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Context/Plot 

What's the Story? It's Christmas. Tammy and Chris, cousins and 
best mates, are both thrilled to get cool new bikes. Give or take 
the odd unworn cycle helmet everything is great... That is until 
one morning when Chris has a puncture and Tammy agrees to 

walk with him. They are late and in a hurry. They decide to race. 
Chris runs out across a busy main road and then flips open his 

camera phone to dare Tammy to do the same in front of a fast-
approaching car... 

Since 2003, Mark Wheeller's plays have been routinely set for 
GCSE Drama examinations, making him one of the most-studied 
contemporary playwrights. His plays include Hard to Swallow, 
Missing Dan Nolan and Too Much Punch For Judy. 

 

Dramatic Conventions 

Cross-cutting- two or more scenes which are performed on stage 
at the same time. 

Mime- Non-verbal performing. 

Breaking the forth wall- Speaking or interacting with your 
audience. 

Thought-tracking- A character speaks their thoughts and feelings 
out loud for the audience to hear.   

Theatre in Education 

After the Second World War, people became aware that 
drama or theatre techniques might be useful as a way of 
helping young people learn in schools. This is known as 
Theatre in education or ‘TIE’ for short. 

Theatre in education is used to encourage effective learning 
in schools. It calls for careful consideration of the audience's 
age and requirements in order to engage them and get the 
message across – target audience. 

Key aspects:  

• There is a clear aim and educational objective 
running throughout. 

• They may include facts and figures to educate the 
audience. 

• They explore issues from various viewpoints, so we 
can see the effect of an action upon a range of 
people. 

 

 

Road Safety 

• Judging- Can you tell how fast a car is approaching?  
• Corners and Bends- If you are unsure or cannot see 

what’s coming, move further so you can.  
• Pedestrian crossings- Use pedestrian crossings safely, 

always wait for the green man.  
• STOP, LOOK, LISTEN- Always follow the SLL routine 

when crossing any road.  

 

TIE! 

The ever popular Chicken! demonstrates that 
in peer pressure situations, you always have a 
choice, and goes on to demonstrate that peer 
pressure can lead to a dangerous disaster. 


