
Task A Produce a detailed spider diagram showing the development of 
medicine in the twentieth century.

Your spider diagram should be informative and clearly presented. It could 
include:

Public Health:
- Booth and Rowntree
- Boer War
- Liberal Reforms (1906-11)
- Impact of World War Two
- Beveridge Report
- NHS

Surgery
- Karl Landsteiner and blood groups
- Harold Gillies and skin grafting
- Archibald McIndoe and plastic surgery
- Christian Barnaard and heart transplants

Treatment of disease
- Fleming and penicillin
- Development of other forms of medicine in the twentieth century (ie: 

Thalidomide)

You have notes for all of the above in your books and in your revision guide (if 
you purchased one). If you cannot find the information you are looking for, use 

online revision sites to help you.

Summer Homework (1)– GCSE History – Britain, 
Health and the People

Complete Tasks A and B

Task A: Spend at least one hour on this
Task B: Spend twenty minutes (ten mins planning, ten mins writing) 



TASK B How useful is source A to a historian studying the black 
death? (8/10mins)

Flagellants belonging to the Brothers of the Cross scourging themselves during the Black Death

1. Study Source A. How useful is Source A to a historian studying… 
(8 marks/10 minutes)

L4 As L3, plus I will look at content and provenance
I will show how the source fits into the broader context of the 
time

7-8 marks

L3 I will write at least one detailed paragraph with good own 
knowledge explaining how it is useful. 
I will look at content or provenance

5-6 marks 

L2 I will simply explain why it is useful but my ideas will lack 
explanation and knowledge

3-4 marks

L1 I will make basic sentences about the source and do not explain 
why it is useful

1-2 marks

The Black Death
Many people became Flagellants during the Black Death as they believed that God had caused 
the plague due to the sins of man. They thought that if they whipped themselves they would 
show God how sorry they were and he would stop the plague. There were many other ways 
people attempted to cure it however including many home remedies such as old treacle and 
crushed emeralds. The truth was that nobody knew what was causing it or how to cure it so 
people tried anything.

Useful Q hints
• Explain how it is useful using both the content of the source (what the picture shows you) 

and the provenance (5 W’s)
• You do not need to talk about how it is not useful. Be positive about the source – how would 

it help and historian? 
• Write 1 paragraph on ways it is useful and 1 paragraph on ways it is less useful. Finish with a 

conclusion where you assess how useful the source is on balance.


