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Dear Parents and Carers              Friday 28 September 2018 
 

It is once again a privilege to write to you early in the school year, and we especially welcome parents of new 
starters at The King’s Academy.  Joining a new school can be challenging whether at age 11 or Sixth Form, and 
as parents and staff our aim is to make this important time valuable as preparation for the coming years of 
learning and growth.  We are also delighted to inform you that public exam results for 2018 continued the 
upward trend in our students’ achievements, with 69% gaining basic passes (grade 4/C) in GCSE English and 
Maths and 48% at grade 5.  At A-level, 90% of our students gained places at their first-choice universities, 
including half of these at the major Russell Group institutions.  Congratulations to all these students. 
 

1. New Staff 
Along with new students, each year brings with it new starters in classroom and support roles to our 210-strong 
body of staff.  Recruitment into schools has never been tougher, so we are especially pleased to have joining us 
the very best staff that any school could hope for.  In support staff roles we have: Mrs Glazebrook (Cleaning 
Supervisor); Miss Roberts and Mrs Williams (Administration).  In classroom posts, including some returning staff, 
are: Mr Fehzan, Mrs Clare, Mr O’Donnell, Miss Ripley, Mrs Vaughan, Mrs Williams, Miss Winter (LSAs); Dr Baird 
(Head of Science); Mr Shovlin (Head of Physics); C/Sgt Calvert RM (CCF); Mrs Moffat and Miss Robertson (RE); 
Mrs Connor (Food Science); Mr Davies (PE); Mrs Dickinson (Music); Miss Garland (Geography); Miss Henry and 
Mr Parker (English); Mrs Milburn (VI); Mrs Sherwood, Mr Garwood and Mrs Welford (Science); Mr Swires 
(Maths); Mr Villegas (Computing).  Please join us in welcoming our new staff, and I am also pleased to announce 
the appointment of Mr Coe as Vice Principal (Ethos and Community), and Mr Starkey as Head of Sixth Form. 
 

2. Year 6 Open Evening – Thursday 4 October, 5:30-7:15pm 
We welcome parents and prospective Year 6 students to our annual Open Evening, this Thursday from 5:30pm.  
This is traditionally very well attended with talks, tours, demonstrations, school meals samples, uniform, 
admissions information – in fact everything about the school to help make that important decision over choice 
of secondary school. The secondary school applications deadline is Wednesday 31 October. 
 

3. New Year 11 (first rehearsal exams commencing a week on Monday, 8 October) 
Our annual Year 11 Essential Preparation Supper took place on Tuesday, with attendance from the vast majority 
of the cohort, signalling the huge commitment between students, parents and the Academy to ensure all 
students achieve at their highest level in the fast-approaching summer 2019 exams (21 school weeks of studies 
remaining).  Please note the accompanying letter for Year 11 from Mr Reader which also links to our bespoke, 
80-page 2018/19 Course Summaries and Revision Schedule book that has been issued to every student. 
 

4. Attendance and Punctuality 
Students’ attendance rates have started the year very strongly, with the vast majority on target for 100% for 
2018/19.  At whatever age and stage, this remains crucial, to ensure a student’s uninterrupted education. 
 

5. Combined Cadet Force (Royal Marines) Launch 
We are delighted that our CCF has launched, under the leadership of Lt Garwood and C/Sgt Calvert, with a much 
higher level of interest than is typically expected of a new unit, and over 50 cadets attended the first afternoon’s 
activities.  We will provide joining opportunities for further cadets as our capacity rises with the training of our 
junior leaders; see our website for details. 
 

Please also note that website resources, e.g. our 2018/19 Parent Handbook, provide excellent information.  We 
wish all students and parents a very good continuation to this important term. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 


