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Keyword Meaning 
Bible The holy book of Christianity 

Covenant A special promise/deal made between 
two people 

Creation The act of creating the Universe, the 
story of the book of Genesis. 

Eden A beautiful paradise God created for 
Adam and Eve 
 

Elohim The Hebrew name for God 

Exile To be banished (not allowed 
somewhere) 

Sacrifice An animal killed as a way of thanking 
God or saying sorry. 
 

Forgiveness To stop blaming someone for 
something they have done wrong 

Israelites The descendants of Abraham 
 

Messiah A savior of mankind (the human race) 
 

Prophet A messenger of God 
 

Sin Doing what you want rather than 
obeying God 

Justice Making sure all people are treated 
fairly 
 

Genesis First book of the Bible meaning ‘origin’. 
 

Original sin The Christian belief that everybody is 
born with a desire to do wrong.  

Fall Adam and Eve’s disobedience of God, 
bringing sin and evil into the world.  

Exodus The Israelites’ journey out of Egypt. 

The Ten 
Commandments 

The 10 rules given by God to Moses 
for the Israelites to follow.  

Old Testament The first part of the Bible written 
between 800 BCE and 165 BCE. 

Myth A story that is not historically true, but 
contains spiritual truth.  

Ark The ship built by Noah to survive the 
Flood.  

1. At the start of things: Creation 

The setting is described. 

Christians see the whole of the Bible as part of God’s 
plan of salvation. The opening chapter plays a big part 
in setting the scene. Genesis 1:1-2:3, sets the scene 
for the Big Story of the Bible. God has such amazing 
plans for everything. He created the whole world and 
everything in it.  

Christians have different views on how Genesis should 
be interpreted. Is the Genesis story a literal translation 
of how God created the world? Or was it written in the 
genre of a poem, where the reader is focused on what 
the verses reveal about the nature and character of 
God and th e place of humanity within His creation.  

2. Where it all went wrong: The Fall 

Things are disrupted with a problem. 

Step 2 in the Big Story, the story of the Fall (Genesis 
2:15- 3:24) sees Adam and Eve’s sin separate them 
from God and the garden. There is disagreement 
among Christians as to whether the Fall is a historical 
event or a ‘truth-carrying’ mythical account. Despite 
this, the story explains the flaws in human nature and 
the problems that result.  
The story starts with a picture of Eden, Paradise, the 
garden in which there is harmony and trust between 
the Creator and Creation, between humans 
themselves, and between humans and the natural 
world. Tragedy strikes! The disruption of sin and 
disobedience replaces this wholeness and rest with 
stress and labour, sickness, death, deceit, guilt, 
mistrust, fear, shame and separation. Judgement from 
God is followed by exile from the garden. The ongoing 
Big Story is how God finds a way of restoring this 
original paradise.  

3. Commands for living 

Efforts are made to sort the problem out. 
 

The idea that God is in charge of the Big Story is crucial to a 
Christian reading of the Old Testament. The inevitable tendency 
of human beings to stray away from God makes God’s task more 
complex than if he stepped in and made people behave. But the 
Bible makes it clear that God made a covenant with the 
Israelites, binding them together with certain expectations, and 
God always keeps His promises. God shows his side of the 
bargain by rescuing the Israelites from death & slavery, bringing 
them out of Egypt. Now God tells them how they will be able to 
live in relationship with him, by following his commands. If they 
can do this, they will begin to reverse the problem of the Fall. 
However, they struggle with how to live, wanting to be in a 
relationship with God, but also wanting to rebel from his laws. 
The Ten Commandments are only one part of a much wider set 
of laws for dealing with other people and with God. Christians 
take the Ten Commandments very seriously. 

 

4. Ongoing problems: Sin 

Things are disrupted with a problem. 

The Big Story continues by revealing the effect of 
following or rejecting God. The story of David and 
Bathsheba in 2 Samuel 11 is dramatic. Of all the 
people you would expect to follow God, it would David, 
the King, as he had experienced the faithfulness of 
God over many years, personally in his struggles with 
his enemies and as leader of God’s chosen people. 
For Christians, this story shows that everyone is 
vulnerable to temptation, and that sin can destroy.  

David’s separation from God is huge, and yet God 
never leaves him. It is David who separates himself 
from God through sin (breaking numerous 
commandments), yet God is still there reaching out to 
him. Christians believe that no matter how much we 
run away from God, He still loves us and still wants us 
to be a part of his kingdom.  

