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Sixth Form Strength
We have been thrilled at the positive response to our Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening launch this
week, with a record number of applications already received from Year 11 students. The presentations
and other information are still available to view via the main page of our website so do take a look!
2020 has been an immensely challenging year for all of us and lockdown was particularly hard on
young people, as they thrive on social connections. Although we continued to guide and support our
students remotely through that period, we are absolutely delighted to have them back with us in
person. We continue to help them through this important stage of their education and prepare them
fully for their next steps; and we look forward to welcoming many current Year 11 students to our
Sixth Form community in September 2021.
Some words from our Sixth Form students:

“The care and support that teachers have demonstrated since September has allowed me to
settle back into my studies much more smoothly than I expected - showing the high level of support on offer at The King’s.” (Andrew, Year 13)

“Choosing King's Sixth Form was one of the best decisions I have ever made; I am so confident in
my future due to the help and support received from all my subject teachers.“ (Kendle, Year 13)

“The Sixth Form has a very kind and welcoming atmosphere, and the teachers are very
supportive in the jump between GCSEs and A-levels - especially after the large amount of time
we had off over lockdown.” (Emma, Year 12)

“I was so scared about starting Sixth Form, an entirely new school with new people and studying
a new subject. However, everybody at The King’s has made me feel so welcome and I feel
comfortable in Year 12. I love my classes and the teachers are genuinely so helpful and
supportive. I wouldn’t choose to be anywhere else!” (Bibi, Year 12)
It is no wonder so many students are choosing to stay with us for a further two years given the
excellent combination of pastoral care, strong relationships, academic success and appropriate
progression that we offer.

Key Dates
Ms Yuill, Assistant Principal (Assistant Principal - Sixth Form)

Houses with a Mission!
This week saw the launch of our first virtual house
assemblies. These had to be online and ranged from Mr
Johnson (Greeks) leading the passing of messages via toilet
roll; through to tests of staff’s ‘roaring’ ability as part of Mrs
Dodsworth’s (Hebrews); and up to the heights of Mr Ray’s
expert cooking of baked beans on toast on behalf of Romans
(led by Mrs Brownless). It also included a recounting of the
past successes - to be repeated, maybe? - of Medes (Ms
Smith). The level of participation from students beforehand
to make these assemblies happen was impressive; and the
generation of enthusiasm from the house leaders
themselves was a sight (or sound, in one or two cases!) to
behold. Thank you to everyone for their efforts.
Mr Bulley (Vice Principal – Operations)
The King’s Academy

November
16

Deadline for Shoeboxes

16 - 27

Year 11/Year 13 Rehearsal
Examinations

19

Years 9-13 Breakfast pack
collection

December
17

Virtual Carol Concert

Mr Johnson polishing Greek
trophies/showing off...
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Highlights of the Week

“We will remember them”

(from Heads of Year)

Year 7 Seeing the incredible effort made by many Y7s
to make a difference by bringing in whatever they could
for the shoebox appeal.
Year 8 The whole year group during their ‘Respect ME’
talks this week. Their interaction and maturity on
sensitive topics has been commendable.
Year 9 It has been wonderful to see the students
returning from self-isolation settling back in so quickly.
Year 10 10 Donnelly have worked incredibly hard this
week on producing an assembly for their year
group. They have all contributed and responded really
well to last minute changes. A superb effort!
Year 11 A massive well done to Year 11 tutor groups
who have raised over £150 for the Christmas Shoe Box
Appeal. Special mentions to 11 Henry and 11 Matheson
who contributed nearly £50 each.
Sixth Form Year 12 prefects have completed their
training and are ready to take on their roles next week
when Year 13 have their rehearsal examinations.

Focus: Geography
One invaluable and enjoyable aspect of Geography
is putting what we learn in the classroom into
practice on field trips. Unfortunately, COVID
restrictions are taking their toll as field-trips have
been cancelled for Year 11 and are at least delayed
for Year 10 and 12. We were delighted to get the
Year 13s out to Redcar and North Gare before lockdown and teachers in the Geography Department
are keeping all of our fingers crossed that those
students currently in Year 10 and 12 will be able to
undertake fieldwork later in 2021.

Above: Year 7 and 8’s artistic responses to the
11/11 challenge. Below: the 2-minute silence.

In Years 7-9 we are still planning our usual fieldwork
skills during the summer term as we stay on the
school site at all times so students will be able to
take weather measurements, traffic counts,
environmental quality surveys and field sketches in
our fantastic grounds.
One thing we are definitely missing this year is
Parents Evenings as we like nothing better than to
hear how Geography was your favourite subject at
school! Either way you can help your child to know
their Geography. Many students are fantastic at
being able to identify continents or countries of the
world from a map, or cities of the UK. However,
some of our students can struggle with this from
time to time. So, why not see how much they know
(and test yourself) by trying some of the country or
capital city quizzes online. Try this one first https://
online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3069?c=TKZKT
Mr Love (Head of Geography)
The King’s Academy

Additional Notices
578 students in Y7-11 (just over 50% of the school)
received recognition of their 100% attendance and
punctuality for the first half term. This is a fantastic
achievement in what has been a difficult time for
families. Just a reminder that should your child
need to self-isolate according to public health
guidance, then this will not affect their overall
attendance record.
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