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      Friday 20 March 2020 

    

Dear Parents  

Coronavirus Pandemic: School Closure 

 
In line with all schools nationally, The King’s Academy will be closed to the majority of students from today until 
further notice. This is at the direction of the UK Government as part of its coronavirus action plan. Provision will be 
made from Monday 23 March where necessary for those students whose parents or carers have been designated 
as “key workers” or who are classed as ‘vulnerable’ by the government. A separate communication has been placed 
on the Academy website regarding this, and all parents or carers are encouraged to read this letter if they believe 
themselves to be a key worker or where a student is considered ‘vulnerable’.  
 

Events and Rehearsal Examinations 

For obvious reasons, all events, trips and visits that would have taken place during this period will also be postponed 

or, in some cases, cancelled. Where trips are cancelled, the Academy’s finance team will endeavour to return money 

to parents as swiftly as possible but this may be difficult with many businesses being closed across the country. We 

would ask all parents for their patience and understanding in this matter, as many circumstances will be beyond 

our control in the weeks and months ahead. Particularly at the present time, our attention is entirely focused on 

ensuring that we are able to achieve provision as directed by the government. 

 

Continuing students’ education: students in Years 7 to 10 

During these weeks of closure, it is vital that students continue their studies as far as is possible. To this end, the 

Academy is using an online platform, Edmodo, to communicate with students in Years 7 to 10 during this period. 

Many students have signed up to this platform in school and joined their classes, but students who have not yet 

done so will receive joining instructions via another letter. The platform can be accessed via a desktop browser or 

an app for smartphones and tablets, and further instructions will be available on the Academy website 

(https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/students/your-learning/). 

 

Staff will communicate with students through Edmodo and provide tasks for them to continue during this closure 

period. This may include: preparing revision summaries (mind maps, flash cards) for topics already studied; quizzes; 

directing students to other online resources; reading or re-reading specific texts; ‘close the gap’ work from 

examinations; and a range of other tasks.  

Staff will endeavour to provide one task for each class for each lesson that they would have taught. There may be 

times when this is not possible, e.g. if a member of staff falls ill then they may not be able to maintain this frequency 

of communication with students, and information on how to deal with this situation is given below.  

 

Students may need support from parents, particularly in the early days of this closure, to structure their day 

effectively. Routines are important for establishing good study habits and students should aim to follow as normal 

a school day as possible. Parents are advised to examine the Edmodo account daily with their child, to review the 

work that has been completed that day and to help students plan their next day. The study environment is also 

important for students. A quiet, well-lit space is important for being able to focus on study, and it is strongly 

recommended that students do not study in the same room as their mobile phone, as this will inevitably lead to 

distractions.  

 

https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/students/your-learning/


 

Further work beyond Edmodo 

In the event that a student does not have sufficient work available to them, e.g. where a member of staff is unable 

to provide work through illness, the Academy has created a section of the website that includes generic materials 

for study. This can be accessed here: https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/students/your-learning/. 

 

Students in Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) should use their knowledge organisers to revise the key material that they 

have studied this year. This may include:  

• preparing revision summaries (mind maps, flash cards, etc.) on the topics studied to date;   

• testing themselves on key material (look, cover, write, check, correct); 

• using online learning resources for revising areas of weakness, using the suggested list of websites on at 

the section above.  

 

Students in Year 10 should undertake similar work, using their class notes, revision guides and the online learning 

resources:  

• preparing revision summaries (mind maps, flash cards, etc.) on the topics studied to date;   

• testing themselves on key material (look, cover, write, check, correct); 

• using online learning resources for revising areas of weakness, using the suggested list of websites on at 

the section above;  

• reviewing examination papers and completing ‘close the gap’ (green pen) work on their recent 

examinations.  

 

Continuing students’ education: students in Year 12  

Staff will email work directly to Sixth Form students during this period of closure, and will make arrangements for 

providing feedback to students on essays, etc. Sixth Form students should check their emails regularly for updated 

work from their teachers. It goes without saying, but just to be clear: their initial period of 3 days’ absence has now 

been extended indefinitely. 

