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Friday 26 February 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Response needed: Re-opening of The King’s Academy / Rapid Testing (consent/registration link) 
Commencing Monday 8 March 

 
You will be aware that local coronavirus infection rates, which peaked in early January, have tracked at a higher 
level than ‘national’ whilst the data now indicates rapidly declining rates of infection. The implications for our 
community of rates of infection, whilst remaining serious, are also now greatly reduced with the vaccines, so 
the overall risk level has much decreased.  We nevertheless remain vigilant and cautious, with ‘contingency’ 
measures available if necessary. 
 
With considerable caution and alertness to the local situation, therefore, we are pleased to inform parents of 
our plans to fully re-open the Academy during the course of the week after next – from Monday 8 March.   
 
As reported in the national media, the full opening of school brings additional ‘measures’: 
 
1. Rapid testing – consent/registration by Monday 1 March please 
For the 120+ students who have continued attending school since January, the consent rate for rapid testing has 
been around 95%.  On students’ return from 8 March, testing will be moved temporarily to the Sports Hall to 
accommodate testing of all students every 3-5 days for the first fortnight, with students resuming their lessons 
in school upon testing ‘negative’ at the first test.  This involves students gently ‘swabbing’ their nose and throat, 
with results 30 minutes later.   
 
Parents are informed of any positive result, and your child would then need to isolate along with other identified 
close contacts.  The process – with trained staff supervision and support – is a little unusual at first, but children 
quickly become much more comfortable with it.  After being tested 3 times at school, children will be provided 
with home test kits for regular testing.  Please would you then: 

1. Complete, by Monday 1 March, the consent/registration form, with one form being needed for each 
child; OR 

2. If you do not wish to give consent, or wish to withdraw at any time, complete the withhold consent form 
(also by Monday 1 March).  We cannot require students to be tested, and untested students will resume 
their lessons alongside those who test ‘negative’ in line with government guidance to schools. 

 
No child will participate in testing unless we have received positive confirmation of consent from their parent 
or carer and the child him/herself is happy to participate on the day of the test.  Rapid testing is primarily to help 
identify and to flag asymptomatic cases which then require immediate self-isolation; but it is not fully accurate 
and so we must still remain vigilant for any symptoms, to then self-isolate, and to seek PCR testing via the NHS. 
 
2. Staggered return dates and arrival times / SEND students 
With the safety of our most vulnerable students being of highest concern, students with a placement in our 
Higher Learning Needs Support Base and VI/DHI provisions may have alternative arrangements for testing and 
return to school.  The SEND team will contact parents directly to discuss testing and reopening arrangements.  
Provision for key worker and vulnerable children who have been accessing school will continue.   
 

…/.. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-A9taj8EHTddDhFxLKTMwtgRUQ0lXMUVLR1lDNFFETzZBVVA2Vk9BNUQ4Ny4u
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/download
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-A9taj8EHTddDhFxLKTMwtgRUQ0lXMUVLR1lDNFFETzZBVVA2Vk9BNUQ4Ny4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-A9taj8EHTddDhFxLKTMwtgRUQ0lXMUVLR1lDNFFETzZBVVA2Vk9BNUQ4Ny4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-A9taj8EHTddDhFxLKTMwtgRUOUdDRFdZNldPWTdQWjYwUjFSTklRRFo2NC4u
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


All mainstream students will join on staggered dates, with attendance being compulsory from these dates, and 
arrival times will be shared with you by Friday 4 March. 
 

Return date (March) Cohorts Arrival time by tutor group* 

Monday 8th Y11/12/13 To be confirmed by Fri 4 March 

Tuesday 9th Y10 To be confirmed by Fri 4 March 

Wednesday 10th Y7 To be confirmed by Fri 4 March 

Thursday 11th  Y9 To be confirmed by Fri 4 March 

Friday 12th  Y8 To be confirmed by Fri 4 March 

*Students who depend upon School Transport to travel to school should arrive by this means on their scheduled 
‘Return date’, for 8:20am.  Arrival times for all other students will be confirmed by Friday 4 March. 
 
3. Face coverings in classrooms 
As part of managing risks, all schools have been directed by the DfE to ensure that face coverings are used 
indoors in recommended circumstances.  Initially for the 11-15 school days until Easter, these include in 
classrooms by staff and students (unless exempt, or when engaging in physical activities, or where physical 
distancing can be maintained).  We understand the range of reservations expressed by parents, but your resolve 
(including ensuring your child has at least 2 masks each day please) and support are essential in our community 
working together for everyone’s welfare.   
 
We are seeking ways and routines that will alleviate the strain of wearing masks, e.g. re-organising of outdoor 
breaks with students distanced, where mask wearing is not needed.  We are asking teachers (whose in-class 
communication is so critical) to avoid where possible wearing face coverings in classrooms, if they can maintain 
at least a 2 metre distance from their students. 
 
 
We very much look forward to your son/daughter returning to school very shortly, which is so vital during this 
time of childhood/adolescence/young adulthood for their overall development and health.  We are confident 
that our continuing range of measures are further enhanced by these additional approaches, but please do not 
hesitate to contact us should you have any concerns or queries via enquiries@thekingsacdemy.org.uk. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Dawes 
Principal 