 

7. Speaking up for justice: The Prophets 

Efforts are made to sort the problem out. 

The next part of the Big Story sees the Israelites being 
seduced into abandoning God and following other 
gods like Baal. The temptations of wealth and greed 
get in the way, other gods offered more excitement. 
The Israelites felt that God’s commands were much 
more demanding than they would have liked. The 
history of the Israelites shows a cycle of disobedience, 
warning, judgment and restoration. The prophets are 
the voice of warning and judgment. Speaking for God, 
the Prophets repeatedly remind the people that God 
requires justice and mercy. The prophet Amos came to 
warn the people about their treatment of the poor. If 
they continued to disobey God’s commands, then a 
day would come when God would send judgment on 
them. Only true repentance and a return to following 
God’s commands would restore the people back to 
God. Until people began to drift away and the cycle 
begins again.  

 

5. A merciful God: Forgiveness 

Efforts are made to sort the problem out. 

This story continues on from the fall of David. His 
disastrous affair with Bathsheba and murder of her 
husband has left David separated from God. Psalm 32 
reveals how David felt after these events and how 
sorry he is.  

For Christians, the episode shows that God has mercy 
on those who sin, if they confess and repent – that is, 
turn away from their sin. The story of David also 
reflects the Big Story: fall leads to exile, but there is the 
possibility of return to God.  

The prophet Nathan is sent by God to tell David a story 
about a rich man stealing the poor man’s lamb. David 
is outraged and shows a genuine response to injustice 
but he can’t see his own wrongdoing at first. David 
eventually confesses to God and God forgives.  

 

6. A price to be paid: Sacrifice and Atonement 

Efforts are made to sort the problem out. 

The Israelites were continually living with the effects of the 
Fall. David wasn’t the only one to fail to keep the agreement 
with God to follow his commandments.  The Bible tells how a 
sacrificial system was set up in order to deal with the problem 
of repeated sin. The book of Leviticus describes what needed 
to be done.  
The idea was that sinners came before God and paid a price 
for their sins. The agreed price was usually the life of a farm 
animal- goat, sheep, lamb ‘without blemish’. The animal would 
be prayed over, the sinners would lay their hand on the 
animal’s head to transfer their sins t it, and then it would be 
killed, its blood splashed on the altar, and the carcass burnt 
up. There were several reasons for this: sinners admitted their 
guilt. The animal cost something, so sinners would recognise 
the seriousness of the offence and the need to make some 
kind of repayment. Burning the animal represented a gift to 
God to satisfy his anger over the sin. The animal suffered in 
the sinner’s place. In this way the Israelites atoned for their 
sins. They were made ‘at one’ with God, and their relationship 
with God was restored.  

 
8. The end of all things? Exile 

All seems lost. 

God has had enough! The Israelites had plenty of warnings. 
The covenant with God included rules for living and made it 
pretty clear what the consequences would be if they failed 
to keep them. The prophets had repeated these warnings 
again and again. People knew what would happen if they 
carried on disobeying God’s rules, but they never thought 
he would actually do what he had said. God had forgiven 
them countless times, but now they had ignored the 
warnings once too often and judgement had arrived! 
In 586BCE Jerusalem was invaded by the army of Babylon. 
They defeated the Israelites, destroyed their temple and 
took them captive. The Israelites were taken into exile 
hundreds of miles away from their home. This exile was a 
real wake up call. Some of the people abandoned their faith 
in God, but others took responsibility for their actions and 
renewed their desire to follow God’s laws. Christians see a 
comparison here with Adam & Eve’s disobedience before 
God.  

9. A new hope: Messiah 

There is an unexpected solution. 

Christians see the Big Story of the Bible as a telling of 
how the Fall is overcome. After the failure of Adam, the 
Israelites become a new Adam, and their task is to live 
in a relationship with God. However, their repeated 
failures to do so leads to the judgement of the Exile in 
Babylon. It appears the plan has failed.  

After about 50 years, the Israelites return to Jerusalem 
and a new hope is discovered. God will deliver them. 
He will send a Chosen One, an Anointed One, a 
descendant of the great King David, to deliver them 
from their enemies and draw all people to God. All they 
have to do is stay faithful to God and wait.   

500 years of waiting, with no sign of a Messiah, takes 
its toll on the Jewish people, and there is a diverse 
range of expectations about who the Messiah will be. 
Christians believe this promised Messiah is Jesus! 

 