 

Public examinations, affecting Year 11 and Year 13 students 

Following the Secretary of State’s announcement on Wednesday 18 March, all public examinations for Year 11 and 

Year 13 students are cancelled for this academic year. The Secretary of State has committed to developing a system 

for this year whereby students are awarded the qualifications that they need for their next steps, whether this be 

sixth form, college, apprenticeships, university, further training or employment. We await further guidance from 

the Department for Education, Ofqual and the examination boards and the Academy will communicate with 

students and parents as soon as is possible once the details of this have been communicated to us. Communication 

will be via the Academy website for Year 11 students and parents, and directly to Year 13 students via the Academy 

email system. We sympathise deeply with Year 13 due to the way that their time with us has ended, and we 

sincerely hope to be able to celebrate students’ time with us in a special event in the future. We hope to see many 

of our Year 11 students back with us in September, based on the substantial number of applications we have 

received for our sixth form. We had initially set a deadline for applications immediately after half term but we have 

now decided to extend this due to the exceptional circumstances and students are welcome to apply if they have 

not done so already. We will write to Year 11 parents in the coming days with further information for Year 11 

students.  

  

Free School Meals 

We will only operate the kitchens for those students and staff who are unavoidably in school, and we intend in due 

course to provide supermarket food vouchers to parents of children entitled to Free School Meals.  It will take some 

set-up time as a national system, and we are also looking at the possibility of local arrangements.  In the meantime, 

we can provide a ‘grab bag’ (containing a sandwich, piece of fruit, savoury snack) available for collection from 

https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/students/your-learning/


Reception between 12:30 and 1pm daily next week, to students entitled to this.  Parents are asked to email 

fsm@thekingsacademy.org.uk , or to telephone Reception on 01642 577577, by 9.30am on Monday, stating their 

child’s name(s) and year group(s), any dietary restrictions, and which days this will be required for until vouchers 

are available.  If circumstances change, please contact us by 10am on any other day. 

Continuing students’ education: students in Year 11 

In the case of Year 11, we will, as soon as possible, provide ‘bridging materials’ on our website for them to use over 

the next months in order to prepare for post-16 qualifications. For those who intend to access other institutions, 

we will do our best to provide some additional work but this may be difficult due to the array of alternative provision 

that they are likely to attend. 

 

Communication with parents 

During the period of closure, all communication with parents will be via the Academy website and ClarionCall. If a 

parent needs to make contact with the Academy during this time, please use the Academy’s Enquiries email 

(enquiries@thekingsacademy.org.uk) and your email will be passed to the member of staff most appropriate to 

deal with your query. During this period of closure, please continue to update any changes to your contact details 

via the enquiries email above so that we can maintain effective communication between the Academy and families. 

Over the coming days we will also be updating the school website to include links and details of avenues of support 

for families and children during these uncertain times.  

 

Arrangements for re-opening the Academy 

At the end of the directed closure period, the Academy will seek to re-open to students at the earliest opportunity. 

At this stage, there is no date set for when schools will re-open, and indeed this may even be September. Re-

opening will depend upon a number of factors (staff health, availability of catering supplies, the national situation, 

etc.) Arrangements for re-opening the Academy will be reviewed by the Senior Leadership Team during the closure 

period and will be communicated to parents as soon as possible, again via the Academy website and ClarionCall.  

 

We trust that parents will understand that this is a developing situation nationally and that the Academy is 

responding to this situation in the light of changing guidance from the Departments of Health and Social Care and 

Education. During the closure period, the Academy will continue to monitor this guidance and adapt its response 

accordingly, communicating this to students and parents as swiftly as possible.  

 

On a personal note, a neighbour yesterday passed me this from her daily Bible reading: Hebrews 11:8.  

By faith Abraham, when called to go… obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 

We are in a similar situation, not knowing quite where we are going. But, in my experience, the only real antidote 

to fear is faith. I will be praying for our community at this time, that we would know more of faith and less of fear 

despite everything around us indicating the opposite. 

Yours sincerely  

 
Mr N Bulley 

Principal 
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