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What is stimulus in drama? 

Stimulus in drama is your starting point for 
creating original drama.  It can be anything 
for example a picture, poem, object or 
piece of music, to name a few.  It helps you 
generate ideas for your own drama. 
 
In this unit of work, you will work with a 
poem entitled Four o’clock Friday. 
 

Stage configurations 

Placing the audience in different places can 
have a different effect for the performance.  
There are many different stage configurations.  
Here are some examples: 
 
End on – audience at one end, facing the 
performers. 
 
Thrust – audience on three sides of the 
performers. 
 
Traverse – audience on two sides of the 
performers. 
 
Theatre in the Round – the audience 
surround the whole performance space. 
 
Proscenium Arch – traditional theatre style, 
has a frame around the stage (similar to end 
on) 
 
Promenade – the actors walk amongst the 
audience often in site specific theatre. 
 
 
 
  

Choral Speaking  

Choral speaking is simply reading or 
reciting in unison under the direction of a 
leader. It is not a new technique, for 
people have engaged in it for centuries. It 
was an extremely important element of 
Greek theatre. 

Choral Speaking Techniques: 

Unison - words/lines spoken altogether 

Echo - one word repeated 

Cannon - words/lines repeated several times 

Descending cannon - word repeated several 
times getting quieter 

Ascending cannon - words repeated several 
times getting louder 

 

 

 

Conscience Circle and Conscience Alley  

This is an explorative drama strategy which allows you to discover how the character 
is feeling from different perspectives. These techniques can also be used within your 
drama performance work, they are abstract and non-naturalistic. 

A conscience circle is when the rest of the actors (ensemble) from a performance circle 
a single character speaking out loud the thoughts, feelings and the choices that the 
character could take. These can be presented in a number of different ways exploring 
the use of space and volume to create different effects. 

A conscience alley works in the same way, however the central character walks 
between two rows of actors who speak aloud the character’s inner thoughts. 

 

Theme  

Theme: the theme of a piece of drama is 
the topic or subject matter which is being 

explored. 

The poem Four o’clock Friday focuses on 
the main theme of bullying, however there 

are other issues and questions you will 
explore throughout your practical work. 

Thought-Tracking  

Thought- tracking is when a character says 
their inner thoughts out loud, this mostly 
happens in a freeze-frame so the audience 
can see the difference between the thought 
track and the natural dialogue within the 
scene. 

 


