
 

David W Dawes BA (Hons), MA, MEng Principal 
 

The King’s Academy,  Stainton Way,  Coulby Newham,  Middlesbrough,  TS8 0GA   Tel: 01642 577 577   Fax: 01642 590 204 

Email: enquiries@thekingsacademy.org.uk www.thekingsacademy.org.uk 
 

Registered Office: Trinity House, Bede Academy, Sixth Form, Sixth Avenue, Blyth, Northumberland NE24 2SY Company Registration Number No. 4464331 

Tuesday 26 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Update to ongoing schooling arrangements 
 
Our continuing thanks go out to all parents and carers, and to our students, for your resourcefulness and indomitable 
spirit during, for very many of us, this most testing of times.  We have this week seen survey feedback from a sample 
of parents and students, with much encouragement and very many helpful comments.  We will continue to survey 
parents and students regularly, deeply valuing and appreciating your responses which we summarise for our staff 
body.  Whilst we cannot respond individually in every case, I have read every comment received to inform our 
developing school strategies. 
 
Homework and summary of remote education provision 
In addition to the information contained in our recent letters, our provision is now also summarised on our website 
here.  You will note that homework expectations are detailed in the table on p2, being: Years 7-9 (all work to be 
completed during lesson times); Years 10-11 (some flexibility, where only essential homework should be required); 
Sixth Form – business as usual, with up to 5 hours of additional study (outside of lesson times) per subject per week. 
 
Diagnostic assessments week: from Monday 8 February (years 7-10 & 12) 
With national consultation underway over GCSE and A-level assessments, which shall inform our forthcoming 
assessment approaches for years 11 and 13, we are scheduling a diagnostic assessments week in the final week of this 
half term for all other year groups.  The primary purpose of this is to identify strengths and gaps in students’ learning, 
to inform curriculum and lesson planning for after the half-term break.  Remote diagnostics will provide information 
to teachers, who will also report a ‘responsibility for learning’ grade 1-4 in all subjects along with a written comment 
where appropriate and – in some subjects – a mark.  Form tutors will also provide a summary written comment, with 
reports being issued to parents early in the next half term. 
 
Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing update / pulse oximeter use 
Our LFD testing process continues well, under revised national guidance.  This includes that ‘serial’ daily testing (for 7 
days, which was thought to help avoid the need to isolate where a person has been in close contact with a known case 
of coronavirus) has been paused.  Instead, isolation for 10 days has resumed as a requirement for all ‘close contacts’.  
Thank you to all students and staff involved in ongoing LFD testing, which is now becoming much more of a routine 
amongst staff and students.  Also the BBC news recently reported on doctors’ recommendations for households to 
purchase (at around £20) a pulse oximeter.  The NHS provides guidance on use, which it says can be life-saving. 
 
Wishing you, your family and friends, the very best, with our ongoing prayers. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Dawes 
Principal 

https://www.thekingsacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Providing_remote_education_information_to_parents_-_25_Jan_2021.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55733527
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/06/Pulse-Oximeter-Easy-Read-final-online-v3.pdf

