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To All Parents 

 

Tuesday 17 March 2020 

Dear Parents 

 

Important information and measures concerning all students  

 
Along with all schools, and with families and communities facing unprecedented difficulties, we take the 
present challenges with utmost seriousness.  Our decision making asks only that we place the welfare of all, 
and the education of our students’, as first priorities. Considerable difficulties lie ahead, but as a school 
community founded upon the Christian faith we trust in God’s hand of goodness and provision even in the 
darkest of times. 
 

Public examinations (update) 

At this point, the guidance to schools is that the public examinations (i.e. GCSEs and A-levels) will continue 

during the scheduled period (Monday 11 May to Wednesday 24 June, inclusive). The Academy continues to 

monitor the information from the Department for Education, Ofqual, the Joint Council for Qualifications and 

the examination boards. If contingency plans are put in place, these will be communicated to students and 

parents at the earliest opportunity. Parents are reminded that Wednesday 24 June is designated as a 

contingency day for examinations so all Year 11 and Year 13 students must be available up to and including 

24 June to sit their examinations.  

 

Year 12 

The King’s Academy has taken the decision to close to Year 12 temporarily for three days, effective from 

tomorrow (Wednesday 18 March) until Friday 20 March in the first instance. The reason for this is a reduction 

in the staffing levels needed to allow us to provide for the students in a safe and manageable way and seeking 

to accommodate younger students who require greater adult supervision. We anticipate that Year 12 students 

will be able to return to school on Monday 23 March. Please do note that the situation is developing daily, and 

further action may need to be taken – even as early as tomorrow – depending on staffing levels. We will keep 

parents fully informed of any additional steps that we need to take. 

 

HLN / students in categories of increased risk 

We have also reluctantly made the decision to temporarily close the Higher Learning Needs Support Base until 

further notice, and to advise students in categories of increased risk not to attend school (please see separate 

letter, addressed personally to parents of affected students) due to updated government guidance. 

 

Events and Annual/Rehearsal Exams 

• Year 10 Parents’ Evening will be postponed.  

• Year 10 work experience is cancelled due to the uncertainty surrounding various placement providers 

at the moment, although we are very grateful to all of those who have helped to secure those 

placements. 

The remaining Year 11 and Year 13 Final Rehearsal examinations and upcoming Year 9 Rehearsal examinations 

(Monday 23 – Friday 27 March) will be able to continue as planned. 

 

 



 

Continuing students’ education 

During these days of self-isolation by some, and the next three days of absence for Year 12, it is vital that 

students continue their studies as far as is possible. To this end, a section of the Academy website has been 

created to guide and support students’ learning. The guidance below is only for those students not in school. 

Obviously, lessons continue as normal for all others. 
 

https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/students/your-learning/ 
 

Students in Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) should use their knowledge organisers to revise the key material 

that they have studied this year. This may include:  

• preparing revision summaries (mind maps, flash cards, etc.) on the topics studied to date;   

• testing themselves on key material (look, cover, write, check, correct); 

• using online learning resources for revising areas of weakness, using the suggested list of websites on 

at the section above.  

 

Students in Year 10 should undertake similar work, using their class notes, revision guides and the online 

learning resources:  

• preparing revision summaries (mind maps, flash cards, etc.) on the topics studied to date;   

• testing themselves on key material (look, cover, write, check, correct); 

• using online learning resources for revising areas of weakness, using the suggested list of websites on 

at the section above;  

• reviewing examination papers and completing ‘close the gap’ (green pen) work on their recent 

examinations.  

 

Year 11 students should make effective use of this time for revision purposes. Students have their ‘Course 

Guide and Revision Summary’ and should use this to guide their revision, alongside revision guides and 

relevant online resources. Copies of the ‘Course Guide and Revision Summary’ document can be found on the 

Academy website, again via the hyperlink above.  

 

Staff will email work directly to Year 12 and self-isolating Year 13 students during this period, and will make 

arrangements for providing feedback to students on essays, etc. These students should check their emails 

regularly for updated work from their teachers. 

 

In the event of further temporary closure 

We are also working on providing activities through a website called ‘Edmodo’, which is already being used 

extensively by the English department. Should there be any form of further school closure, it is our intention 

to send out guidance as to how to access this. Each member of staff (assuming they are well) has been asked 

to post one task per timetabled lesson as an ongoing provision for students in Key Stages 3 and 4. More 

detailed information will follow in the event of a partial or whole school closure.   

 

We trust that parents will understand that this is a developing situation nationally and that the Academy is 

responding to this situation in the light of changing guidance from the Departments of Health and Social Care 

and Education. During this time, the Academy will continue to monitor this guidance and adapt its response 

accordingly, communicating this to students and parents as swiftly as possible.  We will prayerfully support 

you in this time however may be feasible, and hope to return to normal as soon as may be practical. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 
Mr D Dawes 

Executive Principal 

https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/students/your-learning/

