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1. Poetic Devices 
Alliteration The repetition of consonants, especially at the beginning 

of words. 
Sibilance The repetition of ‘s’ or ‘sh’ sounds.  

Simile A comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’ to create a vivid image.  

Metaphor Making a comparison by saying something IS something 
else. 

Personification Giving non-human things human characteristics. 

Onomatopoeia  A word that mimics the sound it is describing. 

Imagery  The use of words to create a vivid picture in our minds. 

Rhythm  Just as in music, the pattern of beats (stressed and 
unstressed syllables) created by the words in a poem 
and the way they are organised. 

Enjambment  When a sentence, phrase, or thought does not end with 
the line of poetry. Instead, it carries over to the next line.  

Caesura A break in a line of poetry usually signified by 
punctuation. 

Volta A shift or dramatic change in thought and/or emotion. 

3.  Social/historical context for poems 
The 
Triangular 
Trade 

European countries such as Britain, Spain and France had 
colonies in the Americas and Africa. Ships would carry slaves, 
crops and manufactured goods between West Africa, the 
Caribbean and American colonies and the colonial powers in 
Europe.  
 

Apartheid Apartheid means ‘apart-hood’ or ‘the state of being apart’ 
and was the system of racial inequality, segregation and 
discrimination in South Africa that was started after World 
War II. 
 

The 
Vietnam 
War 

The Vietnam War was a long, costly and divisive conflict that 
pitted the communist government of North Vietnam against 
South Vietnam and its principal ally, the United States. 
 

2.  Poetic Structures 
Ballad A poem that tells a story. 

Blank verse Verse with no rhyme—usually 10 
syllable lines 

Free verse No regular rhyme / rhythm 

Rhyme scheme The pattern of lines that rhyme in 
a poem. 

Rhyming couplet Pairs of lines that both end with 
words that rhyme with the other. 

Sonnet 14 lined love poem. 

5. Themes  
Slavery The state or condition of being a slave; a relationship whereby one 

person has absolute power over another and controls his or her life, 
liberty and fortune. 

Racism  Racism is the belief in the superiority of one race over another, which 
often results in discrimination and prejudice towards people based on 
their race or ethnicity. 

Segregation The separation or isolation of a race, class or ethnic group. 

Inequality  The unfair situation in society when some people have more 
opportunities or money than other people. 

Conflict  An active disagreement between people with opposing opinions which 
could lead to fighting between two or more groups of people or 
countries. 

4. How to respond to a poem and infer meaning 
Title-Does the title give you any 
clues to what the poem may be 
about? Connotations? 

Ideas- What are the key ideas in the 
poem (what is it about?). 

Poetic voice- Who is the speaker? 
How is their identity portrayed? 

Structure-Is there anything 
interesting about the layout? 

Language-Are there any  features 
that are particularly effective? 

Intentions- What is the poet’s 
purpose, what are they trying to do? 
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