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The King’s Chronicles 

No.9: Week 11– 27 November 2020 

We are delighted to invite you to one of 
the most popular events in The King’s 
Academy calendar: the Christmas Carol 
Service, when we once again remember 
and celebrate the birth of Jesus, our King. 

This year, the event will take place online 
on Thursday 17 December at 6pm.  In the 
comfort of your own home, with a mince 
pie or two, you will be able to enjoy an 
array of our students’ talents, including 
musical, acting and dance performances. 
In keeping with tradition, top of the bill 
will be the Year 7 choir!  

Please join us in the congregational carols 
and prayers, led by our students. We are 
also pleased to be joined by Raj Saha 
from Jubilee Church, Middlesbrough, who 
will deliver his message on “Out of the 
Darkness and Into the Light”. 

We look forward to welcoming you to an 
enjoyable evening of student talent, fes-
tive spirit and a time for reflection. 

Mrs Dodsworth (Assistant Principal: KS4) 

Key Dates 

November 

30 Year 13 Rehearsal Examinations start 

December 

9 
Year 13 Rehearsal Examinations   
finish 

16 ‘Christmas Cracker’ 

17 
Virtual Carol Service 
Year 11 Reports 

“Joy to the World” 

The Year 7 Choir practising in the Quad 

Despite the Covid-19 restrictions, students and staff 
at The King’s have joined together to ensure that 
children around the world suffering through war, 
poverty, natural disaster, famine and disease are not 
forgotten this Christmas during these times of fear 
and uncertainty. 

Every year, shoeboxes have been lovingly filled with 
toys, hygiene items, treats and school supplies by our 
students; and this year has been no exception. 118 
shoeboxes jam-packed with goodies have been com-
pleted, along with donations for the charity totalling 
£110. Four further storage boxes containing loose 
items of stationery, colouring books, toys, soap and 
clothing have also been filled- because we actually 
ran out of empty shoeboxes to fill! 

Memorable moments included our Year 11 tutor 
groups raising over £150 for this event, providing 
their Head of Year, Mrs Cochrane, with the onerous 
task of shopping for all the bits and pieces to fill their 
shoeboxes. She didn’t complain and says she really 
enjoyed herself!  

And there is 12Jones, who completed over 40 gift-
wrapped shoeboxes, which they bought online, even 
though their numbers had been severely  depleted 
due to students isolating.  

An amazing effort from the entire King’s community 
and a huge ‘thank you’ to all our parents who have 
supported this venture too. Children need great joy 
now more than ever and what a great way to ensure 
that this happens. 

Mrs Brownless (Assistant Vice Principal) 

King’s students ‘wrap up’ 

Operation Christmas Child 

10Swales busy 
wrapping and 

filling 

12Jones with 
some of their 

shoeboxes 
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Highlights of the Week 
(from Heads of Year) 

 

Year 7– Having the full year group back in school and 
seeing them excited to get back into their lessons. 
Year 8– Fantastic efforts by the Year 8 dancers in 
preparation for the Christmas Carol Service. 
Year 9- The 1st meeting of the student voice group 
was a massive encouragement. Well done to the Anti
-Racism group who made a very strong pitch and     
resoundingly convinced everyone that this should be 
our focus this year.  
Year 10– It has been fabulous to see them back. And 
with a wonderful attitude– leading to the best 
attendance of any year group so far this year! 
Year 11- A massive well done for completing rehears-
al exams- including a full set of 3x90-minute Maths 
papers. Whilst a challenging two weeks, it has given 
teachers vital feedback on the topics to focus on go-
ing forward for the summer exams and the oppor-
tunity to provide students with individual feedback.  
Sixth Form- The positive way in which our Sixth 
Form students have embraced remote learning, with 
excellent and meaningful participation in live lessons. 

If the last six months have reinforced anything in 
my mind, it is that we live in a volatile, fast moving, 
dynamic and interconnected world. Working under 
lockdown was a challenge and I was thankful to see 
our Business students return in   September. Many 
brought stories of job losses and hardship at home; 
but there were also inspiring stories of                  
entrepreneurial spirit and new business                
opportunities they would never otherwise have 
had. 
 
In the classroom (albeit not our normal ones!) our 
students have been engaged in a wide  variety of 
projects. Year 9 have been working on developing 
new soft drinks products as a foundation for next 
year. Year 10 have returned to begin their GCSE 
course and Mr Tarn has been very impressed with 
the excellent start they have made. It was also great 
to see our Year 12 Cambridge Technical students 
involved in helping to organise the Sixth Form     
Virtual Open Evening as part of their new ‘Project 
Management’ study.  More than anything, we have 
been impressed with the resilience and ‘can do’ 
attitude of our Year 11 and 13 students. 
 
If asked regarding work outside the classroom, we 
would recommend that our students watch the 
business news on the BBC; Bloomberg and Dragon’s 
Den both help too. There are also some excellent 
podcasts worth listening to, for example on Spotify. 

Mr Cooper (Head of Business & Economics) 

Focus: Business & Economics 

 

Free School Meals Update 

Students remain eligible for Free School Meals 
support if they are absent from school due to  
specified Covid-19 related reasons. From the start 
of this term, food parcels have been provided by 
our catering team when requested.  
Since Monday 16 November, support has instead 
been provided by the supply of credits which will 
allow parents/carers to obtain supermarket  
vouchers covering the period of required absence. 
Further information can be found on our website 
under ‘Coronavirus Updates’.  

 

Supporting our students with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) is challenging within 
the current Covid-19 restrictions but our Learning 
Support Assistants and specialist teachers have 
risen to the  occasion and are finding new and   
innovative ways to help! We are very proud of 
how our students have adapted to the changes 
and how they are working to improve their                
independent learning skills. 
 

 Our Deaf and hearing        
impaired students benefit from 
our staff wearing clear masks 
to enable lip-reading and   
communication.   
 We have invested in new 
iPads for our students with   
vision impairment, which     

allows independent access to resources.  
 Our students with Higher Learning Needs 

(HLN) are benefitting from being supported 
by the same members of staff within their 
“bubble” and having their own dedicated 
classroom. 

 
The SEND team look forward a time when we are 
able to invite parents and carers into school to  
discuss    progress, but at the moment we are    
using video and phone calls to keep in touch. Our 
SEND team can be also be contacted via 
send@thekingsacademy.org.uk.   
 
On a final note –  I share 
this photo message I 
was sent  recently. It 
made me think about 
the    challenges some 
of our students face, 
every day. 

Ms Watson (Assistant Principal: SEND) 

Ms Watson modelling a  

clear mask 

SEND Update 

mailto:send@thekingsacademy.org.uk

