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Friday 15 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents 

Home learning arrangements: broadening of ‘live’ lesson provision 
 
As we travel through these trialling times together, parents will appreciate the value of periodically reviewing and 
revising the arrangements made for students’ continuing learning – not least for the majority who are learning 
remotely.  Recognising the very real challenges presented to parents in supporting their children’s home learning, we 
are extremely grateful for the home-school partnership being fostered by the commitment of students and parents. 
 
Having put in place whole-school remote learning provision at extremely short notice on return to school after 
Christmas, we have reviewed with staff the opportunity to broaden ‘live’ teaching beyond years 11-13.  Our revised 
structure is to enable all home educated students at King’s to receive some live engagement (via Teams) each week, 
whilst recognising compelling research that actually recommends against full timetables of live teaching for students’ 
education and health.  Whilst the teacher will be present during the entire ‘live’ lesson, it would be rare (as is also the 
case when physically present in the classroom) for them to be actively ‘lecturing’ throughout, and there will typically 
be a mix of activities and media which are planned as most appropriate to the topic being studied. 
 
Arrangements therefore commencing from Monday (18 January) are: 

1. Lesson length: ‘Live’ lessons will be reduced from 50 minutes to 45 minutes, to allow students to have recovery 
time (being especially necessary for consecutive ‘live’ lessons). 

2. Key Stages 4 and 5 (also including year 10, and up to year 13) will be given priority for ‘live’ lessons, although 
now at less than a 100% timetable of ‘live’.  Their programmes of studies, being a mix of ‘live’ and 
‘asynchronous’ (where studies are pre-set via Teams) will continue to fill their full timetables of course, as a 
highly effective means of continuing education. 

3. Key Stage 3 (years 7-9) ‘live’ teaching will now constitute a proportion of their full timetable of lessons, 
consisting of a minimum weekly ‘live’ provision averaging approximately 6-8 lessons of 45 minutes each, being: 

a. English, Maths and Science:  at least one lesson per subject per week 
b. Other subjects:    at least one lesson per subject per fortnight 

4. Scheduling of ‘live’ lessons – students will be informed by no later than 5pm the previous school evening of 
lessons scheduled for the following day. 

 
We understand that this broadening of ‘live’ provision across the student body will create new challenges in access to 
internet and devices for some students and their families.  Please note that in addition to additional mobile data being 
available for eligible students (see letter), we will again be surveying parents to understand where there is a need for 
additional loan laptops, which we will work to fulfil. 
 
Thank you again and please, as always, do not hesitate to contact us if we may be of help.  We continue to hold 
students, families and our wider community in our prayers and thoughts, hoping this letter finds you well. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Dawes, Principal 
 
Enclosed: Remote Learning: Guidance for students and parents 

https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter_to_Parents_13-01-21_Mobile_Data.pdf


Remote Learning: Guidance for students and parents (January 2021) 

Accessing Office 365, including downloading the Office suite, is via Teams_and_Office_365_for_students 

During this period of home learning, students will be taught through Teams. Some of this teaching will be in the form 

of live lessons with subject teachers. Students should follow their normal timetables and access either live lessons, or 

work set for lessons, at the timetabled times.   

Live Lessons 

 Lessons will be scheduled through Teams by 5pm the day before the lesson. You will follow your normal 

timetable for subject lessons. You are expected to attend these lessons, just as you would be expected to 

attend school; 

 If you can use a laptop this is preferable as it makes it easier to complete work. However, Teams can be 

accessed through phones and tablets, so if you have any device available you should join the lesson using 

this. 

Joining the lesson: 

 At the start of each lesson, go to your Team for this class, where you will be able to join the lesson. it will 

appear on the Teams page like this: 

 

 Click here to join at the time of your lesson. 
 

 Join lessons from a shared area in your house (e.g. a kitchen or sitting room) where you are able to work 
undisturbed, with your microphone muted and your camera on.  Your teacher will give you further 
instructions about mics and cameras during the lesson; 
 

 Please arrive at Live lessons on time. You will be asked to wait in a “lobby” until you are admitted to the 
lesson. 

During the lesson: 

 Communication with teachers should be of the same high standard we expect in school, whether this is 
speaking in a live lesson, or asking questions via the chat. Make sure the language you choose is appropriate 
and respectful. 

 Behaviour in the lesson should also be of the same high standard we expect in the Academy; 

 You may be asked to work in different ways: interacting; completing independent work; practising tasks; 
completing quizzes. It is important that you put in as much effort as you can. 

 Do not save images or recordings of the lesson, as you do not have permission from the participants; 

 You can ask questions in the chat, or by clicking on the “raise hand” icon.  

https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Teams_and_Office_365_for_students.pdf


 

After the lesson: 

You may have a task to complete. If you need help with this from your teacher, you can; 

 Post on the home page for your Team, if your class teacher has given you permissions. Alternatively, you can 
contact the teacher by adding a question or a note to the assignment they have set you.  

Feedback: 

 All work handed in will be read and acknowledged by your teachers. Where appropriate, they will provide 
feedback in one of these forms; 

o Whole class feedback which results in Close the Gap, as would normally occur. This CTG work can be 
completed remotely, or in face-to-face sessions; 

o Use Microsoft Forms and/ or Hinge Questions to set low stakes quizzes which test your 
understanding and is used for future planning; 

o Detailed feedback on students’ work, where necessary, to ensure that they understand their next 
steps in learning. 

Parents: 

 Please provide, as far as possible, a quiet place for your child to work where they will not be disturbed.  
 

 Lessons will begin at their usual times; please ensure that your child is ready for these;  
 

 Parents should be aware of the safeguarding advice from National Online Safety, found here: Remote 
Learning for Parents | Top 10 Tips for Parents and Carers | National Online Safety . 

 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/10-top-tips-remote-learning-for-parents
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/10-top-tips-remote-learning-for-parents

