstly, a very warm welcome to parents of each of our new students, with many families joining The King’s 
Academy family for the very first time.  We hope your son or daughter finds this to be a place where they can 
learn and achieve to their very highest.  We also hope that they will grow in character and enjoy the calm 
and settled environment that comes from the extraordinary commitment of staff that makes this the 
exceptional school that it is. 
 

Summer 2016 GCSE and A-level results summary 
 

On the matter of the school being exceptional, I am pleased to share with you that there has been a 
significant uplift in students’ results: 
 

GCSEs 

 On average, our students made around three grades more progress than similar students 
nationally 

 59% of students achieved at least a grade ‘C’ in both English and Maths 
A-levels 

 Overall, the best results in the Academy’s history 

 61% of grades were A*, A or B 

 90% of grades were at least ‘C’ 

 On average, our students made significantly more progress than similar students nationally 

 At AS (Year 12), there was a 10-20% uplift in the proportions of students reaching or exceeding 
each grade threshold 

 

The last year was a demanding one of considerable challenge, change and adjustment, but these outcomes 

should be a great encouragement to parents and staff – and especially to students whose ambitions have 

been achieved because of their excellent studies.  Very well done to all, and I have conveyed to staff the 

appreciation expressed by Governors which I am sure would be the wishes of parents. 

General matters 
 

We are very pleased with the new start that students have made to term, and it is always helpful to offer 
some reminders at this early point in the term: 
 

 Planners: students enter homework that is set each day, and obtain their parent or carer’s (and no 
other) signature at the end of the week.  We use planners as a vital tool for communicating between 
home and school, as well as for students to record their homework. 

 Mobile phones: these are not allowed to be seen or used at all in school between 8:20am and 
3:40pm, except by Sixth Form students in their Study Centre and Common Room.  Also, it is essential 
that students do not do homework with their mobile device within ear-shot.  The frequent 
interruptions caused by mobiles during homework prevent students from developing the ability to 
concentrate for extended periods.  This seriously inhibits deeper thinking and learning, which is 
extremely damaging over the longer term. 

 
 



Upcoming Events 
 

Year 6 Open Evening – Wednesday 21 September, 5:30 – 7:15pm 
For students in Year 6 joining secondary school in September 2017, we warmly invite parents and children 
to visit The King’s Academy on Wednesday evening.  As well as an opportunity to tour the Academy, meet 
and speak with current students and visit departments and meet staff, there will be an opportunity to 
hear about the Academy’s principles and vision, to discuss admissions, and – always very popular – to 
sample typical menu items from the Dining Room. 
 

Prize-Giving – Tuesday 27 September, 2:00 – 3:40pm (all students, and parents of prize winners) 
This annual whole-school event takes place during the last two lessons of Tuesday 27 September.  We 
have re-scheduled the event to ensure attendance for all students (including those new to Year 7).  As 
well as a guest speaker and the awarding of prizes, including to recent alumni, there will be a number of 
performances during the afternoon.  Regrettably we are unable to extend an invition to all parents 
because of limitations to seating capacity, but we look forward to welcoming all parents of prize 
recipients (who will be notified shortly). 
 

Parents’ Update Evening – all parents invited – Tuesday 27 September, 6:00 – 7:00pm 
You may be aware that The King’s Academy has been developing rapidly.  We would very much like to 
share with parents the developments that have taken place and that are underway, and also the vision 
for the school going forward.  We have invited Mr Nigel Robson (Chair of Governors, and also Chair of 
Emmanuel Schools Foundation) and Mr Jonathan Winch (Executive Principal within the Foundation) to 
join us and to speak also.  We would also like to offer refreshments to parents, and the opportunity to 
raise a question before the meeting – in particular so that we can ensure items of general parental 
interest are addressed.  We hope that you may be able to attend, and ask that you would respond on the 
slip below if you wish to do so, also raising any matter that you think would be of general parental interest 
for us to address. 

 

Finally, I wish you very well over this new term, and please do not hesitate to contact staff (including form 
Tutors, Heads of Year or subject teachers and leaders) here at The King’s Academy should you need any 
assistance with schooling matters for your son or daughter.  We consider it a great privilege to help you to 
educate them, and look forward to supporting you in this over the coming year and beyond. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Mr David Dawes 
Principal 
 

 

Response Slip  
Parents’ Update Evening, Tuesday 27 September, 6.00pm – 7.00pm 

 

Please list any item for discussion at the above event which may of general parental interest: 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I look forward to attending the above evening along with the following additional attendees:   
 

1   /   2  (please circle as appropriate)  Please note that the Evening is for Parents and Carers only. 
 

Parent of: …………………………………………………………. Tutor Group: ……………………………………………… 

Parent Name (please print): ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Please return completed response slip to Reception by Friday 23 September 2016.  Thank you. 


