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                      Friday 2 October 2020 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Compulsory Face Coverings 
 

As you will no doubt be aware, Middlesbrough has had new local restrictions applied which mean that students in 
secondary schools must wear face coverings in all internal communal areas- unless they are seated and eating in the 
dining areas, or are exempt (see below). This includes all corridors and changing rooms. This is with effect from 
Monday 5 October.  
 

The government guidance is as follows: 
 

In areas where local lockdowns or restrictions are in place, face coverings should be worn by adults and 
pupils (in years 7 and above) in areas outside classrooms when moving around communal areas where 
social distancing is difficult to maintain such as corridors. 

 

Facemasks are therefore now considered to be part of our school uniform and all students are expected to have a 
reusable mask with them in school, wearing it as directed. This facemask must be plain, undecorated and able to 
cover both mouth and nose. Scarves, ‘snoods’ or similar will not qualify as appropriate. 
 

There are exemptions to this guidance, and students in such a situation should discuss their particular circumstances 
with their tutor at the earliest opportunity. These exemptions are for those who: 

• cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a physical or mental illness or impairment or 
disability 

• speak to or provide assistance to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial expression to 
communicate 

Given that we have a Deaf/Hearing Impairment Additionally Resourced Provision, this is likely to mean that we have 
more exempt staff and students than most schools, though we will use visors or clear masks where possible. 
 

Please note that face coverings should be cleaned on a daily basis to ensure that they are as effective as possible. 
Below is a link to a World Health Organisation video that shows the appropriate arrangements for wearers to follow 
in terms of hygiene: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Tv2BVN_WTk 
 

The wearing of a face covering in communal areas will constitute an addition to our temporary behaviour 
arrangements, and, by sending your child into school, we will assume that you agree to this condition of entrance. 
Any student without a face covering will be unable to move around the school at all, and we will not be able to 
provide an adequate education- resulting in our having to introduce appropriate sanctions for non-compliance. We 
have no doubt that this will be a very rare circumstance; but we must ensure the safety of students and staff as our 
top priority. If a student has lost, damaged or forgotten their face covering, we will have a small supply of spare 
facemasks in school in case of emergency, and students should speak to their Head of Year to access this when 
needed.  
 

To finish, I would like to emphasise again that there will be a few students who are exempt from this rule. We thank 
you for your patience and support in these challenging times. 
 

Best wishes 

 
Nathan Bulley 
Acting Principal                 
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