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                                   Friday 3 April 2020 

Dear Parents, 

School closure: update 
 

Given that it has now been a fortnight since we were required to close the school, the time is right for an update. 
We have, firstly, been grateful to all of you for your efforts to avoid utilising the school’s childcare provision unless 
absolutely necessary. I have had conversations with a number of parents/carers where you have indicated your 
appreciation of the challenges facing schools in terms of the risk to staff and students should we be unable to 
‘socially distance’ appropriately due to high numbers; and, as a result, the group we have had in each day has been 
a helpful size in terms of ensuring that we keep everyone safe. As a result, we have not needed to rota more than 
a few staff on each day to support that provision.  
 

The Easter holidays 
Please do be aware, however, of the following: 

- The school will be fully and completely closed on bank holidays (Friday 10 April; Monday 13 April). Other 
than that the school will continue to provide childcare for those who need it.  

- We will set homework for students as we would normally over the Easter holiday. Staff will set a homework 
task as they would have done over the break as during normal circumstances. 

- We will revert to providing this work on a lesson-by-lesson basis after the Easter holiday finishes, on 
Monday 20 April. 

 

Continuing students’ education: Engagement 
We have been greatly impressed with the vast majority of students who have been engaging with the work on 
Edmodo. This work will be vital in consolidating previous learning and preparing for learning when the school does 
re-open. This is particularly important for Year 10 students who will sit their GCSE examinations in a little over a 
year.  

We understand that there may be some legitimate reasons why students have not been able to engage so far, and 
to address this, the Academy is doing the following: 

- Attached to this letter is a document from Mrs Taylor which gives guidance around home learning and 
explains for parents’/carers’ benefit how to access your child’s Edmodo account.  

- It would be helpful if parents/carers could follow this to see if their child is signed into all the teaching 
groups that they should be.  

- We are cross-referencing students who have not yet logged in; and students who have logged in but not 
yet joined classes of which they should be a part.  

- As soon as we have confirmed lists, we will be asking Heads of Year to contact individual students to identify 
any obstacles and ensuring that these are removed wherever possible. 

- In order to help us assess these issues, please could all parents/carers fill in the following survey of family 
internet access. The link to the survey is here: Home Learning Access. 

- After the Easter holidays, we will be monitoring the completion of work closely, as we would in school, so 
that we can work with students and families to support them. 

Of course, if students have fallen behind with Edmodo tasks, or they have not yet signed up, the next two weeks 
will be an ideal opportunity to rectify that situation.  
 

Communication 
As part of our commitment to our students, we will also be asking our form tutors to get in touch after the Easter 
break to see how they are managing, to make sure that their learning is progressing as we would hope and to 
continue the sense of community that is so important to the Academy. We will also send out a fortnightly letter to 
keep you fully informed as to events and points of interest.  
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-A9taj8EHTddDhFxLKTMwtgRUNkFEWFlBQ0MzRzJXWUNRWUtNVEtEVTI3US4u


Please remain aware that all updates, additional information and further guidance will continue to be posted on 
the school website at https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/parents/coronavirus-updates/ This now includes 
specific documents around support for students and parents/carers. 
 

Finally, please do be aware when contacting the Academy (via enquiries@thekingsacademy.org.uk) that we are 
operating with a minimal staffing presence on site in order to reduce risk of infection. The vast majority of staff are 
working from home. As a result, responses will be dealt with as quickly as possible during normal working hours 
and we will endeavour to respond within 48 hours.  
 

Free School Meals during closure period 
Parents/carers of students eligible for Free School Meals have received supermarket vouchers from us in the last 
few days to make provision for the last two weeks of the Spring term.  There is now a national voucher scheme; 
and we will begin the distribution of weekly vouchers from this scheme after Easter. Parents/carers will be able to 
select vouchers from a list of six major supermarkets (including Tesco, Morrisons, ASDA and Sainsburys locally) and 
there are discussions ongoing to add more supermarket chains to the scheme, if possible.  Access codes for the 
vouchers will be provided electronically by e-mail unless we do not hold a registered e-mail address for the 
parent/carer with primary caring responsibility, in which case we will send vouchers out by post. 
 

Eligibility for Free School Meals 
Some families’ financial circumstances may have deteriorated due to the economic effects of the pandemic.  If that 
is the case, your child may have become eligible to receive Free School Meals, including the vouchers referred to 
above.  If you think that likely we would advise you to check the eligibility criteria and make an application for 
support to Middlesbrough Council.  Further details about eligibility and how to apply can be found on the Council’s 
website: https://www.middlesbrough.gov.uk/benefits-and-council-tax/free-school-meals  
 

Year 11 
We have had several Year 11 students get in touch to let us know that with all of the uncertainty surrounding their 
futures, they are now very attracted to the familiarity, stability and continuity that post-16 education at The King’s 
Academy has to offer. As a result, although our deadline for applications is long past, we have re-opened 
applications via our website in order to enable students to apply who may not have done so already.  
 

Battlefields and Rhine Valley Trips 
It will come as no surprise to parents/carers that the trips planned to the Belgian Battlefields and Rhine Valley have 
now been cancelled. Parents/carers will be fully refunded for the costs of these trips. Please see the separate letter 
on the Academy website regarding these trips.  
 

To end, we are increasingly hearing of the challenges families are facing. We have recently embarked on an 
assembly series focused around Psalm 23. In the midst of it all, I have found verse 4 particularly reassuring, the King 
James version being my favourite: “…though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
you are with me; your rod and staff they comfort me.” 
 
My very best wishes to you all, 
 

 
Mr N Bulley 
Principal 
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