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Key words 

The ‘Jewish Problem’ – How the Nazi government would 
get rid of the Jewish people.  
Anti-Semitism – hatred of Jewish people.  
Einsatzgruppen – execution squads which shot or gassed 
as many Jews as they could find.  
Ghettos – separate areas outside of cities for Jewish 
people. Appalling conditions, people taken from there by 
train to extermination camps.  
Wansee Conference (1942) – Where Himmler 
announced the “Final Solution” (below) 
Final Solution – Strategy of killing massive amount of 
Jews through use of gas at extermination camps (below).  
Extermination camp – death camp 
Genocide – deliberate killing of a specific group of 
people  
Himmler – Nazi leader of the SS 
SS – ‘Schutzstaffel’ powerful organisation of Nazi 
Germany. Ran the death camps.  

     
 
 

 

The Holocaust  

When we talk about the Holocaust, we are talking 
about the murder of millions of people at the hands 
of the Hitler’s government, which tried to wipe out 
the Jewish race. In total 6 million Jewish people were 
murdered. 

However, if you include other groups; like political 
prisoners, homosexuals, the disabled and gypsies, this 
figure rises to perhaps as many as 11 million.  

Between 1942 and 1945 the Nazis built six 
extermination camps in Eastern Europe. The purpose 
of these camps was murder on a mass scale.  

The extermination camps were only stopped with the 
defeat of Germany in World War Two (see previous 
topic) by the Allies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The relevance of the Holocaust today 

The events of the Holocaust took place around 80 years ago. 
However, that does not mean we cannot learn lessons from 
the Holocaust. The Holocaust teaches us that we should not 
allow other people to be bullied because of their race, 
religion, or for any other reason. We should stand together. 

Sadly, genocide is still happening in our world today. The 
Darfur Genocide was the first genocide of the twentieth 
century. This involved the murder and rape of Darfuri men, 
women and children in the Sudan. There have been other 
genocides (ie: Rwanda 1994).   

Extent of Hitler’s responsibility for the Holocaust 

Hitler should take a significant amount of blame for the 
Holocaust. As leader of Nazi Germany he believed in 
“racial purity” – he singled out groups which he saw as 
less desirable (Jews, gypsies etc). As leader of Germany 
Adolf Hitler encouraged these groups to be targeted, 
through propaganda and by employing people who he 
knew shared his views. He once said “we shall only 
recover our health by eliminating the Jew”. 

However, Hitler was not solely responsible…………. 

 

Who else was responsible for the Holocaust? 

Sadly, there were many people who were more than willing to 
follow and carry out the elimination of the Jewish race. Below 
are just two individuals 

Hienrich Himmler 

Himmler passionately followed Hitler’s anti-Semitic ideas. 
Himmler used the Einsatzgruppen to murder Jews in the early 
years of World War Two. He then came up with the idea of the 
Final Solution – the way to increase the number of murders. As 
leader of the SS, his staff were responsible for managing the 
death camps – like Auschwitz and Sobibor.  

Joseph Mengele 

Joseph Mengele conducted scientific experiments on people at 
the extermination camps. This involved deliberately infecting 
people with deadly diseases and deliberately amputating 
limbs. Mengele was particularly fascinated by experimenting 
on twins.  

 

History in Spring 2 

What will I be studying this half term? 
This half term we will study the Holocaust. We will 
look at the reasons for the Holocaust, the key events 
and the consequences. We will also reflect upon how 
this topic is relevant in our lives today.   
 
How will my learning be assessed? 
Your learning will be assessed in your end of year 
examination, which will include at least one question 
on the Holocaust 
 
What is the big picture question for this half term?  
“Adolf Hitler was solely to blame for the Holocaust.” 
How far do you agree?  


