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Topic words 

Reformation – The Protestants set up their own 
church and reformed it to make sure they were doing 
God’s work. 
monastery – a group of buildings where monks live to 
dedicate their lives to God. 
dissolution –  Henry VIII dissolved (got rid of) the 
monasteries. 
Break with Rome – When Henry broke with the 
Roman Catholic Church and become Head of the 
Church of England.  
 

 

Individuals  

Henry VII – The first Tudor king who won the Battle of 
Bosworth Field 
Henry VIII – Increased the power of the Crown 
through Breaking with Rome.  
Catherine of Aragon – Henry VIII’s first wife, she was 
a Spanish princess. 
Martin Luther – Started the Protestant Church in 
Germany. 
Mary Tudor – burned many Protestants alive.  
Philip of Spain – married to Mary Tudor 
Elizabeth I – arguably most successful Tudor 
monarch, brought stability to the Crown.  

 

 

 

 

The Power of the Crown and the Break with Rome 

Henry VIII broke with the Roman Catholic Church in 1534. When 
he did this, Henry made himself Head of the Church. This meant 
that Henry took power from the Pope. He could now decide 
who worked in the English Church and official belief. Henry now 
also controlled Church land, including the monasteries. This led 
Henry to dissolve the monasteries – selling the land and keeping 
the money for himself.  

The result of the Break with Rome was that the power of the 
crown increased. However, for a short time under Queen Mary 
I, the Church was returned back to the pope. However, Queen 
Elizabeth I took back control over the English Church.  

 

 

Key Factors 

Remember - below are the four key factors that have 
affected the Power of the Crown.  
Money 
War and Rebellion 
Religion 
The Role of Individuals  
As we study this unit, always think about how each 
factor has affected the power of the Crown at different 
times. Can you give examples?  

History in Spring 2 

What will I be studying this half term? 
This term we will continue the topic - The Changing 
Power of the Monarch: 1066-1649.  
The focus is on Continuity and Change over time. You 
will study how the power of the Crown developed 
during this period. We will identify times that the 
Crown was strong and times that it was weak. We will 
identify and evaluate factors (see below) that affected 
the power of the Crown.  
 
How will my learning be assessed? 
Multiple Choice assessment.  
You will take an examination next term (Sum 1) 
 
What are the big picture questions? 

1.)  How did the power of English monarchs 
change over time? 

2.) What factors were important in affecting the 
power of the Crown?  

The Power of the Crown throughout the Tudor Period 

The power of the crown changed during the Tudor period. In 
1485, when Henry VII became king, England had been through 
the War of the Roses. During this Civil War kings had been killed 
and the power of the crown was weak. However, Henry VII 
made England a more stable country by getting the support of 
his nobility. 

Under Edward VI and Mary I many historians believe the power 
of the crown was weak. The authority of Edward (a boy) and 
Mary (a woman) was not fully respected. However, during the 
reign of Elizabeth I the crown’s power was restored. 
Government was more stable and the victory over the Spanish 
Armada in 1588 proved that Elizabeth was a great ruler.  



 

 


