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Keywords and 
Phrases 
Portrait: A 
representation of a 
person. 
Continuous: non-stop, 
unbroken, without 
interruption.  

 Proportion: the 
relationship of one 
thing to another in 
terms of size. 

 Features: a part of the 
face, such as the 
mouth or eyes. 

 Collage: a piece of art 
made by sticking 
different materials on 
to a backing. 

 Collaborative: 
produced by or 
involving two or more 
parties working 
together. 
Media: A material 
used to make art.  
Research: To 
investigate artists, 
designers and 
craftspeople. 

 What is an Art project? 
An Art project allows students to develop their own 
ideas in response to a theme by: 
• Researching and analysing the work of other 

artists 
• Experimenting and exploring with a range of 

materials and techniques   
• Presenting and communicating thoughts and 

ideas 
• Creating a personal response 
 

 Portraits  
A portrait is a representation of a person. A self-
portrait is a portrait of the artist by the artist. Before 
the invention of photography, a painted, sculpted, or 
drawn portrait was the only way to record the 
appearance of someone. But portraits have always 
been more than just a record. They have been used to 
show the power, importance, virtue, beauty, wealth, 
taste, learning or other qualities of the person. 
 
Students develop an understanding of the significance 
of portraits and how these can be produced in a 
variety of media. 

   
 Lesson Sequence 

• Experiment with drawing techniques  
• Artist research 
• Continuous line drawing 
• Grid drawing 
• Facial features  
• Mixed media collage  
• Group final piece 

 

    

 Grid Drawing  
 
The grid drawing technique helps to improve drawing 
and observational skills.  
 

This method can be applied to any image and by using 
it, students will create well-proportioned, precise and 
detailed drawings. 

 Your Opinion Matters!  

 

 

   

 

What do you like 
about this portrait? 
And why? 

 

What do you think 
could be the meaning, 
message or story in 
this portrait? 
 

What shapes, 
textures or styles 
can you identify? 

 

Can you think of 
a story to go 
with this 
portrait? 
 

What words does 
this portrait make 
you think about? 

 

https://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/p/photography

