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To All Year 7 Parents/Carers 

Monday 7 September 2020 

            

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Important information for Year 7 Parents 
 
It was a delight to meet our new Year 7 cohort last week and to finally be able to welcome them to The King’s 
Academy for their induction. As we now begin the autumn term and the full programme of lessons, I wanted to 
write to communicate some important information about the weeks and months ahead for our Year 7 students.  
 
With many of our students having been out of school since March, our first priority is to ensure that students’ 
transition to The King’s Academy is a positive experience and that they settle well into the daily life of the Academy. 
While the routines that we are establishing at this time are far from normal, we are seeking to provide students 
with access to the full curriculum and ensure that they experience as little disruption as possible to their studies. 
Your child will see their tutor twice daily (morning and afternoon registration) and your child’s tutor will be the first 
point of contact for any queries or concerns that you wish to raise with the Academy.  
 
Curriculum 
All Year 7 students will follow a full curriculum during the course of this year. For Year 7 students, this comprises 
weekly lessons in English, mathematics, science, French (for most students), geography, history, RE, computing and 
PE. Students also follow a termly carousel of ‘creative arts’ subjects: art, drama, engineering, food technology and 
music. Students will study three of these subjects each term and will study all subjects during the academic year. In 
the first instance, lessons in these subjects will be theory-based to allow sufficient time for risk assessments to be 
completed before practical work commences.  
 
Homework 
To support students with their transition to secondary school, and particularly in adjusting to the longer school day, 
we will introduce homework in a phased manner: 
 

• Students will not receive homework for the first two weeks of term.  

• From Monday 21 September, students will receive homework from their ‘creative arts’ subjects 
(computing, art, drama, engineering, food technology, music). They should therefore receive three pieces 
of homework per week.  

• From Monday 2 November, students will begin to receive homework in French (where studied), geography, 
history and RE, in addition to the creative arts subjects above.  

• From Monday 4 January 2021, students will receive a full programme of homework in English, mathematics 
and science, in addition to all of the subjects above.  

 
Assessments 
In order to support our teaching and learning, we will be undertaking some assessments during the course of this 
term. The first set of assessments are diagnostic assessments that will help us to identify gaps in knowledge or 
understanding and allow staff to adapt their teaching to cover these areas in the coming weeks. Later in the term, 
we will also undertake a student survey to understand how students have settled into secondary school and to help 
identify any issues that we may need to tackle as a school. There will be no formal assessments for Year 7 until the 
spring and summer terms, as our priorities are to ensure that students have transitioned well into secondary school 
and that our teaching effectively supports students in closing any gaps in knowledge from Key Stage 2.  
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Setting 
At The King’s Academy, it our usual custom and practice to group students by academic ability to ensure that each 
student receives teaching that is focused at the appropriate level for their ability. As you will be aware, the Year 6 
SATS did not take place this year and as such, the only information that we have regarding students’ academic 
ability comes from the teacher assessments shared with us by students’ primary schools. This information does not 
allow us to differentiate between pupils, as students are simply reported as working at greater depth, expected 
standard, working towards expected standard, etc.  
 
As a result, we have taken the decision to teach Year 7 students in ‘bands’ for the first term. In the majority of 
subjects, therefore, students are assigned to band 1 (upper), band 2 (middle) and band 3 (lower). On your child’s 
timetable, therefore, set ‘2b’ would be within the middle band, ‘set 1c’ would be in the upper band, etc. The 
groupings within each band (a,b,c) are random. From January, it is our intention to re-group students to facilitate 
focused teaching in lessons.  
 
In creative arts subjects, students have been assigned to groups that they will remain in for the duration of the 
academic year to ensure that students cover the full curriculum during the year. 
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s tutor or Head of Year, Mr Baughan, if you have any queries about your 
child’s transition to The King’s Academy or any of the matters raised in this letter.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Mr S Reader 
Senior Vice Principal 


