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Dear Parent/Carer 
 

End of Term 
 
This is a peculiar situation in which to write a closing letter to you, as I am sure you can imagine. Experiences over 
the last four months will be as many and varied as the number of different families that make up our community; 
and we have, as a staff, only seen a limited number of students on site. It has been a pleasure, however, to see as 
many as we have. 

o About two-thirds of Year 10 have experienced some classroom teaching recently;  
o The vast majority of Year 12 students have had face-to-face lessons with their teachers;  
o We have also expanded our key worker group and SEND provision in the building.  

I am very grateful to all of our staff for their hard work and flexibility in adapting to the different strands that we 
have been able to create, and for their continued delivery of remote learning opportunities online. There has also 
been a prodigious effort to ensure that our form tutors have roughly fortnightly phone contact with students to 
‘touch base’.  
 
As I have referred to staff’s hard work, I would like to mention a few staff who are also moving on this year, as we 
do not have a final assembly in which to honour them for their service. 

- Miss Balls (Teacher of Geography) 
- Miss Winter (Learning Support Assistant) 
- Miss Steedman (Business Administration Apprentice) 
- Dr Sheard (Teacher of Psychology) 
- Mr Villegas (Teacher of Computer Science) 
- Mr Scarr (Head of History) 
- Ms Grant (Front of House Manager) 
- Mr Whittaker (Assistant Vice Principal) 

These staff represent a wide range of contributions, over extensive periods of time; and we are very grateful to 
them for everything that they have brought to our academy. We wish them all the best as they move on to other 
things, and they will always be welcome at The King’s Academy. In fact, I have sought to say something similar in 
my final assembly, to be found online at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_C7a1IcP_4 
 
As we move into the summer holidays at the end of this week, I am very aware that parents will be keen to know 
about arrangements for September. So, although it may seem a little early for this given that we have seven weeks 
to go, I would like to provide a broad outline of our intentions as things stand. The principles we are basing this on 
are: 

- A safe site 
- Subject specialist delivery 
- A simple set of routines 
- As much continuity with past systems as possible. 

 
Our model is founded on each year group operating as a ‘bubble’, in line with the national guidance. Within these 
bubbles, the government tells us that we are able to relax social distancing regulations- so that enables us to 
operate a full curriculum with our usual start and finish times, an expectation of standard uniform as it would usually 
be and a similar lunch service to normal. Our intention is for each year group to have its own ‘zone’ within the 
school for as many lessons as possible; a designated lunch slot; designated external areas for before school, break 
and lunch; designated entry and exit points; and separate toilet facilities as far as possible. We want to provide as 
much stability and continuity as we can given the uncertainty that has surrounded arrangements nationally in terms 
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of education. The occasional shared areas will be for specialist facilities where we will both make sure that frequent 
cleaning takes place and hopefully be able to use specific equipment that is not available in standard classrooms. 

More specific details will be provided in mid-August, along with a map of routes, zones and more. But, for now, 
please be aware that: 
 

o The new Years 7 and 12 will be expected to attend school on Thursday 3 and Friday 4 September 2020 
for an induction schedule.  

o All other year groups will be expected on Monday 7 September.  
 
We will run a flexible curriculum initially in subjects as we seek to establish what progress our students have made 
over the period of lockdown; and then to build a way forward. This will be particularly important for our exam year 
groups; but the same will apply to all. The key for all of us is to make sure our students know that we care, that we 
want what’s best for them, and that we will support them through the transition back to formal education on a 
school site. There is no doubt that it will be challenging. Our risk assessment, approved by our Trustees, will be 
published when the letter comes out to you along with the detail of precisely how the day will operate. There will 
also be a revised behaviour contract in the light of social distancing that we will need all parents to sign prior to 
students’ return.  
 
On an additional note, we fully recognise that these are particularly challenging times for many families and so we 
have been pleased to be able to ensure that those eligible for Free School Meals receive a £90 voucher per child 
from the Government’s Covid Summer Food Fund to assist with providing meals during the holidays. These should 
have arrived with those eligible either electronically or by post by the end of this week. I am also pleased to 
announce that we have been accepted to receive support from the National Schools Breakfast Programme as part 
of their Covid Response to tackle hunger. This means that we will be able to offer an ‘end-of-the-day’ takeaway 
breakfast pack service once a fortnight to all who need it in each year group for the first two terms of the new 
academic year starting in September. Further details to follow. 
 
May I also remind you that our uniform shop has moved to be a fully online operation this summer due to the 
coronavirus restrictions (understandably planning could not presume that restrictions on retail would be lifted by 
this time).  Further details are on our website.  Please order items soon if you would like to benefit from the free 
click and collect delivery option. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you all a pleasant and enjoyable holiday- despite the restrictions on movement that 
remain- and we look forward to seeing all students back on site from the 7 September.  
 
I would like to end with the words of the blessing in Numbers 6: 24-26. It feels particularly appropriate: 
 
“The LORD bless you and keep you; 
the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 
 
My very best wishes,  
 

 
Nathan Bulley 
Acting Principal 
 


