
Admissions to The King's Academy - Appeal Procedures 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
If it is not possible for The King's Academy to offer a child a place in accordance with a parent's preference, the parent has 
a right of appeal to an Independent Appeal Panel. 
 
That Panel is empowered to make a final decision on the matter and that decision is binding on both the Academy and 
the parent. 
 
THE APPEAL PANEL 
 
The Appeal Panel will comprise either three or five people, at least one of whom will be a "lay person" who has no 
connection with the general world of education other than as a School Governor.  At least one other member will have 
experience of the general education scene in and around Middlesbrough.  However, none of the Panel members are to 
be either employees of the Academy or members of the Academy Board of Governors and none will have been involved 
in the original allocation of places at The King's Academy. 
 
BEFORE THE HEARING 
 
At least 10 school days notice of the hearing of an Appeal will be given to parents and the Academy will seek to hold the 
hearing at a venue convenient to all parties.  At least 7 days prior to the hearing, the Principal of The King's Academy will 
supply to the Clerk to the Appeal Panel, and to the parents, a written statement.  This will summarise the way in which 
the Academy's admission policy was applied to the case in question and the reasons for the decision.  The parents will 
have already outlined their reasons for the appeal in writing when returning the Appeal Form but they may send further 
written comment to the Clerk if they so wish. 
 
THE APPEAL HEARING 
 
Prior to the commencement of the individual Appeal hearing, the Academy will present their general case to parents.  
During this session, parents will have the opportunity to ask any general questions relating to the Academy’s case.   
 
On the day of the hearing, parents have the opportunity either to have their case considered on the written evidence 
available or to meet with the Appeal Panel and put their own case forward. 
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the hearings are held in an informal manner.  Parents do, however, at the discretion 
of the Panel, have the opportunity to be accompanied by a friend or be represented by someone acting on their behalf. 
 
The procedure is a matter for the Clerk to the Panel, but is likely to take the following course, in this order and without 
interruption: - 
 

• The Academy makes its case for not offering a place, followed by questions from the Panel and  parents; 

• The parents make their case for appeal, followed by questions from the Panel and Academy; 

• Summing up by the Academy; 

• Summing up by the parent. 
 
AFTER THE HEARING 
 
It is possible that more than one appeal may be made in respect of places in The King's Academy and so no decisions will 
be made until all the cases have been heard.  This means that parents will normally be informed in writing, by the Clerk 
to the Panel, of the Panel's decision and the reason for it by first class post as soon as possible after the Appeal Panel has 
completed its business.  The Academy will also inform the Local Education Authority of the outcome of all appeals. 
 



THE APPEAL PANEL DECISION 
 
Remember that the Appeal Panel is an independent body and its decision is binding on both The King's Academy and the 
parents. 
 

 
NOTE: 
 
The King’s Academy Admissions Policy determines admission for its 240 places in Year 7, 208 places in Years 8 and 9 and 215 places in 
Years 10 and 11 in the following order of priority: 
 

After the admission of pupils with Statements of Special Educational Need or Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), DHI, VI 

and Higher Learning Needs and for whom The King’s Academy has consented to be named on the Statement*1, the remaining 

available places will be allocated in the following order priority: 

 
1. ‘Children looked after’ (in public care) and children previously ‘looked after’ but ceased to be so because they became adopted 
or became subject to a residence or special guardianship order immediately following having been looked after. 

 

2. Those who have a sibling*2 who will be on the Academy Roll in the September of the proposed entry. 

 
3. Children of staff employed by the school where the member of staff has been employed by the school for two or more years at 
the time at which the application for admission to the school is made, or where the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post 
for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage. 

 
4. For up to 10% of the Academy’s intake, for students identified on the basis of aptitude for modern foreign 

languages. 

 

5. Those living permanently in the Admission Zone *3 who express a preference. 

 
6. Those who have social and/or medical reasons for attending the Academy which, in the latter circumstances, are 
substantiated by Middlesbrough Local Authority’s medical advisers and accepted by the Academy. 

 
7. Those children who are eligible to receive the ‘service premium’ under section 14 of the Education Act 2002 for the purposes 
of supporting the pastoral needs of the children of Armed Services personnel. 

 
8. Those children who reside closest to the Academy boundary, measured in a straight line. That line to be taken 
from the front door of the child’s home to the main entrance of the Academy. 
 
When distinguishing between pupils within the same criteria, the pupil with the highest next criteria will be admitted i.e. two pupils 
with siblings attending the Academy in the September of admission, the pupil who lives closest to the Academy will be admitted.   
 

 

 
*1 Detailed information will be made available on request. 
*2 A sibling is defined as a brother, half-brother, step-brother, sister, half-sister or step-sister who lives permanently 
in the same home as a student already attending the Academy, i.e address at which the family is registered for child benefit. 
(Proof of address may be required) 
*3 The Admission Zone incorporates the areas which formerly served Brackenhoe and Coulby Newham Schools. If you 
are unsure, please contact Mrs Peverell, Admissions Officer, at The King’s Academy on 01642 577577. 

 
 


