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                              Friday 20 July 2018 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We end the academic year having spent recent weeks in our assemblies and Tutor Reflections looking at 
‘perspectives’.  One of the purposes of any break or rest is indeed to withdraw – as Christ did with his apostles 
when they returned from being sent to minister – to refresh our perspectives.  It can be difficult to arrange a 
time of quiet reflection (and, for some, prayer) in our age of challenges, responsibilities and distractions, but it 
is all the more important because of them. 
 
1. Farewells 
Always a sad time for any community, we bid fond farewells to: Mr Brown, Mr Stewart (who has been with the 
Academy since it opened in 2003), Mrs Swales, Miss Millward, Mr Chester, Miss Harland, Mr Randle, Miss 
Dodgson, Mr Lambe, Mr L Smith and Mrs Scott.   
 
We have been enormously blessed with recruiting extraordinarily high quality staff to the school for September, 
when we will introduce them.  I am also very pleased to inform you that Mr Ferstenberg, our former Director of 
Sixth Form, has been appointed Headteacher of Wolsingham School. 
 
2. Internal Appointments 
I am delighted to confirm the following new internal appointments, along with some into previously temporary 
posts: 

SEND and Admissions Manager Mrs Peverell 
Attendance and Welfare Manager Mrs Atkins 
Business Management Assistant Miss Booth 
Sensory Support Coordinator Mrs MacDonald 
HLTA – Higher Learning Needs Mrs Bailey 
HLTA – Deaf and Hearing Impaired Mrs Brown 
Assistant Heads of Year Mrs Baker (KS3), Mr Baughan (KS4) 
Head of Year 8 Miss Parry 
Assistant Heads of Sixth Form Ms Gibson, Miss Yuill 
Director of Safeguarding Mrs Manthy 
KS5 Coordinator of Maths Mr Nield 
Director of Staff Development Mrs Gibbons 

 
3. Parent and student matters 
Whilst the Parent Handbook ( ‘Parents’ tab on website) is the point of reference for the majority of matters, 
including uniform, equipment and appearance, please note that our rules on styles of bag have already changed 
for incoming Year 7s.  Rules on bags for students in Years 8-11 will change for September 2019 to allow existing 
students a full academic year of transition.  The change will be that bags must be plain black back-packs only, 
with sufficient space for A4 files, books, equipment and sports kit. 
 
A new system will be in operation from September such that any student who is First Called will have his/her 
parents contacted during the day and will be required to attend a one-hour detention on the evening.  During 
this, the student will also be invited to repair the damaged relationship with the member of staff, being vital to 
the entire Academy community. 
 
Please also see the notice on the website (Information / Uniform) about delayed blazer availability.   
                         Cont./ 



4. Academic studies and attendance 
a. Attendance –with regret the Academy has had no alternative but to engage the Local Authority in 

parental prosecutions for students taking unauthorised absence, including where term time 
holidays have been misrepresented as sickness absence.  Whilst damaging the crucial relationship 
between home and school, any unnecessary absences communicate to children that their education 
is not valued, as well as the obvious severe practical disruption it causes to their learning and 
therefore long-term prospects. The vast majority of students attend reliably (above 97%) and 
punctually, and we ask that all parents would ensure this (per the ‘Parental Agreement’ signed in 
Year 7). 

b. Year 10 (becoming Year 11 in September): as with all students entering Year 11 for the past few 
years, all subject departments have issued holiday studies that must be completed before students 
return in September.  This is also posted on the website (‘Students / Year 10 Summer Homework’). 

c. A-level and GCSE students 2018: we wish all of our students the very best for their results, published 
on Thursdays 16 and 23 August respectively.  We look forward to next year’s new Year 12 joining 
the Sixth Form with the two-day Residential to Ulverston at the start of term. 

d. Year 12: it is important that students return in September fully prepared for their final school year.  
In a small number of cases, students are returning to re-sit exams on Tuesday 4 September with 
their passing of these determining whether they are permitted to continue their studies. 

 
5. Buildings development 
The Academy is now 15 years old, and much of the original building and ancillaries are in need of overhaul to 
ensure that they continue to ensure a high quality environment for the school community.  As well as extensive 
improvements already completed to the interior lighting in the Academy (Reception and Main Hall), further 
works have been scheduled over the summer break by our Facilities team including: refurbishment of a number 
of classrooms; relocation of Sixth Form common room and Library; Academy kitchen equipment refresh; 
updated Audio-Visual for the Sports Hall; fixing of car-park pot-holes and line marking; as well as many other 
essential items of maintenance and repair. 
 
As we look back on a great but challenging year of development and change in the Academy, we can be thankful 
to God for the very many blessings we have seen, whilst recognising that there have been many trials also.  
Through both of these we hope to grow in our faith in Christ, and in our perseverance and wisdom.  We wish all 
students and staff a very good summer, and I trust that I represent parents correctly in expressing my thanks to 
the exceptional staff here for their tireless commitment throughout the year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Dawes 
Principal 
     


