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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Arrangements for a ‘staggered’ return to school in January 2021  
(with school fully closed to all students on Monday 4 January) 

 
Guidance issued by the Government to schools, yesterday afternoon, regarding students’ return to school in January 
means that The King’s Academy will be closed to students for the day of Monday 4 January 2021.  The school will open 
to limited groups from Tuesday 5 January, fully opening from Monday 11 January.  This reduces coronavirus 
transmission immediately after the Christmas break, and enables arrangements to be put in place to make available 
in-school rapid (lateral flow) coronavirus testing.   
 
The purpose of making available these lateral flow tests (which are subject to individual parental consent) is to help 
address the problems that (a) around one-third of people infected with coronavirus are asymptomatic and that (b) 
currently all close contacts with a ‘confirmed case’ have to self-isolate, even though they may not have contracted the 
virus.  The plan for much-increased testing means there should be a far greater accuracy in self-isolating – hopefully 
with fewer people needing to do so overall whilst reducing infection rates. 
 
Specifically, then, from Tuesday 5 January 2021: 

 Resuming schooling ‘on-site’ will be: 
o Year 11 and Year 13 students (having upcoming GCSE and A-level exams); 
o Higher Learning Needs (HLN) base students; 
o ‘Key Worker’ children and invited students in other year groups including those with EHCPs.  The Key 

Worker parent survey is here, to be completed by 12noon on Tues 29 December please. 

 Live lessons will be provided for Year 12 (with loan laptops for collection from 1pm, Monday 4 January); 

 Online learning (via Teams) including teacher interaction, for engagement of all other year groups; 

 For students of Child Development in Year 10 who will be taking external exams the following week (from 
Monday 11 January), arrangements will be made for on-site lessons in this subject; 

 Planning and preparations will be made for lateral flow tests to be available to students and staff as soon as 
possible. 

 
From Monday 11 January, normal term resumes for all students.  We anticipate lateral flow testing being available 
shortly after your child returns to school, and will communicate further on this (including seeking parental consent). 
 
We appreciate how inconveniently late this information is (for schools and for families), and that parents may have 
queries.  We will seek to address these before term re-starts, and will update parents on awaited Government 
guidance, including implications for children, schooling and for bringing to a close this most difficult of times. 
 
Wishing you a good and restful Christmas break. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Dawes, Principal 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-and-childcare-settings-return-in-january-2021/schools-and-childcare-settings-return-in-january-2021
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-A6eJoXmdkpNFiQYCVz78DqFUMTBYV1hLOFZPVUUyT0NOTEoxNE80QlhQVS4u

