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History words 

There are some words that we use across 
all topics when we study History. 

 
Chronology – putting events in time order. 

Decade – a period of 10 years. 

Century – a period of 100 years. 

B.C. - Before Christ was born. 

A.D.- Anno Domini.  This means the Year of 
Our Lord in Latin which is after Jesus was 
born. 

Topic words 

Some of our key words are difficult to 
remember.  Here are a few with their 

meanings. 
Motte and Bailey castle – a castle made of 
wood and earth. 
Feudal System – a system William used to 
keep control of England. 
Domesday Book – A record taken by 
William of Normandy of all the things 
people in England owned. 
 

 

Key people 

Over the next term we will be looking at 
Norman England. 

Edward the Confessor – the King of England 
at the start of 1066. 

Harold Godwinson – Became king 
immediately after Edward the Confessor died. 
Killed at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. 

William of Normandy – A French noble who 
had been promised the English throne. Killed 
Harold Godwinson at the Battle of Hastings. 

FACT – William of Normandy introduced 
rabbits to England as he liked to hunt them. 

 

 

 

 

Interpretations 

An interpretation is a piece of information that 
was made after the time we are studying.  For 
example, if we are studying the Normans then 
interpretations would be made when the Normans 
were no longer around. 

Some examples of interpretations are textbooks, 
videos or websites about the time we are 
studying. 

 

 

 

Religion 

At this time in history was a Christian and the 
church was a key part of everybody’s lives.  
Everybody went to church and believed in 
God.  The church was so important because 
priests and monks were doctors and 
teachers too.  Many saw God as a reason for 
illness and disease. 

Sources 

A source is a piece of information that was made at 
the time we are studying.  For example, if we are 
studying the Normans, a source would be 
something made at the time of the Normans. 

Some examples of sources are bits of pottery, 
armour or jewellery from the time we are studying.  
A source can also be a picture of a piece of text 
made at that time. 

 

 


