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Thursday 20 July 2017 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
 
As the year draws to a close, it is both timely and a great pleasure to reflect on the year’s highlights.  
We also would like to thank all parents, staff and students for their contribution and support that 
has made The King’s Academy into the incredible place it has become.  Thank you. 
 
Some key events during the academic year 2016-17: 

September 2016 to July 2017: 25 separate House competitions 
September: Sixth Form Induction – residential at Ulverston; fresh new Year 7’s; new-style 
planners; Prize Giving with the whole school for the first time; Year 6 Open Evening; House 
Assemblies; Great North Run steward assistance. 
October: Auschwitz trip for two Sixth Form students. 
November: musical production of Beauty and the Beast; ESF Business Game (Year 9); Year 11 
GCSE rehearsal exams; first Tutor Parents’ Evening (Years 7-10). 
December: Carol Service; Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party; first ‘Christmas Cracker’ whole-school 
event; Year 7 & 8 Pantomime visit. 
January: Careers Fair; Fashion Show; Ofsted inspection confirmed our ‘Good’ grading; launch of 
new scheme of assemblies / linked tutor reflections; Engineering visit to Jaguar; Nissan Robotics 
competition; Enterprise and Business Challenge competitions (St James’ Park / Ethiad Statdium). 
February: half-term break access for year 11 to Sixth Form Study Centre for first time; annual Ski 
trip; Baroness Harris visit; Robotics challenge at Caterpillar. 
March: visit by Champion Forest Baptist Church delegates; ESF Olympics; Theatre Royal, 
Newcastle – opera visit for Years 9 & 10; Food Tech visit to SK Chilled Foods; Enterprise 
Competition (York). 
May: Deaf Awareness Week; new curriculum English and Maths GCSEs first sitting; Microsoft 
STEM Computer Science competition (Cambridge). 
June: first annual Activities Week; Tall Ships expedition; Race for Life 5k; Duke of Edinburgh 
expeditions; Year 6 Induction Week; Community Action Week for Sixth Form. 
July: week-long Science presentation by Sixth Form at the Annual Exhibition of the Royal Society, 
London as one of only 22 exhibitors alongside others such as Oxford University and Microsoft; 
Year 11 Prom; Arts and Music Evening; Sports Day; Sports Review Dinner; South Africa visit (Sixth 
Form). 

We express a deep debt of gratitude to our staff, who have applied thousands of hours of effort and 
expertise to provide such a broad and exceptional offering. 
 
Looking forward, the coming academic year presents enormous opportunities.  Firstly, I am 
delighted to inform you that we have been accepted as only the twentieth school in the country to 
offer a Combined Cadet Force (Royal Marines) unit to its students.  We anticipate the unit opening 
early in Spring term of the coming academic year, and it will be a superb extension for the 
Academy’s long-standing principle of providing character-first education for our students. 
 
Farewells – despite the great strength of the Academy built over fourteen years, we are not immune 
to the effects of the financial strain being placed upon the education sector.  In addition to the 
regular ebb and flow of staff, our number departing this year has been increased by the outcomes of 
restructuring as a result of large financial pressures meaning that it has been necessary to reorganise 
for the continuing highest quality of schooling for our students.  We wish the very best to departing 



staff: Miss Leanne Hall, Miss Jenifer Meagher, Miss Abigail Henry, Mrs Julie Breckon, Mrs Becky 
Waistle, Mrs Jayne Leverton, Ms Beth Baughan, Mrs Mary Holmes, Mr Arron Leahy, Mrs Beverley 
Noble, Mrs Nicola Pemberton, Mrs Chantelle Turton, Mr Lee Rudd, Mrs Tracy Ward, Mr Gary 
Chipchase, Mrs Sara Bell, Mr Brian Dunleavy, Mrs Gerry Makin, Mr Peter Sutcliffe, Miss Jenna 
Johnson and Mrs Jenny Stewart.  As we bid these staff a very fond farewell, we also look forward to 
newly welcoming further excellent staff in September, including Mr Coe who has been appointed as 
Vice Principal (Pastoral) to work alongside Mr Wiecek in the first instance. 
 
Summer break access: The academy will close for students and parents over the summer holidays 
from 2:50pm today and will reopen on Tuesday 5 September at 8:20am.  Apart from the A level 
(Thursday 17 August) and GCSE (Thursday 24 August) results days, access to school will only be 
available by appointment during the holidays.  Access to the school uniform shop is available during 
the school holidays on an appointment only basis.  A full list of dates and times and booking facilities 
can be accessed through the parents’ section of the school website. 
 
Uniform and appearance reminders: all requirements can be found easily in the Parents’ Handbook 
which is in the Parents’ section of the website.  Nevertheless, it may be helpful to remind you from 
the Handbook that: 

 Shoes must be black, and polishable.  (Not boots / trainers) 

 Long hair must be tied back (not up), and cut no shorter than a Number 3 

 Jewellery: no studs, even if concealed under a sticking plaster, meaning that any lobe 
piercing for girls must be done early in the summer break 

 Trousers must be of the brand and type specified in the Handbook (Slimbridge / Trutex) – 
which you can get from the Academy shop. 

Please be reminded that students may be sent home if they do not have the correct appearance and 
uniform. 
 
Could I finally wish all parents, students and their families a good opportunity for rest and recreation 
over the summer.  As an Academy, we reflected this week on Christ’s words, which we believe to be 
particularly apposite at this time: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest.” (Matthew 11v28). 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr David Dawes 
Principal 
 
 


