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Thursday 4 February 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Diagnostic Assessment Week: Monday 8 – Friday 12 February (Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12) 
 
As indicated in Mr Dawes’ letter last week, all students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 will undertake diagnostic 
assessments during the week commencing Monday 8 February.  
 
Currently the Department for Education advises that schools will not be re-opening more widely until at least 
Monday 8 March.  We greatly appreciate that remote studies are more challenging for students’ learning, whilst 
they also present difficulties for teachers’ ongoing assessment of students.  The coming week of diagnostic 
assessments will help to identify, and feed back to students, gaps in their knowledge and understanding, also 
enabling teachers in their planning of future learning.  Further use of these assessments: 

• Reporting to parents, for each subject, an overall Responsibility for Learning (RfL, grade 1-4); 

• Subject-level comments if appropriate; 

• We will not be providing attainment grades (1-9) because of the limited nature of these assessments; 

• Some subjects may choose to provide a ‘mark’ for the assessment, with context; 

• Tutors will provide a summary comment for each student;  

• These assessments will not be used to inform set moves.  
 
Advice to parents for children: 
1. Integrity of the process: a disadvantage of remote assessments is that, rather than appreciating their key 

diagnostic importance, students see themselves as competitors or collaborators, assuming that the 
objective is to get all questions correct – leading to Googling / sharing answers (i.e. cheating).  Of course, it 
is good to see correct answers from a well-prepared candidate, but only if this is an accurate representation 
of what the student knows and can do.  This is an opportunity for parents to discuss with their children the 
merits of these diagnostic assessments and of honesty (which must in any case underpin their future public 
exams!). 

2. Diligence: Some students don’t understand how important the assessments are, and rush through them 
quickly, guessing at answers. This is also unhelpful.  It will make a difference to discuss with your child the 
importance of their answers being entirely their own and that they should take the right amount of time to 
complete the assessments, trying their best.  

 
The schedule for the week, attached to this letter, is designed to distribute assessments across the week, and 
these will take priority over ‘live’ lessons.  Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any queries with 
which we may be able to assist. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

     
Mrs S Taylor     Mr S Reader 
Assistant Principal (Teaching & Learning) Senior Vice Principal 
  



Diagnostic Assessment Week Schedule 
 
As far as possible, all assessments will take place on the days scheduled below. Where this is not possible, 
teachers will communicate with students to inform them on which day assessments will take place. 
 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
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French English Mathematics RE (1-3) Science 

Geography (1-3) Computing Art History (4-6) History (1-3) 

History (7-9) Drama Engineering Geography (7-9) Geography (4-6) 

RE (4-6) Music Food Technology   RE (7-9) 
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English Science Geography (1-3) Drama German 

Mathematics French RE (4-9) Computing   

Music History (1-3) Art RE (1-3)   

  Geography (4-6) Engineering History (4-6)   

  History (7-9) Food Technology Geography (7-9)   
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English Geography (1-3) Mathematics Science Option C 

Science History (4-6) History (1-3) RE (1-3)   

Option A RE (7-9) RE (4-6) Geography (4-6)   

  Option B Geography (7-9) History (7-9)   
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Mathematics English Option B Option A Science 

Option C   Science Science   

    RE (1-5) RE (6-9)   

 
* Year 10 literature assessments will be scheduled by individual teachers; Year 10 science assessments will be 
scheduled by subject teachers as closely as possible to Wed-Fri. 
 
 
Year 12 assessments will be set by individual teachers. Where a student finds that they have a large number of 
assessments in one day, they should approach their teachers before the time of the assessment to agree another 
time in which to complete the assessment.  


