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No.1: Week 3– 25 September 2020

Year 7 Return
It was a pleasure on Monday to welcome back our
Year 7s after their fortnight of self-isolation. They
have made a terrific start this week, despite it– so
far!- not being quite the experience they might have
anticipated a month ago. We really appreciate their
(and their parents’) patience with the situation.
I would also like to thank all students and year
groups for their working with us to ensure that the
new
arrangements work as effectively as they do.
As a caveat, we are very cautious about any sense
that this is now in any way ‘normal’, as the danger is
that we then start to relax and as a result don’t maintain the high standards we have managed so far.
The school staff also deserve a very worthy mention:
the facilities, catering and network teams for getting
everything so well set-up for us, both before we
came back and now; the support staff for their excellent work from administration to the classroom; and
the teachers who are moving around rooms and
adapting their planning to very different circumstances.

Key Dates
September
w/c 28th

Year 7/8 Breakfast launch

October
w/c 5th

Year 9/10 Breakfast launch
House Cross Country

5th

Virtual Open Evening

w/c 12th

Year 11/6th form Breakfast
launch

w/c 19th

House Football & Hockey

26th-30th

Half term

31st

Y6 Admissions Deadline

Attendance
We are happy to report that our
students and parents are making
every effort to attend, with the
school’s average daily rate being
over 9 in 10 students benefiting
from face to face teaching by
subject specialists in the classroom.

It has been a time of great adaptation and flexibility
Our new Information System–
for all, so the central message is: thank you- and keep
‘Bromcom’- gives us instant access
up the good work!
to the relevant data we need, so we
Mr Bulley (Acting Principal) are able to say that Year 12 are
exceptional with a rate of over 98%
since the start of the year.

GCSE Results Day, 2020
Joy Harvey-Hill, Jackson Maleary, Daniel Gamble,
Nathan Gamble and Ewan Stokes
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Years 11 and 13 are not far behind
at all, and doing themselves proud.
Given the importance of this year
for their futures, long may it
continue.
Miss Smith (Assistant Principal)
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Highlights of the Week
(from Heads of Year)

Year 7– Eagerness due to being back!
Year 8– The warm smiles on the doors each
morning, regardless of the weather.
Year 9– Sensible, mature and cooperative during
wet breaks, despite the new situation.
Year 10– Miss Campbell, commenting on lunch
duty: “Polite, well-behaved and mature.”
Year 11– A visitor commented on their “excellent
attitude and behaviour… an absolute credit.”
Sixth form– Kendle Hill: for helping launch and
run the 6th form lunch ordering system

Remote Learning
Swiftly becoming the most dreaded two words
in the English language as far as parents are
concerned, we are currently introducing a new
system for this. Last year, we mainly used a
website known as Edmodo, which served us
well. However, as a Trust we are adopting
‘Teams’, part of the Office 365 suite. This
means it is freely available for students to
download and access wherever there is a wifi
or data connection, on all devices: phones,
tablets or laptops. As a result, this should make
the effectiveness of our communication, should
students need to self-isolate, significantly
better than previously.
Teams enables setting of assignments, quizzes
and homework. Students can submit work on
the web version or the app; this can be marked
and returned with feedback by their teacher.
All resources are also available and accessible
by the same means. Live teaching also becomes
a possibility via this tech.
By the end of this week, all students will have
logged on and had some training in how to use
it. Should there be a local lockdown, this will be
our principal tool– so we look forward to
students familiarising themselves with it.
Mrs Taylor (Assistant Principal)
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Free Breakfast
Next week we start the launch of our new
breakfast programme. Under the temporary
government funded National School
Breakfast Programme, all students who want
one will be able to get a box of cereal and a
bag of bagels to take home.
Every student will receive a pack as part of
the initial launch; but from then on will need
to sign up via their tutor (or by parents/
carers emailing us on
breakfast@thekingsacademy.org.uk) to get
fortnightly ‘Fuel for Learning’ deliveries.
We are looking forward to high take-up!
Mr McAllister (Business Manager)
Olviya Silvary– 4 A grades
Oxford: Law

Bailey Walters– 2 A*, 1A
Warwick: Computer Science

A level Results Day, 2020

Nick Wood– 3A*s, 1A
Leeds: Physics with Astrophysics

Carmen Ezinwoke– 2A*, 1A
Newcastle: Medicine & Surgery

Additional Notices:
- Please ensure your child owns an
appropriate face covering in case this
becomes compulsory locally.
- If students choose to use their own hand
sanitiser in school, it must contain at least
60% alcohol.
- Please support us by reminding your
children to stay in zones, follow the right
routes and social distance on corridors.
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