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Key Factors 

Below are the four key factors that have affected 
the Power of the Crown.  
Money 
War and Rebellion 
Religion 
The Role of Individuals  
As we study this unit, always think about how 
each factor has affected the power of the Crown 
at different times. Can you give examples?  

Key people 

Continuity – Staying the same 
Thomas Beckett – Quarrelled with King Henry II 
and was murdered.  
Henry II –Disagreed with Thomas Beckett.  
King John –Unpopular with the barons. Made 
poor decisions. Signed Magna Carta. 
Magna Carta – a charter to make peace between 
King John and the barons. 
Peasants’ Revolt –  this was when the peasants 
fought back against the power of the king. 
Wat Tyler – Leader of the Peasants Revolt. 
Richard II – King during Peasants Revolt. 

 

 

 

 
        

        
   

 
 

War, Rebellion and the Power of the Crown –  
The Peasants’ Revolt 

Summer 1381: the people of Britain rebelled. They were 
angry about paying more money in taxes, they hated the 
new Poll Tax and low wages. The Black Death had left 
fewer people to farm the land and the peasants wanted 
more pay!  

60,000 angry peasants marched to London – led by Watt 
Tyler. They murdered the King’s treasurer and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. They were defying the 
Crown’s authority over them.  

Watt Tyler was killed when he met the King. The rebels 
went home. However, over the next 50 years the 
peasants got most of what they were asking for.  

 

 

Crown vs Church: Henry II and Beckett 

We all know that kings and queens were 
important people in the Middle Ages. But did 
they always get their way? 1162: Henry II 
appointed his friend Thomas Beckett Archbishop 
of Canterbury, placing him in charge of religion in 
England.  

Henry was unhappy about the power the Church 
had over English law. People who worked for the 
Church and broke the law went to the Church 
courts, not the King’s Court. Church Courts were 
much softer on criminals. Henry hoped Beckett 
would help him change this. 

Beckett refused to help Henry, choosing to side 
with the Pope. In 1170 Beckett was murdered.  

 

History in Spring 1 

What will I be studying this half term? 
This term we will begin a new topic, which will 
run through to the end of Year 7 – The Changing 
Power of the Monarch: 1066-1649.  
The focus is on Continuity and Change over time. 
You will study how the power of the Crown 
developed during this period. We will identify 
times that the Crown was strong and times that it 
was weak. We will identify and evaluate factors 
(see below) that affected the power of the Crown.  
 

How will my learning be assessed? 
Multiple Choice assessment.  
How and Why do sources differ (Source Based) 
Year 7 examination  
 

What are the big picture questions? 
1.)  How did the power of English monarchs 

change over time? 
2.) What factors were important in affecting 

the power of the Crown?  
 

King John and Magna Carta 

The power of the Crown was certainly challenged during 
the reign of King John. John was unpopular with his 
barons (big landowners) for a number of reasons: he 
had wasted money on an unsuccessful war in France, he 
kept raising taxes, his arguments with the Pope caused 
the Pope to close all churches in England. Above all, 
people believed he was ruling unfairly. 

The barons decided they would put together an army 
and march towards London. John had no choice but to 
make peace. 

1215: John signed the Magna Carta – in this document 
he recognised that he was not above the law. After 
John’s death other kings signed the Magna Carta too, 
reducing the power of the Crown. It is one of Britain’s 
first steps on the road to democracy.  


