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Persuasive Features 
Demands Calling the reader to action (“We need to stand up 

and be counted.)” 

Direct 
address 

Speaking directly to the reader (pronouns such as you 
or we) 

Anecdotes Telling a story (can be made up) to make your 
argument stronger  

Counter 
argument 

Bringing in  an opposing point of view, only to make 
your view seem stronger or more valid. 

Facts Facts convince your reader that you are a 
knowledgeable and trustworthy influence.  

Rhetorical 
questions 

Designed to make a point, rather than to get an 
answer.   

Emotive 
Language 

Strong verbs, noun phrases etc. which force the 
reader to engage emotionally with your writing  

Triples This is when you use a list of 3 words or phrases to 
really drive a point home  

Types of Repe��on 

Anaphora repe��on at the start of sentences or 
clauses. 

Epistrophe:  repe��on at the end of sentences or 
clauses. 

Anadiplosis repe��on at the end of one sentence and 
the start of another (I really love English. 
English is the best subject in the school) 

Words to build arguments 

Adding to a point you’ve made Introducing a contrasting 
point 

Introducing evidence 

Moreover, furthermore, again, similarly; 
neither… nor…; it can be seen that; in 
other words; to put it more simply; in 
addition; most importantly 

 

In contrast; alternatively; 
another way of seeing this 
might be; in comparison; 
however 

For example, specifically 

Vocabulary 
Austere 
Unofficial 
Appalling 
Budge�ng 
Frontline 
Blighted 
Dire 
Scarce 
Sparse 
Remote  
Bleak 
Impoverished 
Assump�on 
Illusion 
Wielding 
Barbarity 
Degrada�on 
Saturated 
Mi�gate 
 

Summary: 

Use ques�ons to create paragraph summaries: who, what, where, why, when. 

Topic sentence: a sentence which introduces the key idea of a paragraph. 

Concluding sentence: a sentence which summarises the informa�on in the paragraph. 

Perspective  

Synonyms for perspec�ve: viewpoint, outlook, opinion, standpoint, stance, angle, a�tude, 
interpreta�on. 

Methods which writers use to convey their viewpoint: 

• strong verbs  
• imagery which supports their 

interpreta�on repe��on 
• a series of noun phrases which build a 

strong picture 
 

• structure (the order in which 
informa�on is presented to us) 

• sentence structure 
• the order of clauses within a sentence.   

Planning an Essay 

Thesis 
statement:_______________________________________ 

Main idea Details  

Introduc�on Because 
But 
Thesis statement 

Point one Topic sentence 
Suppor�ng detail 

Point two Topic sentence 
Suppor�ng detail 

Point three Topic sentence 
Suppor�ng detail 

Conclusion Rephrase thesis statement 
Specific statement 
General statement 

 

Comparison  

But, however, although, despite this, 
nevertheless, whereas, alterna�vely, 
compared with, in contrast, on the other 
hand, similarly, equally, unlike, apart from, 
and yet. 

 

Week 2 vocabulary: 

Stagnate, stagnant, reassess, 
reinvent, deprived, depriva�on 


