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To All Year 8 Parents 
Monday 28 January 2019 

 

Dear Parents 
 

Year 8 Activities Week Programme: Monday 24 June to Friday 28 June 2019 (from £20) 
 
We are pleased to confirm that we will be holding our annual Activities Week as part of students’ curriculum 
from Monday 24 to Friday 28 June. Activities Week allows students to benefit from a series of events designed 
to enhance their learning both within and outside the classroom.   
 
In Year 8, those students not taking part in the Battlefields trip will select their programme of activities for the 
week from a range of free and chargeable options (see below). All students will attend a compulsory visit to 
the Centre for Life in Newcastle as part of their science curriculum on one day of the week. This trip will cost 
£20. On the remaining four days, students will choose to participate in a range of activities from across the 
curriculum:  
 

 Yorkshire Wildlife Park (1 day, £20): a day at “Britain’s Number 1 Walkthrough Wildlife Attraction”. 
Highlights include lions, tigers, black rhino, a walkthrough lemur colony and England’s only polar bears. 
Please note that this trip will return to the Academy around 6pm due to the distance to the Yorkshire 
Wildlife Park. 

 

 Warner Bros Studios (1 day, £49): students will travel to the Warner Bros studios (Watford) and walk 
in the footsteps of Harry Potter through Hogwarts’ Great Hall, the Forbidden Forest and Diagon Alley, 
as well as recreating the magic of casting spells, exploring the props and costumes used in the films. 
Please note that this trip will depart at approximately 6.30am and return at approximately 6.30pm 
(exact times to be confirmed).  

 

 Tontine Afternoon Tea (1 day, £12): a morning sampling afternoon tea alongside participating in a 
“behind the scenes” tour at the iconic Cleveland Tontine Hotel. Students will then return to the 
Academy to create a high class and professional product that could be served in the Tontine as part 
of their afternoon tea menu.  
 

 Yorkshire Sculpture Park (1 day, £23): students will engage in a guided tour around the park, exploring 
the art and sculpture in the landscape often referred to as “art without walls” before creating their 
own outdoor sculptures.  
 

 Harry Potter Experience (3 days, £38 for 3 day programme): students will explore the Hogwarts 
grounds from the first film by spending one day visiting Alnwick Castle and one day visiting Durham 
Cathedral; on the third day, students will participate in related activities in school, including stop 
motion animation based on Fantastic Beasts.  
 

 Engineering: Where does our energy come from? (1 day, £7): students will have the opportunity to 
visit Hartlepool Power Station, learning how and where our electricity comes from, as well as gaining 
an insight into the construction and operation of the plant.  

 

 Music: Composing (1 day, £15): students will visit the Tees Valley Music Studio to either participate in 
the Sound Pod’s ‘Rock Factory’ or create some amazing rhythms on instruments from around the 
world, such as drums from Japan, Africa and Brazil.  
 



 

 Drama: Theatre in Education Performance (2 days, free): on the first day, students will create a 15-
minute Theatre in Education performance for a primary school audience and prepare a 45-minute 
practical workshop to explore the performance with the audience in more detail. On the second day, 
students will visit two local primary schools as a professional theatre company, perform their work 
from day one, and lead the workshop with primary pupils.  

 

 Duke of Edinburgh (2 days, free): students will spend a day exploring the local hills, learning and 
practising map reading and navigation. Students will spend a second day on-site, practising skills 
included tent building and outdoor cooking. Students will require appropriate outdoor clothing for 
this activity.  
 

 Climbing, on site (1 day, free): are you ready to take on the challenge of the mighty climbing wall? 
Students will have the opportunity to venture out onto the Academy’s climbing facilities (climbing wall 
and high ropes course) and will also take part in orienteering activities.  
 

 Royal Marines Combined Cadet Force (1 day, free): students will have the opportunity to work with 
representatives of the Corps of the Royal Marines to learn more about the Academy’s Combined Cadet 
Force.   

 

All activities will take place during the normal school day, with the exception of the Yorkshire Wildlife Park and 
Warner Bros Studios visits. On days where students are working off-site, they will require a packed lunch. 
Students entitled to Free School Meals will have this provided by the Academy unless you tell us that you will 
make your own provision 
 

As always costs have been kept to a minimum and significant discounts have been negotiated for each of the 
activities. As each option is priced individually the overall cost of the week for each student will be the sum of 
the options they have chosen, in addition to the £20.00 cost for the compulsory Centre for Life trip. For 
example: 
 

Example 1: Five days, comprising: Example 2: Five days, comprising: 
Centre for Life £20  Centre for Life £20  
Harry Potter Experience (3 days) £38  Duke of Edinburgh (2 days) Free  
Yorkshire Wildlife Park £20  Theatre in Education (2 days) Free  

Total cost: £78  Total cost: £20  
 

Students should return the attached option form to their tutor indicating their order of preference for each of 
the activities by no later than Wednesday 30 January 2019 and will subsequently be allocated to activities. 
While we will try to guarantee that students get their first choice activities across the week, we cannot 
guarantee this if activities are over-subscribed. Similarly, if activities are under-subscribed then they may not 
run. Once students have been allocated to their activities, you will receive confirmation and a personalised 
invoice for the activities to which your child has been allocated. At this point, the Academy will confirm 
bookings with external agencies and you will therefore be responsible for any costs incurred by the Academy 
should your child withdraw from any trip. Payment should be made via ParentPay by Friday 4 May.  Non-
payment would mean that your child is unable to participate in the chargeable activities and payments made 
are non-refundable unless there are exceptional circumstances. 
 

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss this further, please contact Miss Kawndele, Academic 
Administration Manager. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr D Dawes 
Principal 


