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To All Year 8 Parents/Carers 

Monday 7 September 2020 

            

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Important information for Year 8 Parents 
 
It has been a pleasure to welcome all of our Year 8 students back today. With many of our students having been 
out of school since March, our first priority is to ensure that settle well into the new routines of Academy life. While 
the routines that we are establishing at this time are far from normal, we are seeking to provide students with 
access to the full curriculum and ensure that they experience as little disruption as possible to their studies.  
 
Curriculum 
All Year 8 students will follow a full curriculum during the course of this year. For Year 8 students, this comprises 
weekly lessons in English, mathematics, science, French (for most students), German (for some students), 
geography, history, RE, computing and PE. Students also follow a termly carousel of ‘creative arts’ subjects: art, 
drama, engineering, food technology and music. Students will study three of these subjects each term and will 
study all subjects during the academic year. In the first instance, lessons in these subjects will be theory-based to 
allow sufficient time for risk assessments to be completed before practical work commences.  
 
Homework 
Students will be set homework in accordance with the homework timetable. For the first two weeks of term, we 
will not set homework to allow students time to settle into the new routines around the Academy day. From 
Monday 21 September, students will receive a full programme of homework each week.  
 
Setting 
In nearly all subjects, we have made no changes to setting from Year 7. Therefore, the set that your child is in now 
will be the same set as they were in when the Academy closed in March. If changes have been made to your child’s 
set, these have been made solely for timetable reasons. This is particularly the case for students studying French 
and German. Students have been selected to study both languages based on the aptitude for French that they 
showed during Year 7. For timetable reasons, if a student is not studying both languages, this means that their 
English and mathematics sets must change. However, the programme of study in English and mathematics is the 
same for all students in Year 8 and teachers will ensure that their planning meets the needs of all students in their 
classes.  
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s tutor or Head of Year, Mr Davies, if you have any queries about any 
of the matters raised in this letter.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Mr S Reader 
Senior Vice Principal 


