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                Monday 22 June 2020 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

An update 
 
I wanted to write to you to provide some reassurance in the midst of many mixed messages in the media regarding 
schools and education. At a time of great uncertainty, we are also aware- as our staff have been making their phone 
calls to you over the last twelve weeks- that a number of families are experiencing the challenges and grave 
consequences of coronavirus first-hand. Our sympathies are with you as you persevere through this.  
 
The majority of our Year 10 students returned to school last week, with up to 40 students attending each day, to 
experience 3 hours of classroom-based education each week until the end of term. We also have a quarter of our 
Year 12 students attending, and 3 SEND ‘bubbles’ operating alongside the provision for keyworkers’ children that 
we have been offering since Monday 23 March. With nearly 300 students attending across the week, this transforms 
the feel of the school and it has been a pleasure to get started. 
 
A number of things remain to be determined regarding the summer holidays and starting back in September and 
we await further guidance from the government regarding the autumn term, in particular. However, we can let you 
know of the following: 
 

- GCSE course choices: For students in Years 8 and 9, we will confirm option choices by early July. Work is 
progressing on the Academy timetable to ensure that, to the greatest possible extent, we can deliver the 
options requested and we will confirm options to students once this work is complete.  

 
- Summer break: The King’s Academy, along with all other schools nationally, will close normally for the 

summer holidays on Friday 17 July for all students. The Academy is due to undertake some significant 
facilities work this summer and it would not be possible for students to be on site while this is taking place.  

 
- Uniform: in case any replacements are needed due to growth or wear and tear, our not-for-profit uniform 

shop will be a fully online operation this summer. Details of our uniform requirements and how to access 
the online shop can be found on our website under Information>Uniform 
(www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/information/uniform). Arrangements are as follows, due to the 
extraordinary circumstances: 

o Items ordered from the online shop will be despatched by next-day courier (delivery charge 
applies), with returns and exchanges being possible where needed.   

o From Monday 29 June to Wednesday 29 July, the shop is able to offer a ‘click and collect’ service 
(free of charge) with items being delivered to the Academy for collection.  The date and time of 
collection needs to be booked at the time of ordering and unfortunately this cannot be amended 
once the order has been confirmed.   

o Please note that the main order of Y7-11 blazers is not due to arrive into stock until late June so 
you may wish to delay ordering until then in order to be able to purchase all items you need in one 
order.   

o The last date for online ordering to guarantee delivery before the start of the new term in 
September is Friday 14 August 2020.   

o All items must be paid for on ordering with the exception of Sixth Form uniform where a place for 
September is contingent upon exam results to be received in August. 



 

 

 
- Summer studies: we will be providing work packs for all students over the summer holidays in order for 

them to prepare for the new academic year and ‘hit the ground running’ in September. They are being 
worked on by staff for Years 7-10; and Year 12 will also be provided with materials. We will let you know 
how to collect these. If you are not able to collect, we will ensure that the work is posted to you. Staff will 
not be setting regular work on Edmodo over the summer holidays.  

 

- September return dates:  
o New Years 7 and 12: At the moment, it is our intention that we re-open for the new Years 7 and 12 

only on Thursday 3 September. As these students have not had their usual induction weeks before 
the summer break, we will be doing two days’ induction on the Thursday 3 September and Friday 
4 September for ‘acclimatisation’.  

o Others: other year groups will then return from Monday 7 September, in line with government 
guidance when published. The school’s leadership team will be making appropriate arrangements, 
dependent on this. At the time of writing, there is no timescale for releasing this guidance but we 
will communicate any changes as soon as we are able.  

 
I appreciate that the above list is limited and some of it is not entirely reliable due to being based on guidance that 
has not yet been issued. However, we are keen to provide what information we can at this time. I find myself 
reassured at the moment by the words of Psalm 139 to God our Father: 
 

You hem me in behind and before, 
And you lay your hand upon me. 

 
This is my prayer for our community over the summer months: that we would be protected by our God and Father 
as He surrounds us with His grace and mercy. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Nathan Bulley 
Principal 
 


