
What is History?



•Think about the 3 most memorable events 

in your life to date.

•Write them down.

•What type of order would you put them 

in?



History is the study of 

the past



Why is 

history 

important?



Who is he? 

What do you think he means by this?



Your own timeline

• Use the template on the next page My Timeline 

to complete a timeline of the major events in 

your life.

• Start with the date you were born 

• Finish with the date you started The King’s 

Academy

• Think about other things you could include –

brothers/ sisters births, primary school, nursery, 

holidays, other big events.

• Make sure they are in the order in which they 

happened.





My Timeline



• We have to try and find out what
happened and why

• Historians have to use evidence to try to 
work this out.

Studying History 

is like being a 

detective!



• Write down 4 different types of evidence 

that you could use to investigate what 

happened in a case that you are 

investigating.

Imagine you are 

a detective…



How do historians find out abut the 

past?

Written Sources 

of 

evidence

Oral

Picture

Object



Primary evidence

They are the raw materials of history. 

They might be the leftovers or relics of the 

past (e.g. a building or a sword) 

Or may be records of what happened, 

made by people at the time.

Primary sources may have been preserved 

deliberately or by chance.



Secondary evidence

They are the products of the study of 

history – they are always based on other 

sources.

They may be records or versions of what 

happened made after the time.

They may be made by people that were not 

there at the time.



The description of the accident which a 

witness gives to the police is a _____source 

because it comes from someone actually 

there at the time. 

The story in the newspaper the next day is a 

_______source because the reporter who 

wrote the story did not actually witness it.

Fill in the gaps 

with the correct 

term from what 

you have learnt 

this lesson



Copy and complete

Primary Source Secondary Source

1.Primary evidence is ….

2.Secondary evidence is…

3.Divide your page into 2 columns with these 

headings:

4.Sort the sources on the next slide into Primary 

and Secondary evidence to complete the table




