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                      Friday 11 September 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer                    
 

The First Week 
 

It has been a great pleasure for all staff to see the school occupied by our young people once again, after such a 
long wait. The site has come alive as a result- with full classrooms occupied by focused students and taught by 
subject experts. It is very purposeful. The new arrangements have presented fresh challenges; but all have risen 
well to these expectations. 
 

It was a disappointment as a result that we had to ask the whole of Year 7 to self-isolate until Friday 18 September, 
due to a confirmed case. This is not the start to their journey with us that we had hoped for; and we anticipate 
welcoming them back through the school gates on Monday 21 September to continue their face to face secondary 
education- provided, of course, that they are not displaying symptoms. Having had conversations with them myself, 
they come across as a confident year group, keen to do their best. 
 

I would like to also mention some points from this week that are particularly relevant to parents: 
 

- We are aware of some difficulties around procuring uniform. While we have been most impressed at the 
high standard shown by the vast majority of students, we know that some uniform has been unavoidably 
delayed. Unfortunately, the uniform shop remains closed due to the pandemic; however, the online 
operation is open. For new orders, parents have two choices- 

o Delivery by courier for a charge; 
o Free delivery to the Academy for collection by students or parents in a bookable slot on a specified 

day- ‘click and collect’ 
This service will operate on Tuesday afternoons, 3.30-4.30pm at our external Sports Reception 
entrance.  Slots will be limited due to the need to ensure social distancing and there will be no 
access to the building or uniform shop. 

 

- Please do also note the following: 
o We appreciate your support in continuing to reinforce the importance of social distancing wherever 

possible with your child, including on the journey to and from school. Within school, all students 
operate in year group zones and it is therefore vital that students do not break these zones outside 
of school by mixing as different year groups. We would also remind students that a face covering 
is needed if visiting any local shops as well as when in the Parkway Centre.  

o We would like to refer you to our rules around haircuts. There have been some boys returning with 
exceptionally short hair. This is not permitted. 

o If your child is absent, we would appreciate you contacting the academy before 8.30am (01642 
577577 option 2) to keep us informed. The student will require a note in their planner upon their 
return. 

 

- On a similar note to the last point, given that face coverings are already compulsory on public transport 
and Middlesbrough is on a national watchlist, we are aware that- should the town go into a ‘local lockdown’- 
face coverings will be compulsory in communal areas in school (‘Tier 1’ restrictions). If any students do not 
yet have a reusable face covering, and a plastic bag to store it in when not in use, we would strongly 
recommend that students purchase these now to insure against this eventuality. 

 

- We would also like to remind parents that nobody should be parking private cars via the left-hand fork on 
entering the main gate. This space is reserved for some of our most vulnerable students. This is stated in 
our risk assessment. They have been allocated this area for their safety. As a result, we will be operating a 
permit system from next week run by Ms Watson, our SENDCo. And, as a reminder of our current 
restrictions: no parents should be exiting their cars, as this is a means of ensuring risk is reduced. 

 



On a separate note, it also gives me great pleasure to announce all of the new staff who have joined, or will soon 
be joining, us for the new academic year: 
 

Mrs Huggins- Teacher of Food Technology 
Mrs Grey- Teacher of Geography 
Miss Nattrass- Teacher of RE 
Mrs Grubb- Careers Adviser/Coordinator 
Mr Leach- Learning Support Assistant 
Mrs Cassarly- Learning Support Assistant 
Miss Sayers- Business Admin Apprentice  

Miss Walton- Learning Support Assistant 
Mrs Scott- Front of House Manager 
Mr Skerry- (Acting) Head of History 
Mr Wild- Head of Computer Science 
Mrs Dodsworth- Assistant Principal: Key Stage 4 
Miss Farndale- Behaviour Support Officer  

 

We also have a few staff joining us to provide cover for maternity leaves: 
 

Miss Quail- Teacher of the Deaf 
Miss Keay- SEND Administrator 

Mrs Hanley- Teacher of Science 
 

 

For your information as well, there has been building work taking place over the summer holiday. This has included 
a significant expansion of our wifi capacity; widening of the corridor next to the fitness suite, with racking for 
student bags; a new accessible toilet and changing room; a substantial increase to the restaurant capacity 
downstairs; refurbishment of the sixth form common room; and a great deal of repainting and recarpeting of 
classrooms.  
 

A couple of works will be ongoing: the creation of a new path from Stainton Way past the turning circle to the 
western corner of the building, along with additional fencing (awaiting planning permission); and the building of a 
new PE store on to the back of the sports hall. These will, as phase one of a programme to substantially improve 
our facilities, enable better provision and we look forward to their completion. 
 

Another development over the summer was the installation of a new Management Information System, Bromcom. 
This will bring many benefits, including- in due course- to home-school communication and engagement. Details 
will follow later this year. A first visible change will be to SMS messages received from the Academy which will begin 
to appear to you as being from our main switchboard number, 01642 577577. 
 

We are aware that some within our community are struggling with the economic impact of the pandemic and we 
are therefore delighted to announce that we have been successful in securing access for our students to the 
National Schools Breakfast Programme’s Covid 19 Food Aid response, funded by the Government.  This will be 
progressively launched to all students as “Fuel for Learning” over the next few weeks and will provide regular free 
take-home healthy breakfast packs to all students who want them. 
 

The future is, of course, still uncertain as we learn to live with the current situation, and there will undoubtedly be 
further challenges to contend with which may mean we have to tweak our operations this term. However, it is our 
hope as a school that we offer stability to our students: through their return to on-site learning; the re-
establishment of clear routines and good habits; and the restoration of their face to face relationships with each 
other and with staff. It is our aspiration that these will enable them to have some sense of security as we face the 
unknown together. 
 

I am currently reading the book of Lamentations. It struck me as particularly appropriate to end this letter to you 
with a quote from chapter 3, verse 25: 
 

The Lord is good to those whose hope is in Him. 
 

Our hope remains strong, and it is my prayer that we will experience His goodness despite whatever our personal 
circumstances look like just now. 
 

With my best wishes, 

 
 
Nathan Bulley 
Acting Principal 


