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Facial Expressions 

Facial expressions are a key physical skill to 
communicate your character’s emotions to 

the audience. 
Example:  

Wide eyes and an open mouth could 
suggest shock.  
Tightly closed eyes and a furrowed brow 
could suggest fear. 
 

Body language 

Body language is a key physical skill 
which helps communicate meaning to 

the audience. 
Posture – How a person stands. 
Gesture – a simple movement of your 
hands, arms of head which 
communicate a specific meaning. 
The movement choices you make can 
communicate a lot about your 
character. 
FACT – 70% of how we communicate in 
everyday life is made up of non-verbal 

communication. 

Use of voice  

The way you use the different elements of 
your voice can create different meanings 

for the audience. 

Pitch – high or low 

Pace – fast of slow  

Volume – loud or quiet  

Tone – relates to the emotion behind the 
vocal quality e.g. sarcastic, excited, scared. 

Accent - a particular way of pronouncing a 
language, especially one associated with a 

particular country, area, or social class. 

 

 

 

 Proxemics 

The way space and levels are used to communicate meaning about characters and 
relationships. 

The space between actors on the stage can communicate the relationship they share 
e.g. close together could suggest they like each other. 

The levels used can communicate the status and power of a character e.g. someone 
standing up high would appear more powerful. 

 

 

Narration  

Narration is a technique whereby one or 
more performers speak directly to the 

audience to tell a story, give information or 
comment on the action of the scene or the 
motivations of characters. Characters may 

narrate, or a performer who is not involved 
in the action can carry out the role of 

‘narrator’. 

Analysis and Evaluation  
Analysis – explore different elements of the work and explain the meaning which is communicated. 

Evaluation – formulate a judgement of the success of a particular element of drama. 
“The actor clenched his fists, widened his eyes and gritted his teeth these skills were all effective in showing how the character was 

feeling angry” 

Still Image 

This is a frozen picture which communicates 
meaning. It’s sometimes called a freeze 
frame or tableaux. It can provide insight 
into character relationships with a clear 

focus upon use of space, levels, body 
language and facial expression. 

 

 


