
The origins of the universe 

Bible:  
Genesis 1: 1-2:3 gives one of the accounts in the Bible of how God 
created the universe. In the story, God created the heavens and 
the earth in six days and then rested on the seventh. Some   
Christians believe that the creation stories describe exactly how 
the universe was created. Fundamentalists believe that every 
word of the Bible has been inspired by God and is therefore   
correct, meaning the universe was created in exactly six days. 
Other Christians interpret the Hebrew word ‘yom’ differently. 
Instead of translating as ‘day’, they believe the word represents a 
longer period of time and so the universe was created over six 
periods of time. Liberal Christians may look to science to help 
them          understand how God made the universe.  

Science:  
The Big bang theory is currently the leading scientific 
explanation for how the universe began. It suggests 
that the universe started with an incredibly small, hot dense 
something, which expanded over the next 13.8 billion years. Some 
Christians believe that the Big Bang could have been God’s way of 
forming the universe. Other Christians believe it conflicts with 
the Genesis 1 story and therefore cannot be true.  

The value of the world 

 

Stewardship 
Christians believe that God has given humans the privilege 
of living on planet Earth but with the responsibility of looking 
after it and preventing it from being ruined. This special responsi-
bility to protect and care for the Earth is known as stewardship. 
In the story in Genesis 2, Adam, the first man, was given the task 
of looking after the Garden of Eden. (Genesis 2:15) As stewards 
of the world, Christians believe that people have been appointed 
by God to respect and manage the world, working with nature to 
preserve what God has given.  Many Christians believe they will be 
accountable to God concerning how well they looked after the 
Earth. 
Dominion 
Genesis 1:28 teaches that humans were given the power and au-
thority to rule over the world. This is known as having dominion. 
Some Christians have interpreted this to mean that people can do 
what they like with the Earth and everything in it because they 
are in charge. 

 

Air 

 

Caused mainly by fumes from factories and 
vehicles. Long term exposure can lead to 
asthma attacks and lung cancer. It also 
causes global warming, climate change and 
acid rain.  

 

Land 

 

Caused by the ineffective disposal of 
waste. When chemicals enter the earth this 
can poison wildlife, making farming less 
efficient and result in contaminated food.  

 

Water 

 

Caused by dumping waste into the sea. It 
can have a devastating effect on marine 
life.  

Pollution 

Natural resources: 
Coal, oil, Gas & Wood 

Renewable resources: 
Wind, solar, wave 

What are Christian attitudes to natural resources? 
They have been provided by God to use but not abuse or future 
generations will suffer.  

How can Christians be good stewards?  
Avoid waste, conserve energy and reduce the  demand for 
natural resources. Reduce, reuse, recycle.  

What do Christians 
believe about     

pollution? 

Use and abuse of animals 

 Animal experiments– Right or wrong? 
Many Christians believe God values animals but that humans are more important because they 
were created in the image of God and have souls. For this reason, many Christians believe 
that testing on animals for medical research that will benefit humans is allowed. Cosmetic 
testing was banned in the UK in 1998 and most Christians support this ban. Christians believe 
that humans have a duty to care for animals and when they are used for experimentation, 
they must be treated with respect and not cruelly harmed.  

 Should Christians eat meat?  
It is believed by many Christians that in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve would have been 
vegetarians and not eaten meat. However, after the flood, Noah was given permission to eat 
meat. (Genesis 9:3) According to Romans 12:2-3, Christians have a choice to be meat-eaters, 
vegetarians or vegans. They should respect the belief of others who wish/do not wish, to eat 
meat.  

The world is on loan to humans who have 
been given the responsibility by God to 
look after it. (Genesis 1:28) 

The parable of the talents (Matthew 25) warns 
that when God returns he will judge how           
responsible people have been . Polluting the planet 
is not good stewardship.  


