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Friday 24 March 2017 
 
Dear Parent, 
 

Year 8 Activities Week 
Monday 19 June – Friday 23 June 2017 (£15.00 cost per student) 

 
I am writing to make you aware that we will be introducing an ‘Activity Week’ as part of the curriculum for all students 
during the summer term. 
 
Activity Weeks have been a long established tradition in our sister schools and have allowed students to benefit from a 
series of events designed to enhance their learning both within and outside the classroom.  They are always well received 
by the students and have become an established and enjoyable feature of the Academy calendar. 
 
During Activity Week, the normal timetable will be suspended and students will work on extended activities, supported by 
Academy staff. This is also a very efficient approach that reduces disruption to the curriculum at other times in the year.  
 
In Year 8 students will rotate through a series of day-long activities which are designed to challenge their thinking and 
develop and understanding of will take part in a series of day long activities based upon English and Science which are 
designed to challenge them to think in different ways and apply their skills to new topics. Visits to local venues will further 
enhance their learning.   
 
For Year 8 students, the week will run as set out below, at a cost of only £15.00 per student. 
 
 

Day 1 Science Science Day -  A day of numerous scientific challenges and activities showcasing a wide 
range of hands on practical science tasks cover all 3 science disciplines 

Day 2 History Life in Victorian times (day one). Using police reports & witness statements, students 
investigate a Murder Mystery and collaborate in preparing information and relevant 
document required leading to a trial. 

For students who wish to there will be the option of exploring and investigating life in 
Victorian times including a Victorian court and penal systems at the York Castle Museum 
(additional cost of £13.50) 

Day 3  History Life in Victorian times (day two). Using the information gained in day one, students 
participate in a mock trial, following which they will report the events of the case and 
publish a Victorian style newspaper 

Day 4 Science Students visit The Centre for life in Newcastle where they will experience ‘Dino Jaws’ (an 
amazing exhibition from the Natural History Museum, featuring life-size animatronic 
dinosaur heads – including the terrifying T. rex!), a 4D motion ride, science theatre, 
planetarium and an exciting science workshop 

Day 5 Science Students remain on site and carry out a series of forensic science activities comparing those 
of Victorian times and of the 21st century 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



As always costs have been kept to a minimum and the overall price of £15.00 per student includes significant discounts that 
we have been able to negotiate.  The cost of the optional visit to the York Castle Museum will be £13.50. 
 
The preferred payment method is ParentPay, if you require an activation letter for ‘ParentPay’, please contact Mrs Thorpe 
at the Academy on 01642 577577. Alternatively, cash or cheques made payable to ‘The King’s Academy’, should be placed 
in a sealed envelope marked ‘Activities Week’ and handed in to reception by no later than Friday 7 April 2017 along with the 
parental consent form and return slip. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr D Dawes 
Principal 
 

 
Year 8 Activities Week 

Monday 19 to Friday 23 June 2017 
 

 
Student Name: _______________________________  Tutor Group: ___________________________ 
 
I understand the activities being arranged during activities week and agree to my son/daughter taking part. 
I would/ would not like them to take part in the optional trip to The Castle Museum in York at a cost of £13.50. 
 
I have enclosed cash/cheque for £15.00 / £28.50. 
 
I have paid via ParentPay   
 
Parent’s Signature: _____________________________   Date: _________________________ 
 
 
Parent’s Name (please print):  ____________________________________________________ 
 
   

 
To be returned to reception along with the parental consent form by Friday 7 April 2017 

 

 


