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Word Classes 
Noun Name a thing/person/animal/place/emotions 

Adjective Describe a noun 

Verb Describe actions 

Adverb Description of verb or adjective 

Pronoun Words that replace nouns 

Conjunction Words that link other words or phrases 
together 

Historical context 
Queen 
Victoria 

Victoria became queen on the 20th June 1837 at the age of 18 after the 
death of her uncle, William IV. She reigned for more than 60 years, longer 
than any other British monarch.  

Inequality 
in society 

As a result of the Industrial Revolution, a middle class emerged and many 
people moved to the towns and cities. Although environmental and 
health standards rose, poor people didn’t benefit as much as the higher 
classes. Overcrowding caused many problems for the lower class who 
lived in poverty with poor housing and hygiene. Child labour was 
common with many children working in dangerous settings.  

The 
British 
Empire 

Britain embarked on global imperial expansion, particularly in Asia and 
Africa, which made the British Empire the largest empire in history. It was 
a time of relative peace, broken only by the Crimean War.  

A time of 
invention 

Britain was the leading world centre for advanced engineering and 
technology. Its engineering firms were in worldwide demand for 
designing and constructing railways 

Religion 
and 
science 

There was a strong religious drive for higher moral standards and 
respectability was very important during this time. However, at the same 
time, scientists, such as Charles Darwin were exploring scientific 
perspectives to the creation of man that were found very controversial. 

Mary 
Shelley 

 

Key Characters 
Frankenstein A young man who creates a human as part 

of a scientific experiment but regrets it and 
hates his creation.  

The Monster Created by electricity flowing through joined 
together body parts. Abandoned by his creator, 
at first he seeks friendship but takes revenge on 
Frankenstein after being rejected by society. 

Elizabeth Frankenstein’s cousin and fiancé. She loves 
Frankenstein despite his preoccupation with his 
work. She is killed by the Monster when 
Frankenstein destroys the female monster. 

Clerval Frankenstein’s close friend who is horrified by 
his creation and is killed by the Monster. 

Felix A political refugee who finds the Monster in his 
cottage with his sister/dad and attacks him. 

Agathe/Old 
Man 

A blind political refugee who talks kindly to the 
Monster and tries to understand him before 
his/her family come in and attack him. 

Key themes 
Creation Frankenstein creates a new life using scientific knowledge. 

Isolation Frankenstein is isolated as he creates the Monster. The Monster is 
alone after his creation. Captain Walton is isolated in the ice.  

Responsibility Frankenstein does not take responsibility for his creation. The 
reader may question who is responsible for the deaths in the story.  



 

 

Notes: Mary Shelley- empty box?? 

The overview states that students will know “how to study the development of a character”. Could this be included on the KO, as it’s a major thing we want them to know? 

 
 

 


