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Tuesday 5 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Continuing education arrangements – national lockdown 
 
Whilst deeply disappointed at yesterday’s Government announcement that most students will not now be educated 
in school until after the February half-term break (28 school days away), it seems that this is now at least a settled – 
whilst deeply undesirable – position.  There is little doubt that stringent social distancing wherever possible is of utmost 
importance, such that schools have again now been largely closed, as a ‘last resort’. 
 
The only children now attending The King’s Academy for their education, until at least February half term are the 
Higher Learning Needs base group, children of Key Workers, and other defined students.  Education for all other 
children will be provided remotely through online digital means.  As such: 
 

1. Children of Key Worker parents, recognising that yesterday’s Government announcement may cause altered 
requirements, please contact the Academy to inform us (enquiries@thekingsacademy.org.uk).  If you had not 
already sought provision but now wish to do so, please also state: 

a. Your child(ren)’s full name / tutor group  
b. Your occupation / employer contact details 
c. Whether the requirement is full-time or part-time (and specifying which days/dates). 

2. Years 7-10: will study online (via Teams) with teacher interaction; 
3. Years 11-13: will be taught a full timetable of live online lessons; 
4. Years 11, 13 GCSEs and A-levels: although we know that normal summer exams have been withdrawn, we 

anticipate that Ofqual will oversee a mechanism that will rigorously moderate and/or evaluate assessments of 
students’ achievement.  It is vital, then, for students’ studies to continue to be intensive, effective, and highly 
focussed. 

5. Year 11 ‘Saturday am intervention’ support (Maths / English) is suspended until students return; 
6. January public exams scheduled for BTEC and OCR vocational subjects will proceed; students are being 

contacted with exam and study preparation arrangements; 
7. Free school meals / vouchers will be provided to eligible children whether on-site or studying from home; 
8. Breakfast packs (bagels/cereals) will continue to be distributed fortnightly to any students whose parents have 

registered (please simply email to register at breakfast@thekingsacademy.org.uk). 
 
Whilst form Tutors will be making weekly ‘welfare’ calls to students, and discussing or raising any issues that students 
may have with their remote studies, it is strongly recommended that parents and carers take particularly active and 
frequent involvement in their child’s learning, also referring to yesterday’s ‘Remote Learning Guidance’. 
 
Parental support might involve a daily discussion about the prior day’s studies and a look-forward to the new day’s 
lessons. This isn’t easy, needing time and much patience, but if at all possible please join me in using this time to 
communicate the great value we place in our children’s education.  Finally, please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s Tutor (via enquiries@thekingsacademy.org.uk or the main switchboard) if you have any queries or concerns. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Dawes, Principal 


