
 

Groups of Woods 

There are three groups of woods ; 

1. So wood  2. Hardwoods 3. Manufactured Boards 

So woods come from Evergreen (coniferous) trees. These look like 
Christmas trees. Evergreen trees grow all year round and do not lose 
their leaves. This means they grow quickly and are cheaper to buy 
than hardwoods. Examples are Pine and Spruce. 

So wood trees grow quickly so their growth rings are wide, which 
makes the grain wide. So wood is usually a yellow or golden colour. 

Hardwoods come from deciduous trees. These trees lose their leaves 
during autumn and winter. Hardwood trees take a lot longer to grow 
than so wood trees which can make them expensive to buy. 
Examples are Oak, Beech and Mahogany. 

Hardwood grows slowly so the growth rings are ghtly packed, this 
makes the grain closer together. This makes hardwoods much 
stronger than so woods. 

Manufactured boards are man‐made woods. They are made from 
small pieces of wood which have been recycled. All parts of the tree 
are used so they are much cheaper to make and buy than so woods 
or hardwoods. They can also be made in large, flat sheets where   
natural wood can warp and bend. 

Wood Joints 

A wood joint can be used to fit two pieces of wood together. 
There are different types of wood joints that can be used. Some 
are stronger and/or more a rac ve than others. Some wood 
joints take more skill and me to make. Engineers have to choose 
which wood joint is best for their products. To do this they test 
wood joints. 

To test the strength of a wood joint; weights are placed on the   
material un l the joint brakes.  

Adhesives 

 There are many adhesives available. Each   
adhesive has a purpose and is designed to glue 
a specific material. Gluing is a permanent joint. 
The adhesive used for the clock project is PVA 
glue.  

Tenon Saw 

To use a Tenon Saw safely 
and accurately you must 
stand up, wear an apron, take 
your me. 


