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Keyword Meaning 
Historical  Belonging to the past 

Archaeology The study of human 
history through 
physical remains. 

The Turin Shroud A piece of linen cloth 
bearing the image of a 
man thought to be 
Jesus. 

Evidence Information that shows 
something is true. 

Eyewitness A person who has 
seen something 
happen. 

Ossuary A container in which 
dead people’s bones 
are kept.  

ICHTHUS An image of a fish 
used as a symbol of 
Christianity. 

Bible Holy book of 
Christianity 

Miracle Something that cannot 
be explained by 
science and so makes 
people think that God 
did it. 

Divine God-like. 
Parable A special story with a 

hidden meaning. 
Baptism A welcoming 

ceremony in the 
Christian tradition. 

Transfiguration An event in the life of 
Jesus that shows he is 
the Son of God. 

Crucifixion Being put to death on 
a cross.  

1. Who was Jesus? Son of God or just a good preacher! Jesus, also referred to as Jesus of Nazareth and Jesus Christ, was a first-century 
Jewish preacher and religious leader. He is the central figure of Christianity. Most Christians believe he is the incarnation of God the Son and 
the awaited Messiah (Christ) prophesied in the Old Testament. Muslims believe that Jesus was a prophet who was given a special message -
injil, or the gospel—to convey to all people. This message both confirmed what was taught in the Torah and foretold the coming of Prophet 
Muhammad. Other people believe Jesus was just a good man who was an influential leader. We shall investigate the evidence.  
   

8. Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension It was the beginning of the end … or a new beginning. It depends how you read the story. 
The day darkened. Jesus gave a great cry saying: “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (Which means: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Mt.27: 46b). And soon he died. There was a great earthquake and the veil of the Temple in Jerusalem was torn. 
At the dawn of the first day of the week Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to the sepulcher. There was a great earthquake and an angel spoke to them. 
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you 
into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
According to the book of Acts, the ascension took place 40 days after the resurrection, in front of his disciples. 
 
 
 

2. The Historical Jesus Did he even exist?  
Tacitus: (A Roman Historian) “I know that many 
people started following a man known as Jesus Christ.  
Jesus himself was put to death by Pontius Pilate. Pilate was 
one of our rulers of Israel in about the year 30 AD.” 
Josephus: (A Jewish Historian) “I have never been a 
follower of Jesus but many people were.  He was seen as a 
wise man.  He was the son of Joseph.  People believed he 
was a miracle worker.”  
John: (A Disciple) “I am a follower of Jesus.  I spent 
over three years with him. I was one of his twelve best 
friends.  I saw him do miracles, teach people and I saw him 
get killed by the Romans. 

4. The Turin Shroud 
A shroud is a piece of cloth used to wrap around 
dead bodies. Turin is a place in Italy where this 
shroud is kept. The Shroud of Turin is the most 
studied object in human history. 
The Turin Shroud is a single piece of cloth 14ft long 
and 3ft wide. It has a faint image on it of a man who 
appears to have been crucified. We know this by 
the blood flow from the wrists and ankles. There are 
also trickles of blood around the head. The body 
has blood all over it from what appear to be whip 
marks. 

3. Archaeological Evidence 
The Pontius Pilate Inscription: In 1961 
archaeologists found a stone inscription at Caesarea 
in Palestine. It came from a temple that Pontius Pilate 
built there in honour of the Roman Emperor Tiberius, 
(called a Tiberieum). It proves that Pontius Pilate 
existed. This fits with what the New Testament says. 

Tombstones: The fish symbol is an ancient one in 
Christianity, representing both Jesus and his 
followers. Jesus had told Peter, "I will make you 
fishers of men" (Matthew 4:19). But the fish, through 
an acrostic, also became a symbol of Jesus himself. 
The ICHTHUS symbol helped Christians identify one 
another as believers. 

The Ossuary of James, brother of Jesus: A stone 
box in or near Jerusalem bears the                      
inscription “James son of Joseph, brother of Jesus.” 

Johanan - The Crucified Man: In 1968 an ossuary 
(coffin for bones) was found in Jerusalem with the 
name Johanan on it. Inside were the bones of a man 
who had been crucified. The heel bone had an iron 
nail through it and the legs had been broken. 

7. Jesus’ miracles                   &      Parables 
Power over nature 
Mark 4: 35-41 
Calming the storm 
Power over sickness 
Mark 2:1-12 
Healing the paralysed man 
John 11:38-44 
Power over death 
Raising Lazarus from the dead 
 

6. Jesus’ Birth                       &                       Baptism 
Matthew 1:18-2:16 
Luke 2 
Matthew’s account 
Angel appears to Joseph  
Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
Visit from the Magi and the Star 
Luke’s Account 
Angel appears to Mary 
Journey to Bethlehem 
Shepherd’s Visit 
 
 

Mark 1 
Jesus came from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to the 
place where John was. John 
baptised Jesus in the River 
Jordan. When Jesus came out 
of the water, the Holy Spirit fell 
on him like a dove. A voice 
said: “You are my Son with 
whom I am well pleased.” 

Parables are stories which 
Jesus told with important 
moral truths.  

The Sheep and the Goats 
Matthew 25: 31-46 
The Good Samaritan 
Luke 10:25-37 


