
  

  

  

  

      

How to use Curriculum Organisers  
  

Curriculum organisers are designed to help you learn a wide range of 
knowledge for each subject you study. By studying and remembering 
the information in the organiser, you will be more prepared for your 
lessons and you will remember the most important things you are 
learning. 

To get the most out of your organiser, you will need to learn allocated 
sections of it and then self-test. 
 
Never, ever, just copy the work into your book. 
 
 
 Learning happens when we think hard. Copying does not 
allow us to learn as we are not thinking hard.   
  

    
  

Step 1  

Choose a section of the organiser to work through. Read through this section. Make sure that you understand the 
vocabulary and the meaning of the text or diagram that you are learning.   



  

Step 2  

Choose a method that suits you to practise learning the information. On the next few pages there are some suggestions, 
but you may have your own methods.   
 1: Look, Cover, Write, Check, Correct  

Look  Write  Check  Correct (green pen)  
Glacial  A landscape that is made up of 

ice or produced by ice. There are 
three different scales: ice caps, 
glaciers and ice-sheets.   

   

  

Glacier  A tongue of ice that moves slowly 
downhill. There are Polar 
glaciers which are found at the 
edge of ice sheets. There are 
Alpine glaciers that flow from 
near the top of large mountains.   

  

 

  
  
…like a frozen river.  

How do glaciers move?  Glaciers move slowly 
downwards and gravity and 
the weight help this.   

  

 

Glaciers are like frozen 
rivers. They move downhill 
very slowly under the 
influence of gravity and 
under the pressure of their 
own weight.  

Always try to write the information from memory. When you are certain you have written all you can, make any corrections in green pen in the final box.   

  



  

Mind Mapping 

Mind Mapping is a process that involves a distinct combination of imagery, colour and visual-spatial arrangement. The technique maps out your thoughts using keywords  
  

that trigger associations in the brain to spark further ideas. Once you have made your map, cover it and test yourself on different strands, e.g. How much of the blue strand 
can you recall?   

1. Read all of the information you have  to remember.  
2. Start your mind map in the middle of a page adding a colourful image to the centre.  

3. Start in the middle with the name of your topic. Add branches for each sub topic that you need to revise.  
4. Build your network of information using colours and/or images  .  
5. The map that develops will be a vibrant and colourful network of knowledge thanks links and organises the information radiating out from the central theme.  
6. When you have finished, try turning it back into sentences without looking at your subject knowledge organiser. Don’t forget to green pen it.   



Mind maps   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Examples:   

  

  

  

Once you have created a mind map from the information that you need to learn, turn it back into information. See if you can turn your map 
into paragraphs or recreate the table from your knowledge organiser and fill it back in – without looking of course!  

Don’t forget to green pen your work at the end.   
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Knowledge map using images    

1. Create a mind map using the key words from your 

knowledge organiser    

 

 

  

3. Test yourself by recreating the 
definitions/detail in full. When 
you have finished, check the 
detail and correct or add 
missing detail in green pen.    

 

 

2. Use images to help you remember the detail  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Clock revision  
  

Draw a clock face in the middle of a landscape page. Divide the clock into enough sections for your revision. Label each section, with your topics. 
Revise the material and then cover the information up, and try to recreate the information in each section.   

   

 
Ask someone to quiz you on the detail or set you some questions. When you have   

 learnt it, write what you can remember on a sheet of paper.     



  

Try this:   

• Look at the section of the curriculum organiser you are learning. Use your book to add to this information so that you increase 
the amount of detail. 

• Ask a parent or a friend to read the definitions. You try to remember the key word.  
• Ask a parent or a friend to create some multiple choice questions. Have a go at answering them.   

• Ask a parent or friend to read sections out to you, missing out key words or phrases that you have to fill in. Ask them to miss 
out more and more each time.  

• Ask someone to test you on the key word spellings.   
• Try creating flashcards here: www.quizlet.com  or www.getrevising.co.uk    

• Create an online mind map here at www.mindmup.com or www.getrevising.co.uk    

  

  
 

http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.getrevising.co.uk/
http://www.getrevising.co.uk/
http://www.mindmup.com/
http://www.mindmup.com/
http://www.getrevising.co.uk/
http://www.getrevising.co.uk/


Create your own flash cards  
Create a set of flashcards 
and ask a parent, guardian 
or study buddy to test you.   

You can keep the flash cards 
in your book by gluing in an 
envelope and slotting them 
inside.   

Create cards by cutting up 
paper into rectangles that will fit into your envelope. Write questions 
or clues on one side, and the answers on the other side.   
  

When you have learnt your flash cards, try writing out the information 
in full in your knowledge book. When you have finished, check the 

detail and correct or add missing detail in green pen.  
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