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Thursday 17 December 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers 

Christmas Letter 
 

We know that many of us will be relieved as 2020 draws to a close, and that for some of us it has brought great 
sadness, but we can also reflect with thankfulness and joy.  Whilst our country’s leaders seek to negotiate 
Britain’s sovereignty in its future relationship with the EU, Christians are reminded at this time that God’s 
sovereign hand is over all things and that His will shall be done ultimately, even when things seem at their 
bleakest. 
 
As a school community we have been challenged with maintaining – despite the difficulties – the greatest 
possible sense of normality about school life.  With so much of the work to enable this being done ‘behind the 
scenes’, the exceptional contributions of staff, and parents in supporting the school, can so easily go overlooked.  
Although not everything could be done exactly the same as before, and in many instances is now even better, 
we have, along with so much else, maintained our House competitions, Christmas Cracker, Carol Service and 
Christmas lunch events. 
 
I am sure parents and students wish to join us in expressing heartfelt thanks to what is a truly exceptional staff 
team at King’s, including administration staff, the facilities, cleaning, catering and IT support teams, classroom 
support, teachers and leaders, and governors. 
 
Carol Service link “Out of the Darkness and Into the Light” available until Monday, run-time = 40 minutes 
We are delighted to invite you to one of the most popular events in The King’s Academy calendar: the Christmas 
Carol Service, when we once again remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus, our King. This year, the event is 
online from today at 6pm, and features our students’ talents, including musical, acting and dance performances, 
carols and prayers. In keeping with tradition, top of the bill will be the Year 7 choir! We are also pleased to be 
joined by Raj Saha from Jubilee Church, Middlesbrough, who will deliver his message on “Out of the Darkness 
and Into the Light”.  We welcome you to an enjoyable evening of student talent, festive spirit and a time for 
reflection. 
 
Farewells 
We bid fond and grateful farewells at the end of Autumn term to: Mrs Jennifer Cassarly (LSA); Miss Carolyn 
Nattrass (RE); and Mrs Jessica Williams (administrator).   
 
Northern Powerhouse 'Fairer schools index' 
We were pleased to be written to in recent weeks by the Northern Powerhouse Partnership.  They congratulated 
the school that – adjusting for some of the factors related to demographics – The King’s Academy is now 
classified as ‘above average’.  More information, regarding King’s and other schools, is available in the above 
link. 
 
Wishing you and yours a peaceful and restful Christmas break, as we look towards the light of Christ the Saviour. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Dawes, Principal 

https://youtu.be/2hDwIxTBTKg
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/1741a670cfcb493eb2cb20f14af8a064

