The King’s Chronicles
No.13: Week 16– 15 January 2021

Principal’s Welcome
Dear All
Much has changed since our Christmas Chronicle, although only 2 school weeks later! We welcome
students back to their new ‘Spring’ term, wherever they may be, and to much that is new. As written
separately to parents today, we’re also broadening our ‘live’ learning for students studying at home,
with all receiving a minimum average of 6-8 ‘live’ lessons per week, and students in Year 10 and above
receiving much more. School staff will be making a weekly support call to each student.
Timetables remain full with studies of course, but ‘live’ teaching is now an experience from which all
will benefit. Since it isn’t the best provision for students to have a full timetable of ‘live’ lessons, as
well as distributing these lessons more broadly we have also reduced the length of ‘live’ lessons to 45
minutes to give five minutes of recovery time which is essential between consecutive lessons. We
know that this broadening of ‘live’ lessons will create challenges for students’ access to devices and
the internet, and will be contacting all parents in the coming days to survey how we may be able to
assist. For students relying upon mobile data, they can apply for increased free allowances here.
Wishing you a very good start to this New Year,
David Dawes, Principal

Remote Learning
Students and teachers across the country have exchanged their classrooms for their homes and their
exercise books for electronic devices and headphones. As sudden as this was, we are all in a much
better position to work online this time round, having spent the summer term doing this, and having
used Teams for homework and some remote learning since September.
Teachers have rapidly transferred lesson materials online and have been teaching some classes live
over Teams. Every student who is learning from home can now access a full day’s work, following
their normal timetable. Students and teachers alike are rising to the challenge of working more independently and spending more time than usual learning through a screen.
Both students and teachers are becoming increasingly experienced in using Teams and finding new
ways to engage with it. It may feel strange at first having your camera on in a lesson, or unmuting
your mic to speak to your class, but as time goes on we are all getting used to this new way of
communicating.
Staff at The King’s really do want students
to continue to learn and to make progress
even while they are not learning in the
building. We appreciate the efforts you
are all making and look forward to seeing
your work.
Mrs Taylor– Assistant Principal
The King’s Academy

Left– one of our LFD testing bays in the Dance Studio
Right– Mr Shovlin showing us how it’s done!
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Introducing:
Hello, my name is Mr Wild and
I am Head of Computing & IT
at The King's Academy. This is
the fourth school I have had
the pleasure of working at and,
by far, it has been the easiest
in which to settle.
Staff and students alike have all been so supportive
and that has made moving schools in this
challenging time so much more seamless. I’m
looking forward to working with more of our staff,
students and parents over the coming years;
inspiring our students to become outstanding
leaders in the Computer Science and IT industry.

LFD Testing
Testing of staff and students using Lateral Flow
Devices began in earnest this week, with the Dance
Studio being transformed into our ‘test centre’. Staff
were trained in how to support and process the selftesting last week; and additional capacity was added
this week due to the high level of demand for this
service. As stated in the ‘Highlights’ above, these
staff have done a tremendous job in adapting to very
new demands being placed on them, and comments
included:
“As you already know, but it can't be said too often,
the team were fabulous - what a reassuringly wellorganised operation.”
“The staff were amazing, I was very nervous but was
made to feel totally at ease and reassured every step
of the way.”
What great testimonies to the introduction of this new
initiative! Students have also been nervous initially; but
have responded very positively to it, with the bulk of
those who are on site (and who have parental consent)
having now been tested twice in 4 days, in line with
government guidance.

The caveat to this is that the test is not a guarantee
of being covid-free, as it is intended to identify those
with high viral loads who are the most infectious. As
a consequence, negative tests should be treated
with caution– but they do still provide some degree
of reassurance.
Mr Bulley (Vice Principal)

My name is Mrs Huggins and I
had the pleasure of joining the
King’s Academy team in September as teacher of Food and
Catering. I have a background
in both the hospitality and
travel industries and have been
a Food teacher now for 12
years. Originally from Scotland
but having lived in Newcastle for 17 years, I moved
with my family to the local area just 3 years ago.
I have been made to feel so welcome at Kings, not
only by the team in the Food and Catering department but by the academy as a whole. To join a new
school during such testing and ever-changing times
has been made so much easier with the smiles and
determination of students and staff alike. Thanks to
everyone at Kings for making me feel so welcome!
Highlights of the Week
On-site students– the way that the students have
(mostly) adapted to the new ways of working as compared with lockdown one, particularly when it comes
to remaining specifically with their classmates and
not mixing when eating in the restaurant.
Staff– the ‘test centre’ team, for how well they have
adapted to new roles and new demands on them.
They have been phenomenal, and feedback has been
universally positive.

Additional Notices
Free mobile data offer:
Should your child be struggling with online study
due to difficulties accessing the internet, they may
be eligible to receive additional mobile data for
learning from a Government scheme.
Please see here for further details and to apply.
Catering/ Free School Meals (FSM):
Students on-site can get lunch, including a hot
option. Tills and FSM daily allowances are operating
as normal. Parents/carers of FSM students off-site
are receiving supermarket vouchers.
From 18 January, these will come via the
Government’s national voucher scheme (Edenred).
Please ensure e-mail contact details we hold for you
are up to date so vouchers can reach you. Any
queries should be directed to:
fsm@thekingsacademy.org.uk.

The King’s Academy
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