
 

Ye
ar

 8
 (M

ac
be

th
) 

 

 

 

 

Terminology 
Soliloquy When a character speaks their thoughts 

aloud 
Aside A remark made by a character intended to 

be heard by the audience 
Dramatic irony When the audience know information the 

characters do not 
Foreshadowing An indication given by the writer is what is 

to come later. 
Heroic couplet A pair of rhyming iambic pentameters 

Metre A unit of rhythm in poetry, the pattern 
of the beats 

Historical context 
King 
James 

The play was written early in the reign of King James I, who had been 
James VI of Scotland until becoming the English King in 1603. 

Scottish 
lineage 

The play pays homage to King James’ Scottish lineage. The prophecy 
about Banquo fathering a line of kings comes from James’ family claim to 
descend from Banquo. 

The divine 
right of kings 

King James was a great believer in the Divine right from God to be King. 
He spent time developing an English version of this theory. 

The 
Gunpowder 
Plot 

The play was performed soon after the gunpowder plot and shows 
murderers of the king tormented by guilt. 

The Wars 
of the 
Roses 

Only a century before Macbeth was written, England had suffered under 
the massive disorder of the wars of the roses. Civil disorder was seen as 
the ultimate disaster and an ungodly state. 

  

Key Characters 
Macbeth The thane of Glamis who becomes King of 

Scotland. 
Lady 
Macbeth 

The wife of Macbeth who greatly influences his 
decisions. 

Banquo Macbeth’s best friend at the start who comes to 
suspect his former friend. 

Duncan The rightful King of Scotland until he is 
murdered. 

Macduff The thane of Fife who distrusts Macbeth and 
ultimately brings about his downfall. 

The 
witches 

The first characters we meet in the play who 
mislead Macbeth with their predictions 

Key themes 
Guilt The play shows the terrible consequences of murdering a king. 

Kingship v 
tyranny 

Duncan and Macbeth embody the qualities of a good king and a 
tyrant respectively. 

Ambition The play shows the danger of over-ambition. 

Blood The theme of blood is mentioned repeatedly. 

Order v chaos Natural order is disrupted in the play and then re-established. 


