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Dear Parents           Friday 20 January 2017 
 
With just one term (13 weeks) remaining before GCSE and A-level sittings, I write as the Academy moves again onto an 
examinations footing.  As well as timetabled lessons and the usual extra-curricular programme of activities, students are 
benefitting from exceptional levels of additional support across all subject departments.  I know that parents and students 
certainly value this commitment by teachers at this most important time in students’ education. 
 
Exam preparation advice 
Mr Johnson presented to parents of Year 11 students earlier this week at Parents’ Evening, and we hope it is valuable to 
share with parents of students from all year groups particular points: 

1. Start revision now.  If this is difficult: 
a. Start small with a cycle of 10 mins revision / 10 mins break (repeating six times to occupy two hours, 

meaning 60 mins of revision per night).   
b. Work up by adding 10 mins per day to the revision cycle over the next five days 
c. Within a week, you should be on a cycle of 50 mins revision / 10 mins break (repeating three times to 

occupy three hours, meaning 2½ hours’ revision per night) 
2. Use ‘spaced’ revision, changing subjects or topics being studied regularly, so allowing forgetting time which 

reinforces long-term memory and skills development. 
3. Self-test regularly (including with online resources e.g. MyMaths.co.uk) 
4. Probe ‘Why?’ repeatedly, taking notes and ensuring you develop deep understanding 
5. Disciplines: 

a. Study alone, or at least in silence if with others (e.g. in a public library); paired and group study is not 
effective unless occasionally being used for testing 

b. Jet lag – avoid losing Mondays by keeping your body clock regular: don’t lay in bed beyond an extra hour 
at weekends 

c. Smartphone – make it inaccessible whilst studying 
 
New Staff – January 2017 
We are delighted to welcome new colleagues this term: Mrs Boyes and Mrs Harris (Learning Support), Mrs Wright (RE), 
Mrs King (German / French), Mr Crawford and Mr Cook (Maths), Mr Rowling and Mrs Redhead (English), Mr Love 
(Geography), Miss Finn (Health and Social Care). 
 
Late Bus – last day of operation Thursday 2 February 2017 
Following a review of our transport arrangements, the 5pm ‘late bus’ which has up until now been fully funded from the 
Academy’s budget will no longer run after Thursday 2 February 2017.  We are confident that parents will be able to make 
alternative transport arrangements, including excellent public transport options. 
 
Consultation – Admissions Arrangements (from September 2018) 
Please note that the last date is Monday 30 January for submitting written comments on Admissions Arrangements for 
September 2018 to Mrs Keay (akeay@thekingsacademy.org.uk).  As notified by ClarionCall to parents before the Christmas 
break, the consultation document is available to view on the Academy website from the ‘Information’ tab under 
‘Admissions’. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
David Dawes 
Principal  


